
In our assemblies this week, Mrs Holmes spoke about the book ‘Ish’ by Peter 
Reynolds. In ‘Ish’, the main character is Ramon who loves to draw. But when 
his brother laughs at his drawings, Ramon loses his confidence and the joy of 
creating. 

After months of frustration, Ramon decides to give up drawing altogether, until his younger 
sister reminds him that drawings do not have to be perfect to be beautiful. He enters her 
bedroom and sees that she has not just rescued the drawings that he has screwed up and 
thrown away, but that they are up on her walls for her to look at and enjoy. And, if his picture 
of a vase is a little bit vase-ish, then it is none the worse.

‘Ish’ illustrates the transformation of a young boy's relationship with his art and his outlook 
on life. The book is about the joy of creating and the joy of sharing what we create. Indeed, 
any consideration of what is perfect in art is a difficult and ultimately fruitless endeavour. A 
much better approach would be to aim for, and celebrate, authenticity and creativity. Which 
is what we do at the Prep. 

I like this quote from Peter Reynolds, the author of ‘Ish’, talking about a child’s inner voice:

I think the role of an art teacher, educator is to draw that out and help kids understand, who 
are they? How are they unique? How are they different? And manifest itself in style, in how 
boldly you make your lines. But you can also encourage kids to grow. And to make bolder 
lines and splash with more color or be more precise. It depends on where you want to go.

… And it’s very, very hard sometimes to hear your voice. That voice that’s inside of you. And if 
you give yourself some time and space, you will, you’ll hear it. And it’s a beautiful thing 
when it happens. 

I hope you have a wonderful weekend.



GREAT YOUNG MINDS

This week’s Great Young Minds are Shivaani
and Vishnu (and their cousins) who walked 
/cycled 108km between them in 48hrs to raise 
funds for COVID Relief in India. They raised 
over £2,000 in total. 

Thank you Shivaani (Year 3) for your writeup 
of this incredible endeavor.

As soon as my cousins came up with the plan 
to do a sponsored walk to support COVID 
relief in India I said yes straight away. But on 
the day of the walk - last Saturday I looked out 
of the window and discovered that it was a 
rainy morning and the wind was blowing 
through the trees. I was worried about walking 
10km in this weather - I didn’t think I would be 
able to do it - I even asked my mum if it still 
counted if I took the bus for a few km. I kept 
going though and reached the target in 2 hours 
and was running ahead of my mum and dad!

I know that so many people have been effected 
by COVID and it feels good that I have been 
able to help even a little bit.

The children who chose to take part in the Primary Maths Challenge in Years 5 and 6 have 
been awarded their first-round certificates. The Primary Maths Challenge tests not only 
select mathematical skills but also reasoning, problem solving and logic skills. We are 
delighted that so many of our children chose to take part and that so many have reached 
the bonus round. Our last few finalists are finishing their bonus round papers throughout 
this week, and we are looking forward to announcing our final winners very soon!

RECEPTION HIT THE ICT 
SUITE

Reception have enjoyed their ICT 
lessons in our brand new ICT suite.

This week they learnt how to use a 
mouse and keyboard. They even 
created some amazing pictures on the 
computer using their expert mouse 
skills! Ms Foster has been so 
impressed with their  focus and 
patience when learning new skills.



CENTRE STAGE WITH…

This issue of Centre Stage With…is with our Head 
of Drama (maternity cover), Mr Herriman. As 
well as having developed a career performing in 
the West End, nationally and internationally, Mr 
Herriman is also a talented writer, with one of his 
pieces, "My Friend Julie“, shown on children's TV 
in the late 80s.

In typical St James tradition, Mr Herriman is also 
a very gifted singer – he even has his own You 
Tube channel.

If you feel like some east Friday listening then you 
can hear his performance of Bring Him Home 
from Les Misérables below.

https://youtu.be/AHveT1EWb8Q

EID MUBARAK

Eid Mubarak to all our families celebrating Eid this week!

Year 4 girls, Du’a and Maab, came to school in their 
beautiful celebration clothes and talked to their classmates 
about Eid and Ramadan. A time to focus on charity and 
gratitude for all you have in life, the girls reminded us to be 
thankful for all the good things we have in our lives.

ST JAMES ART SALE

Our 2021 Art Sale is online now! There's a fantastic selection of artists and some wonderful 
artwork from the St James community. Do click here to have a look at the paintings, prints, 
sculptures and ceramics from our current students, alumni, former parents, teachers and friends 
of the school. 25% of the money raised will go to the Sixth Form Leavers' Ball and with such a 
brilliant selection there should be something for everyone! 

Year 4 had a sparky DT lesson this week, leaning all about how to make electrical circuits.

Don’t forget to follow @insidestjamesprep - a closed account for parents – for 
regular pictures and videos of performances, assemblies and more. 

https://youtu.be/AHveT1EWb8Q
https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2021/05/14/centre-stage-with-mr-herriman/
https://ddlnk.net/1I75-7A7QE-VBA4K1-4DP9UO-1/c.aspx
https://www.instagram.com/insidestjamesprep/


4th -7th  
May 2021

10th-14th 
May 2021

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Monday 17th May 2021
Y6 Trip to Go Ape

Friday 21st May 2021
An Afternoon at the Senior Girls’ School (Y6 
Girls)

Friday 28th May 2021
Sports Day at Linford Christie Stadium. Whole 
school dismissal from Linford Christie at 
12.30pm

Monday 31st May – Friday 4th June 2021
Summer Half Term

HALF TERM CAMPS
SuperCamps. From Tuesday 1st June – Friday 4th

June, this is a multi-activity club suitable for 4 –
14 year olds. Book your space here

One Day Cricket Coaching Masterclass -
Ashford, 4th June 2021, £75 a day
email info@cricketmasters.co.uk
or call 0333 344 3548 

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Spring Flowers (4.5.21-8.5.21)

Celebrating the arrival of spring and showcasing our 
children’s watercolour skills are these phenomenal pictures 
from life… To create these inspiring paintings the children 
from Year 1- Year 6, carefully observed the flowers to find the 
shapes, forms, gradation and subtleties that fascinated 
them. We are bowled over by the beauty of the artwork.
A special well done to Eva, Damir, Harrison, Hannah, Rocco 
and Antonia.

William Morris –Year 2  (10.5.21 – 14.5.21)

The iconic 19th century Arts and Crafts textile designer 
William Morris inspired Y2 to create their own botanical 
wallpaper designs using oil pastels and paint. They then 
created a 3D relief out of clay to create an intricate pottery 
tile. Annabelle, Zac, Felix and Annabel made particularly 
gorgeous pieces. 

https://www.supercamps.co.uk/venue/st-james-preparatory-school?utm_source=school_referral&utm_medium=online&utm_campaign=2021
mailto:info@cricketmasters.co.uk


All CREATURES GREAT AND SMALL…

With a few recent arrivals in Nursery and Year 1 –we now have tadpoles, fish 
and caterpillars at the Prep School. The children love the excitement of caring 
for and watching these creatures grow. 

We can’t wait to see our tadpoles (named Strawberry and Wiggly by the 
Nursery children) turn into frogs, and our caterpillars turn into butterflies.

Annabel F’s  diagram of the 
lifecycle of a sunflower (Year 2)

Kirstie’s diagram of the lifecycle of a 
sunflower (Year 2)


