
The Pause and The Dedication capture so much of what we offer and what we hold dear at St 
James Prep. In my mind, I translate The Dedication as:
I want to be my best self, without limits, not just for me but for the good of everybody.

There is something around Being Your Best Self which I really like. It suggests aspiration but 
not anything too narrow.  It also implies that each person has a best self rather than there 
being one single measure of best.

In looking ahead this year, we want to support all of our community to be their best selves –
in this, the pupils are always at the centre of things. We also want our staff and you, the 
parents, to flourish as part of the school community.

The relationship and balance between process and outcome – some people might call 
outcomes results – is very important to me in terms of supporting all of the pupils in the Prep 
School as we go forward. Although we enjoy celebrating all that our pupils achieve – the 
prizes and cups they win, the schools they go on to (the results). What I prize is the 
knowledge and reassurance that with us they have all that they need to flourish (the process).

I won’t have been the only Head, this week, to have used the example of Emma Raducanu in 
Assembly. She represents such a good example of what I have just said about process and 
outcomes. The quality of last Saturday’s match – from both players – was extraordinary and 
uplifting. But as an educator, I was more deeply interested in how she achieved such a 
remarkable feat. 

In other words, my interest was in the process, which did seem to embrace so much more 
than developing a narrow skill through repetition. Undoubtedly naturally gifted, she also has 
the resilience and strength of character to support her ability. That is what I mean about the 
relationship between process and outcomes. The win is transitory. It is celebrated but soon in 
the past. All of the things that enabled her to win will remain. She will win again.

It was lovely to see so many of you last night at the Year Ahead and may this be the first of 
many parent events and workshops. We also look forward to concerts, plays and sporting 
matches where, alongside great focused learning in school, the children can show their best 
selves.

Best wishes,



HELLO RECEPTION
Hello to Reception 2021. It is so lovely to see so many familiar faces with lots of our Reception 
children moving up from our Nursery. We also have really enjoyed getting to know all the 
children and families who are new to St James this year.  Welcome everyone!

We are delighted that this year we have not one, but two wonderful Reception classes who 
have a dedicated outside free flow play space, as well as a large indoor free flow room and two 
Reception classrooms for learning. The children have lots of space to learn and play. 

We asked the children what they like best about their first week. Here are their answers:



THROWDOWN FRIDAY

On Friday 8th October 2021 St James Prep will 
host its first Friday Throwdown in the Year 4 
boys classroom after lunch.

The event will be a chance for the children to 
jam with their friends in an informal 
environment and also enjoy listening to their 
friends perform different songs. If your child 
would like to play a piece, please ask them to 
tell Mr Sole.

Our new Head of Music, Mr Sole, has planned a 
number of other exciting concerts for parents 
to come and watch their children perform. The 
first two will be singing showcases during 
assembly on the 14th of October for Upper 
School (Years 4, 5, 6) and 15th October for Lower 
School (Reception, Years 1, 2 & 3). More details 
to be sent closer to the time. For now, please 
save the date.

MATHS MASTERY

We are delighted to announce that we have 
been awarded ‘Pioneer School’ certification 
from Oxford University Press upon the 
implementation of our mastery-based 
mathematics curriculum. We will be 
showcasing our curriculum, teaching and 
pedagogy to schools across the United 
Kingdom.  Meanwhile, we have been busy in 
school exploring place value and number 
systems. The children have been identifying 
patterns in numbers and making 
connections between operations by playing 
games, manipulating numbers using objects 
and creating pictoral representations. 
Through developing a strong understanding 
of place value, children will find 
increasingly complex calculations and 
problems more approachable. They will also 
develop a range of mathematical strategies 
to utilise when solving problems.  

THE SPENCER GALLERY

St James Cartoonists: From Beano to the 21st 
Century 
The exciting new exhibit displayed in Mr 
Spencer’s art gallery in his office features 
eight talented St James cartoonists. Inspired 
by an earlier age of iconic cartoons like Beano 
and Tintin, the children have been busy 
creating their own storyboard animated 
worlds. They were given a brief to create a 
cartoon based on “Life at St James". Some 
children featured their favourite video 
character as an avatar and others created a 
completely original and imaginative world of 
fantasy and humour. 
The children were thrilled to discover that 
Mr Spencer's father drew cartoons for Beano
and Dandy, and that he has one of his father’s 
original Beano cartoons hanging in his office. 
Now he has an impressive collection of 21st 
century St James cartoon artworks to 
accompany it! Congratulations to: 
Isita (Y5), Elias (Y5), Poppy (Y4), Lilly (Y6),
Adithya (Y5), Du’a (Y5) and Romy (Y2).



YEAR 1 VISIT FOREST SCHOOL

had a very wet but very fun first trip to Gunnersbury Nature Reserve for Forest 
School.

They were introduced to the forest by Netti, the Forest School teacher who told them to 

look out for some birds and hedgehogs. Luckily the rain stopped so, they explored the 

woods, splashing in the puddles, and spotted different spider webs that were in-between 

the trees. 

