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In October 2019, St James Prep was inspected by 
the Independent Schools Inspectorate (ISI). This 
was a focused compliance inspection with an 
inspection of educational quality. 

It was a rigorous process with pupil and staff 
interviews, questionnaires, lesson observations 
and scrutiny of our documentation and practices.

We are delighted that the pupil’s academic 
achievement and personal development has 
been rated in all areas – the highest 
descriptor a school can be awarded by the ISI. 
Click here to read full report.

THE INDEPENDENT  
SCHOOLS INSPECTORATE
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All pupils have extremely positive attitudes 
to learning which are instilled through high 
expectations and a supportive environment 
that recognises and celebrates effort as  
well as success.

The pupils are inquisitive, willing 
to challenge themselves and not 
afraid to make mistakes.

Pupils display a ‘can do’  
attitude in all aspects of 
their school life, believing 
they can achieve.

Pupils have highly developed study skills and can analyse data  
and material confidently across different curriculum areas because  
of the positive learning environment created by the staff.
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Key
findings Pupils take great pride in the 

presentation of their work;  
the consistency and  
quality of handwriting 
is excellent.Excellent

Pupils communicate with a quiet  
confidence when performing in public.



What
the childrensay

I love the variety of subjects. There is 
a chance for everyone to be great and 
find their passion.

The work is challenging,  
there are clever kids in  
my class and the lessons  
are interesting.

You feel like you can put  
your hand up and ask  
any question, even an  
easy one, and no one  
will judge you.

The ‘pause’, gives you a chance to be still and  
turn any stress you might have into a little ball  
you can literally throw away.
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I love the ethos of the school and 
how calm and happy I feel here. 
Even if I go into school in a bad 
mood, just being at school with  
my friends and the teachers, really
cheers me up.



Below are extracts from the review which was 
published in January 2019 – click here to read 
the full review.

Their ethos of generosity, mutual respect and 
‘being the best human beings we can be’ isn’t 
just a case of paying lip-service to try to get the 
punters in – it permeates everything. While 
other schools introduced mindfulness as an 
add-on in recent years,  St James practically 
invented the concept. 

Academic performance is stronger than ever since 
becoming a prep, with verbal and non-verbal 
reasoning a focus from year 3 and interventions 
in English and maths from year 4, then setting in 
English and maths in years 5 and 6. 

 –  all the more impressive, 
given that the school’s 
intake is not academically 
selective.

GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE
It’s the way it’s taught that stands out, say parents – ‘unlike a 
lot of preps around here which cram children with facts, they 
get children thinking independently,’ said one. ‘The curriculum is 
structured in such a way that it ensures the children are  

nurturing both sides of their 
brain all the time’ said another. 

The attractive art room is jam-packed with astonishingly good 
work – everything from silkscreen to kilnwork to printmaking. 

 Cross-curricular (some lovely year 2 Roman  
ceramics on show and a gasp-worthy model 
of WW1 trenches from year 6) and turning 
their 2D work into a 3D equivalent.

 ‘Kindness is underrated,’ believes the Head. 
‘Children need to feel special and loved. 
These are difficult words in a school but if 
children feel their 

teachers have totally 
got their back, the 
sky’s the limit.’

Parents love the school
and children love it more.

Standards
are high good as it gets.

Pastorally as
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Big onfine arts



Both our children are at St James and they  
absolutely love the school. This is a vibrant,  
modern, independent prep school that is  
unique in providing a truly well-rounded  
education for its pupils, catering for their  
mind, body and soul.

The most dedicated, caring 
and ‘real teaching’ a parent  
could dream of.

St James is a school that fosters children’s confidence, 
communication skills, and a love of learning. They  
do this through lots of drama, speech competitions,  
beautiful literature, philosophy classes, singing,  
and the school equivalent of positive parenting.  
A wonderful school that educates the whole child.

I cannot thank you enough for 
the unfailingly thoughtful, gentle, 
meaningful support you and your 
staff have provided throughout my 
daughter’s time at St James. She  
would not be as grounded within 
herself and her self-worth as she is 
today if it weren’t for you.

I couldn’t believe it the 
other day when my son, 
who’s in Reception, was 
quoting Shakespeare’s  
Winter Poem word for 
word at breakfast.

What
the parentssay
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‘Every week at St James is wellbeing 
week,’ says the school – and it shows. 
With stillness, mindfulness, Sanskrit 
lessons, vegetarian food and a pupil-led 
‘Save our Planet’ initiative all part of the 
broad, varied experience, it’s no wonder 
the children here are so happy. 

A nursery school has just opened, meaning that students 
can stay in the St James family all the way from Reception to 
the age of 18 (pupils at the prep school gain automatic entry  
to the senior schools).

Those who decide to fly the nest go on to big hitters such as 
Godolphin & Latymer, Putney High School, St Paul’s Girls’  
and Westminster Cathedral Choir School. The school offers  
a myriad of extracurricular activities, including forest school and 
robotics, as well as the ever-popular school trips to Durham and 
the New Forest – all enjoyed with big smiles, of course.

TATLER SCHOOLS 
GUIDE 2020
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