
The sun has shone, this week and the school is looking beautiful. The Prep School entrance is 
looking more colourful than ever thanks to a new whole school project by the Art 
Department – you can read more about the project below.

It has been lovely seeing so many of the children out on trips this week. The paperwork 
involved in getting the trips off the ground – risk assessments, staffing requirements, COVID 
guidelines – represent a substantial iceberg-like root that means that organising trips takes a 
lot of preparation and considerable run-up time. And, so, those parents who quite 
understandably ask, “that was so good, can we have another one?” should be aware that it is 
not as easy as our staff might make it look. We also need to ensure that we keep up to speed in 
the classroom. All year groups are looking to ensure that they support progress in this 
fractured of years and this means retaining the rhythm and momentum of learning. We have 
three very important weeks ahead of us. That said, we also have lots more fun things planned 
for the children this term: The Sanskrit Speech Competition; Ashford Day of Sport; House 
Cricket and the Handball World Cup, to name just a few.

The next stage of lockdown easing is due to take place on June 21st. On Monday, June 14th, 
the Government will announce new guidelines. From our perspective, one important aspect 
will be to what extent we can invite you all to join us at events such as Speech Day and the 
Year 6 Play. Monday should give us some clarity and I will write to you all next week to detail 
how we will organise the forthcoming events.

Best wishes,

Whole school art project – what love means to me.



MORE NEWS FROM THE 
ECO-COMMITTEE

Eco-committee gave an assembly to Years 
5&6 today presenting their recent work and 
challenging the children on their knowledge 
of the new coloured bin system. The 
committee also reminded everyone that we 

will be holding a on the 

25th of June – all the children need to come to 
school that day wearing bright coloured 
clothing (so we can see them!) and all the 
teachers need to switch off all power in the 
classrooms. 

Finally the children were presented the 
Green Flag which they were awarded by Eco 
Schools for their hard work over the last 
couple of years. We can’t wait to proudly 
display it outside the school. 

WHAT LOVE MEANS TO ME.

On Monday Mrs Holmes and Mrs-Fischel-
Bock unveiled our whole school art project –
What Love Means to Me. The children have 
been working on the project in their 
extended art lesson, an extra double art 
lesson held once a term for every class with 
Mrs Fischel-Bock. 

The children were asked to create a picture 
of this term’s virtue, “Love”. They were asked, 
what does love mean to you? The result is a 
beautiful installation of ponies and puppies, 
families and sunsets. The centre of the plate 
is their picture and then around this image 
they designed colourful patterns on the back 
and front of the plate. 

We certainly love looking at everyone’s 
expressive interpretations. Please have a look 
through the catalogue of plates to see your 
child’s picture here.

RNLI VISIT ST JAMES PREP

On Thursday the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institute visited us at assembly. I especially 
like learning about all the flags. At first I 
thought they were flags for different 
countries but then I learnt that they are 
flags that the lifeguards use to let you know 
if it is safe to swim or not. The yellow and 
red flag means that it is safe to swim and the 
red flag means that it is not safe to swim. 

The funniest thing was when they told us 
that some people think that you can use 
urine on a jellyfish sting. The best thing for a 
jellyfish sting is vinegar.! By Yesset, Year 3.

We will be fundraising for the RNLI at 
school up until the end of term. Donations 
will be collected from the children in class.

Don’t forget to follow @insidestjamesprep - a closed account for the  St James Prep 
community – for regular pictures and videos of performances, assemblies and 
more. This week we have posted pictures and videos from the trips.

https://issuu.com/stjamesprep/docs/plates
https://www.instagram.com/insidestjamesprep/


YEAR 3 CONQUER MOUNTFITCHET CASTLE

.Year 3 embarked on a trip to Mountfitchet Castle in Essex on Wednesday. The sun was beaming 
and the children’s eyes glistened as they peered up to the reconstructed Motte and Bailey Castle. 
They were even more awe-struck when they found the castle alive with peacocks, deer, goats, 
and chickens! The interactive museum allowed the children to step-back in time and discover 
how medieval people lived. Here are some of their best bits:



YEAR 1 DEFY THE LAW OF GRAVITY

On Wednesday, Year 1 were privileged to visit St Paul's Cathedral and have a private tour as it 
was closed to the general public. The children learnt more about the importance of the building 
in the community, which linked so well to our current Philosophy virtue. They recapped their 
knowledge of the Great Fire of London and impressed our guide Emily with their facts. I was so 
proud of how much they had remembered! We learnt about Sir Christopher Wren and his 
design of the building and were challenged to make a strong arch using wooden blocks and a 
special 'key stone' to keep it standing. We went against gravity!

After we saw St Paul's, we went to the River Thames. We spotted important London landmarks 
from the Millenium Bridge and even watched as a lady was proposed to on the bridge! We 
walked to the other side of the river and performed our Fairy Song from A Midsummer Night's 
Dream right outside the Globe - it was magical.



GREAT YOUNG MIND

This week’s Great Young Mind is Yassin in 
Year 4 who is top of the league in Times 
Tables Rock Stars. Our Head of Maths & ICT 
(Miss Foster) commended Yassin for earning 

an astonishing on Times 

Tables Rock Stars. He has answered over 

times tables questions correctly., and 

is now able to answer any times tables 

question in on 

average! 

