
I was reminded this week that it is not enough just to be inclusive, one must 
also be aware. There is no such thing as a typical family, for instance. What 
makes a family differs from child to child. Some children have a mum or dad; 
some live with just their mum or just their dad, or with grandparents, or uncles 
and aunts, or foster parents. Some children have two mums or two dads. Or, 
some have two mums, a dad and grandparents. Some children live part of the 
week with mum, part of the week with dad. Families come in lots of different 
shapes and sizes. 

What we know, for sure, is that although there is not a typical family all families share a 
centre that is based on love and respect. And so moving forward our curriculum here at the 
Prep, and the words that we use day-to-day, will continue to seek out opportunities to be 
inclusive. This involves understanding the big picture that involves us all; thinking how we 
can support each other; identifying how we can change the world to make it better; thinking 
about the words that we use and the things that we do so that we consider all things 
holistically. Which means, not boxing things as similarities or differences so much as seeing 
what we are and do as a continuum of values and identities. 

In the Prep School, we are focused on creating a vibrant community that draws on talent 
without boundaries to support flourishing and excellence.  A community that embraces 
individuals from varied backgrounds, cultures, races, life experiences, beliefs, and values. 
And a conviction that in learning with us our pupils are uniquely placed to become the next 
generation of leaders and shapers who will go on to make the world a better place.  

Self portraits by Reception



WINCHESTER VICTORIOUS AT 
HOUSE CRICKET

The House Cricket Shield was the last of the 
House Competitions and what a way to round 
up this alternative year. Unfortunately due to 
Covid, we were not able to have House Cricket 
last year so no one really knew who to watch 
out for. On Tuesday with the girls we saw lots 
of wickets being taken and some mighty 4s 
being scored, alas no 6s though. On Thursday 
with the boys we saw a Golden Duck (batter 
out on the first ball), some epic catches and a 
few 6s. However, it was the results that made 
the afternoons so interesting. Between first 
and third place for the girls there was a 
difference of 60 runs and between the boys 
there was a difference of 35 runs, with 1 run 
separating first and second. In both 
competitions Salisbury came 3rd, Canterbury 
came 2nd and Winchester came 1st winning 
their first House Tournament of the year.

.

GREAT YOUNG MINDS

Our Great Young Mind this week is Eric in 
Reception who has written a book, The 
Friendship Adventure. His mother says, 
“Eric loves making up stories with intriguing 
protagonists and telling them to others. Each 
day, his storylines would develop a little 
more with new characters joining. Eric was 
particularly interested in cheetahs, being the 
fastest land animals. Although cheetahs and 
snakes do not have much in common when 
it comes to looks or even pastimes, it did not 
stop Kart and Decland from becoming best 
friends. Kindness might just be all that is 
needed for a flourishing friendship!”
The book is such a fun read, with a 
translation in Russian and beautiful 
illustrations by his mother, Olivia.

Read The Friendship Adventure here

HANDWRITING COMPETITION

The art of handwriting is a skill that we 
nurture and celebrate, even in this electronic 
age where keyboard skills can be developed at 
a young age. When writing there is a need to 
have good awareness of spacing, proportion 
and flow. All our pupils took care to write 
beautifully. Big thanks to everyone for their 
excellent effort 

Eva & Kairav (Year 6)
Daisy & Leander (Year 5)
Pipi, Deep, Abem & Francesco (Year 4)
Leonie & Beltran (Year 3)
Salila (Year 2)
Chloe (Year 1)
Tianna (Reception)

You can see the winning entries here

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/06/The-Friendship-Adventure.pdf
https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/06/Handwriting-Winners.pdf


CATAPULTING THROUGH THE AIR AT LIQUID LEISURE

Mr Cook and Miss Prashar’s sun dancing must have worked –their trip to Liquid Leisure, a 
waterpark in Windsor, looks like the Caribbean! The children put on their wetsuits and had 
a wonderful day jumping around on the obstacle course and getting catapulted through the 
air! 