They also learnt the name of a tree using a rhyme which went like this,

After that, they played a game of 123, where are you? and came back to school to enjoy a 

cup of hot chocolate and a biscuit.

.



NURSERY VISIT THE LIBRARY

What a wonderful second week of term it 
has been in the Nursery! We have been busy 
getting to know each other and exploring all 
of our beautiful spaces. One of our 
highlights this week has been visiting the 
Prep School library. We enjoyed a glorious 
interactive story session with Mrs Kourtis , 
the school’s librarian. We even got to select 
some brightly coloured picture books to 
take back to the Nursery with us. 

We can't wait to go and visit the library 
again next week!

TALK FOR WRITING

In English we are now using the Talk for 
Writing approach, which covers fiction and 
non-fiction texts. The key writing 
techniques appropriate for each age group 
are known as ‘toolkits’ and they include the 
relevant grammar and punctuation which 
can be used by the children to hook their 
reader and make their writing effective. 
Pupils internalise language patterns by 
orally learning their model text using text 
maps as memory joggers. 

.

CENTRE STAGE WITH

This edition of Centre Stage is with our 
three new interns Maya Williams, Daisy 
Nearchou and Callum Main. We also have a 
fourth intern, Genevieve Sim who was 
unwell at the time of writing.

All of our interns were students at St James, 
Maya and Callum joined the Prep School in 
Reception, continued through to the Senior 
Girls’ and Senior Boys’ School respectively 
and left in Year 13. Daisy joined the Senior 
Girls’ School in Year 7 and left in Year 11.
Find our more about our lovely interns here.

ST JAMES PREP IN TATLER SCHOOLS 
GUIDE 2022

We're delighted to yet again be included in Tatler 
Schools Guide. The review captures our balance of 
academic, pastoral, physical and mental well-being 
and spirituality.
"There is a lovely community feel to this school where 
you are well known and respected“.
“There is a strong emphasis on sustainability and the 
natural world”.
“Not everything is introspection and chill: get these 
children onto the sports field and they will shoot goals 
and bowl brilliantly without pause.”.
We are extremely proud of our staff, our pupils and 
our school for their hard work in securing this 
wonderful review of St James Prep.

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2021/09/17/centre-stage-with-the-interns/


13th -17th 
September 

2021

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Wednesday 22nd September
Reception Parents Coffee Morning, 8.15am-
9.00am

Monday 27th September 
Prep Taster Morning for St James Nursery 
children & parents 8.15-9.15am

Tuesday 28th September 
Y6 A + B Netball Triangular Tournament. 
Kings House Sports Ground W4 2SH. Time 
TBC

Wednesday 29th September
Year 1 Parents Coffee Morning 8.15-9.15am

Thursday 30th September 
Y6 Football Triangular Tournament.  Kings 
House Sports Ground W4 2SH. Time TBC

Please see the Autumn Term 2021 sports 
calendar here

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Artists of the Week: Observational Drawing and Painting 
from Life (13.09.21-17.09.21)

School is back and we celebrate autumn with observational 
drawing and painting. The children made beautiful still life 
pictures of tree branches, drawing what was in front of them 
as realistically and true to life as possible. It was a great 
exercise in “seeing” as well as translating a 3D object into 2D. 
Anastasia, Elle and Adithya in Year 5 as well as Phoenix and 
Layla in Year 6 made particularly lovely studies which are 
very carefully observed and painted.

Don’t forget to follow 
@insidestjamesprep - a closed 
account for the  St James Prep 
community – for regular pictures 
and videos of performances, 
assemblies and more. 

NEWS FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

Save The Date – Family Fun Run Saturday 2nd October 2021

We hope to see lots of Prep School families at our annual family fun run at the Senior Boys’ 
School. It is always a great day out, the children come dressed in fancy dress and take part in a 
1K Prep School race followed by a BBQ. Details below but more information to follow soon. 
Registration open from 12:30pm
Prep School 1K race starting at 1:30pm with a warm up beforehand
Senior Schools & adult race starting at 2.00pm with a warm up beforehand
BBQ after each race 
Prize giving at 3.00pm

Medals for all participants and prizes for the best fancy dress

SIGN UP FOR MUSIC LESSONS 

All children at St James have the opportunity to learn violin, piano, flute, clarinet, brass, drums 
& percussion and guitar with one of our peripatetic teachers during the school day. To see the 
biographies of our different teachers please see here
If you would like to sign up for a lesson please complete this form or contact Mr Sole on 
I.Sole@stjamesprep.org.uk for more information. 

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/09/UJ-Sports-Calendar-Autumn-2021.doc
https://www.instagram.com/insidestjamesprep/
https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2021/09/Music-Profiles-Word.pdf
https://forms.office.com/r/3Z9tEBx66s
mailto:I.Sole@stjamesprep.org.uk


A persuasive letter from a boy who has 
decided to sign up and fight in the First 
World War. By Sienna S, Year 6

Year 4 Boys using Gattegno charts for 
learning place value in maths

By Tara, Year 6



Tudor Roses by Mimosa, Eliska, Anastasia and Pippi in Year 5

By Rocco, Year 6