YEAR 5 FLIP OUT

On Wednesday, Year 5 went to Flip Out as 
their end of year treat. Flip Out is a 
trampolining park with lots of other 
exciting activities. We really enjoyed that St 
James were the only people there and that 
there was music playing as you were 
trampolining. We could even choose the 

songs. 

We can’t wait for our next trip 

soon. By Daria, Year 5

CENTRE STAGE WITH…

This issue of Centre Stage With… is with our 
Estates Manager Antonietta (Tonia) Capasso. 
Tonia joined St James in 2018 and manages our 
wonderful estates team who you see on the 
gate every morning. No day is ever the same 
for Tonia and her team, one minute they are 
setting up the stage for a play, the next they are 
helping eco-committee with their 
environmental audit or loading the vans for 
Sports Day. Whatever they do though they 
always do it with a smile (as long as you bring 
a Risk Assessement!) Read Tonia’s Interview 
here.

HAVE YOU SPOTTED US?

That’s right, we’re on the back of the bus (and 
at Turnham Green Station) advertising our 
new school coach routes. The coaches will be 
available for all children from Year 3 upwards, 
serving West and South West London. If you 
haven’t received communication on the new 
coach routes then please email 
a.hildebrand@stjamesprep.org.uk

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2021/06/11/centre-stage-with-antonietta-tonia-capasso/
mailto:a.hildebrand@stjamesprep.org.uk


A VISTIT TO ST ALBANS CATHEDRAL

“On a sunny Tuesday in June Year 2 went on a trip to St Alban’s Cathedral. I was really happy 
when I heard the bell ringing. It rang ten times. 

Annabelle H

“Finally it was Tuesday 8th June the day of the trip. I was so excited! I loved being on the 
coach because Year 2 watched Nimo. Benjamin

“I was excited because St Alban’s Cathedral was 1600 years old and they had a model of it 
outside and the first cathedral was made of wood.” Felix

“When we got to St Alban’s Cathedral it was so beautiful. 

Salila

“I saw a gigantic puppet of Amphibalus. Amphibalus was a priest that Alban rescued. Alban 
and Amphibalus lived in a town called Verulamium. Then we dressed up as monks. Salila
was called Lord Abbot and I was called Master Novice and Kirstie was the Kitchener.” 
Annabel F

“When we arrived at St Albans we heard the bell ringing at ten o’clock. It rang ten times. 
When we were inside we wore scapulars and we prayed. We saw a rose window.” Tamim



7th-11th
June 2021

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Monday 14th June
Year 3&4 Poetry Recital

Tuesday 15th June
Year 5 boys Activity Day at the Senior Boys’

Wednesday 16th June
Year 1 & 2 Trip to Kew Gardens
Handball World Cup

Thursday 17th June
Year 1 & 2 Poetry recital
Year 4 Boys Harry Potter Day at the Senior 
Boys’ School
Year 5 girls afternoon at the Senior Girls’ 
School

Friday 18th June
Year 5 & 6 poetry recital

Wednesday 23rd June
Year 4 Trip to Liquid Leisure, Windsor
Year 6 Peter Pan afternoon performance for 
parents tbc

Thursday 24th June
Year 6 Peter Pan evening performance for 
parents tbc

Friday 25th June
No Power Day – children to come to school 
wearing bright coloured clothing

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Sunflowers by Reception (7.6.2021-11.6.2021)

To celebrate this lovely sunny weather the children in 
Reception exercised their observational drawing skills to 
paint some glorious, golden sunflowers. Verity and Mia did a 
particularly good job of capturing the essence of these 

magnificent flowers. 

Don’t forget to order your class photos. The 
deadline to order is 21st June 2021. If you 
have lost your proof card, then please find 
the digital copy below:
Website: 
https://www.gsimagebank.co.uk/stjamess
chools
Token: dprdue2021

This term is going to be a close one with all 
the houses pretty much neck and neck. We 
have lots of opportunities in the coming 
weeks for a winner to push ahead and win 

our treat this term. 

The photos from Sports Day by 
professional fine art photographer 
Birgit Tabarrah are now available for 
you to view and purchase should you 
so wish.
There are some beautiful sunny 
pictures from the day. We hope you 
enjoy!
Access the gallery here
Gallery Password: Sportsday2021

If you have any questions then please 
contact Birgit directly on 
07880611471

https://www.gsimagebank.co.uk/stjamesschools
https://www.birgittabbarah.com/
https://birgittabbarahphotography.pixieset.com/guestlogin/stjamesssportday/?return=%2Fstjamesssportday%2F


This week Nursery had great fun making orange and mint sorbets with Chef Allegra. 
Chef Allegra then came to Nursery at dismissal to hand them out to the children.
They’ve also been practising writing their names, and this week as their topic is planets,  
they first stuck down a series of planets and then wrote out their name.

By Raphael, Year 4



Year 5 continued their topic of separating mixtures by investigating what goes into a 
felt-tip pen. The children used chromatography (the process of separating 
components that move through a medium at different rates) to create their own 
chromatograms. 
All of the children were shocked to see how many colours came out of the black felt-
tip!
. 

By Oscar, Year 5