WE DO BELIEVE IN FAIRIES! 

Bravo to all of Year 6 for your two incredible 
performance on Monday and Tuesday this 
week. All the children in the school were able 
to see their big sisters, brothers, buddies and 
friends perform a showstopping performance 
of Peter Pan. 

The costumes and set design were a whirl of 
colour but it was the singing, pirate swagger 
and fairy dust which captured all our 
imaginations. 

Well done to all the children for tackling the 
play with such focused energy. 

Watch out for a video of the performance 
which will be hitting your inbox next week.

SUMMER TERM WHOLE SCHOOL 
WRITING COMPETITION

Our termly Whole School Writing task allows every pupil to have a go at some unaided 
creative writing. It is wonderful to see the children write happily for themselves, often 
inspired by what they have previously been learning in English. The winners and runners up 
this term are:

Our 2021 Art Sale is online now! There's a fantastic selection of artists and some wonderful 
artwork from the St James community. Do click here to have a look at the paintings, prints, 
sculptures and ceramics from our current students, alumni, former parents, teachers and friends 
of the school. 25% of the money raised will go to the Sixth Form Leavers' Ball and with such a 
brilliant selection there should be something for everyone! 

Winners:
Freya, Romili, Tarka (Year 6)
David & Daria (Year 5)
Hannah & Damir (Year 4)
Joshin & Shivaani (Year 3)
Zak (Year 2)
Andrea (Year 1)
Oba (Reception)

Runners Up:
Sabrina &Adrian (Year 6)
Oscar & Daisy (Year 5)
Pippi & Karim (Year 4)
Yesset & Poppy (Year 3)
Annabelle (Year 2)
Chloe (Year 1)
Genevieve & Winnie (Reception)

A VISIT FROM RABBI ZVI

On Thursday morning, a Jewish Rabbi -
which means 'teacher' - came to our 
school. Rabbi Zvi talked about Jewish men 
and women, their holidays, beliefs and their 
613 commandments (unlike Christianity 
which has 10). He also gave us the option to 
wear a skullcap, or 'Kippah' in Hebrew. They 
felt like a small, silky hat and looked nice. I 
learned that Jews pray towards Jerusalem and 
that their buildings are called synagogues.

Rabbi Zvi showed us a horn called a 'shofar'. It 
was actually a ram's horn, and he played it 
loudly! It made a different sound than I was 
expecting. Before he left, Rabbi Zvi kindly let 
us have some Jewish bread, 'challah', which is 
braided before it is baked. Miss Johnson 
handed us a piece at lunch time and it was 
quite nice.
By Penn & Phoenix Year 5

https://ddlnk.net/1I75-7A7QE-VBA4K1-4DP9UO-1/c.aspx


Y1 & Y2 AT KEW GARDENS

At Kew, we went in two separate groups and both took turns to learn more about plants. 
With me, the children tried identifying lots of different flowers. We looked closely at the 
parts of flowers and used magnifying glasses to help us create detailed drawings. We also 
found beautiful petals and made cards with petal patterns. The other activity was a 
workshop as plant hunters. The children found different plant parts and sorted them. They 
then used these to make and label their own plants. All of their wonderful work is on display 
in the classroom



PERFECT RECITALS 

Last week everybody from Nursey upwards 
took part in our Poetry Performance week 
and what a joyous occasion it was. Each 
class showed understanding and 
appreciation of the language, spoke clearly 
and expressively and committed to 
bringing their poem to life. The repertoire 
included poems from Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Owl by 
Alfred lord Tennyson, The Listeners by 
Walter de la Mare, Macavity the Mystery 
Cat by T S Elliot, Jabberwocky by Lewis 
Carroll and I Have a Dream by Martin 
Luther King Jr. The standard was 
outstanding. Well done and thank you to 
everyone.

CENTRE STAGE WITH…

This edition of Centre Stage is with our 
Registrar, Miss Mitchell. Miss Mitchell joined 
St James Prep in September 2019 as Registrar 
and sits at the beating heart of the Prep 
School in the school office, with Miss 
Bagnall. Many of you would have dealt with 
Miss Mitchell either when you joined the 
school or as part of her checking registers. 
When you can next come in to school do pop 
in and say hello to her and Miss Bagnall. 

Find out more about what brought Miss 
Mitchell to St James Prep here.

ST JAMES PREP NEW GYM AND GAMES KIT – As per Miss Robertson’s communication last 
year regarding the new games and gym kit which was introduced this year, please ensure that 
your children are wearing the new kit by this September. For a reminder of what is required 
please visit https://www.stevensons.co.uk/

COMMUNICATIONS SURVEY - We are reviewing the way we communicate with you to ensure 
that you can find information about life at the Prep School quickly and easily, and that you feel 
that your queries are addressed promptly. Please see a link below to a survey. We have kept it 
short and it should only take 5 minutes to answer – your responses are all anonymous. 
St James Prep Communications Survey
We would greatly appreciate it if you could share your views so we can improve how we work 
with you.

FUNDRAISING FOR RNLI – We will have a collection for RNLI on the door all of next week 
should you wish to donate.

Don’t forget to follow @insidestjamesprep - a closed account for parent – for 
regular pictures and videos of performances, assemblies and more. 

NO POWER DAY

We did it! A whole day with no power in the classrooms or lights in 
the corridors. Thankfully the children were glowing in their neon 
clothes and the afternoon sunshine also helped. Thank you Eco-
committee for reminding us how precious the world’s resources are 
and how we all need to do our bit to save energy and reduce our 
impact on the planet.

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2021/06/25/centre-stage-with-miss-mitchell-registrar/
https://www.stevensons/
https://www.stevensons.co.uk/
https://forms.office.com/r/PwxpNEExYc
https://www.instagram.com/insidestjamesprep/


For the 
THIRD 

week in a 
row

14th-18th

June 2021

20-25th 
June 2021

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Monday 28th June 2021
Ashford Day of Sport (Year 3- Year 6)

Tuesday 29th June 2021
Year 5 Trip to Wintershall Estate

Wednesday 30th, Thursday 1st & Friday 2nd

July
Year 6 pop-up restaurant

Thursday 1st July
Sanskrit Speech Competition
Second-hand uniform pop-up shop
(please book you space 

Friday 2nd July
Nursery –Year 5 Summer Showcase and 
Prizegiving

Monday 5th July
Moving-up Day. Nursery –year 5 spend the 
afternoon with their new class teacher
No clubs

Tuesday 6th July
End of Term.  Usual dismissal time (3:15pm 
Lower Juniors & 3:45 pm Upper Juniors)
No clubs

Wednesday 7th July
Nursery End of Term –dismissal time 
11:45am

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Printing - Bags for Life – Year 2  (14/6/21 – 18/6/21)

In the art room Year 2 have been very busy learning 
printmaking techniques to create their own canvas 
‘Bag for Life’. The children first drew out their design on paper 
and then went on to make their printing block by cutting 
shapes out of foam. After that they were ready for the best 
part - the printing! They thoroughly enjoyed the very messy 
process of repetitive printing using rollers and we were 
covered in paint. Dylan and Felix's bags have a particularly 
bold, striking design. Well done boys!

Greek Vases- Year 6 (21/6/21 – 25/6/21)

Complementing their classroom studies, Y6 have become 
archaeologists in the art room by making these highly 
decorative drawings of ancient Greek vases. With white 
conte crayon and black markers they have illustrated scenes 
portrayed on ancient pottery gaining a broader 
understanding of cultural beliefs and practises of those times. 
These beautiful drawings by Nour and Eloise show warriors 
holding shields about to do battle - almost as good as a visit to 
the British museum!






