
Best wishes,

We had something of a bumper assembly on Tuesday with a long list of 
commendations and awards for our pupils. There was a special atmosphere in the 
Gym, not least because of the presence of so many parents. 

For my part, I asked four pupils to test the efficacy of four different orange squeezers. 
They varied in size and cost. The task was to find the best squeezer. For this 
experiment, best was measured using three variables – speed, amount of juice, and the 
lowest level of mess.

There were a number of lessons to be learned. For instance, the use of four different 
looking and working squeezers suggests that there is rarely just one way to achieve 
something. And, also, that sometimes the simplest approach is just as effective as a 
more complicated or expensive solution. (One of the squeezers was the Philippe Starck
designed Alessi Juicy Salif Citrus Squeezer. You know the one – half spaceship, half 
squid; the priciest and most elegant, and by far the worst performing).

One of the points that I wanted to make to our pupils was about assessment. We asked 
ourselves, which was the most important – the speed of juicing or the amount of juice 
produced (with its links to waste and mess)? There was agreement that in terms of 
this experiment, a few seconds difference either way didn’t matter. What was 
important was the squeezer that produced the most juice with least fuss and mess. In a 
way, this was the classic contest between speed and quality. 

It is not too far a leap to go from this to sitting a test under timed conditions. There is 
always going to be something of a trade-off, although experience tells us that the 
answer is straightforward – focus on quality first. Indeed, as the old adage goes,

The winning squeezer, should you be interested, was a manual juicer with a hand 
press lever. A great lump of metal - £10 from Oxfam - and a thing of utilitarian beauty 
in its own way.



SUPERSTAR SHOOTERS

Year 6 A & B Netball teams had a great 
start to their season (after an 18 month 
drought of fixtures) by winning  4/4 of 
their matches against Parsons Green Prep 
and Kew College. 

Lady of the match in the A Team was 
Sienna M for her brilliant positioning in 
the D, holding her space to receive the 
long ball, and then finishing the solid pass 
in with continuous goals being scored.

Lady of the Match in the B Team was 
Antonia for scoring all 5 goals in one 
match!

ST JAMES OPERA HOUSE

Today, Year 4 received  an official certificate from the Royal Opera House of London, for their 
efforts and achievement, in learning and performing the opera of Carmen.

As the ex-principal cellist of the Opera of Catalunya, Mr Sole is very proud of how the Year 4s 
have excelled in this module, where they have learnt all about opera and its types, as well as 
the many voices that singers and performers can have in the operatic world. Together they 
discovered that no matter how high or low your voice is, everyone has their own voice, and 
they are all equally powerful and beautiful, because in its difference, rests what makes us all 
unique. 

As well as learning about voices, and styles of opera, they studied the opera of Carmen, by G. 
Bizet, which happens in Seville (Spain) and practised the three main Arias (The Toreador, The 
Children's Chorus, and the Habanera).

Parents and children at assembly this morning were treated to a performance of The Toreador.  
Well done Year 4! We can’t wait to hear more at your Singing Showcase on Friday 15th October. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL 2021

Nominations for School Council took place 
last week, with the children putting forward 
why they should be elected by their peers to 
represent the class at School Council. 

The standard was very high this year, with
the children speaking eloquently and
convincingly. Our new School Council for the 
year are: Finn, Joshin, Ila & Nanapari (Year 4)
Francesco, Raphael, Elle& Allegra (Year 5), 
and Ettore, Lazer, Salma and Sophie (Year 6).

CENTRE STAGE WITH…

This edition of Centre Stage is with our new Year 4 
girls class teacher, Miss Inglott. 

Enthusiastic, curious and excited to learn, are just a 
few of the words Miss Inglott uses to describe St 
James pupils. Music to our ears! Find out more about 
Miss Inglott and what attracted her to St James here.

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2021/10/01/centre-stage-with-miss-inglott-year-4-class-teacher/


THE STORY OF CHCOLATE

The new academic year sees the return of 
book club for Years 5 and 6, now affectionately 
known as The Story of Chocolate, as voted for 
by the children. Also up for the vote last week 
was which title we would all read, with the 
winning book being The Explorer by 
Katherine Rundall. The children take turns
hosting it each week, and have been asked to 
think about a little activity they can do 
relating to the book. This week they found a 
hidden map which led them to a red x and 
some marshmallow treasure.

.

OUR NEW GREEN TEAM

This year the Eco Committee are 
committed to continue to try and make St 
James Prep as eco-friendly and as green as 
possible.  Their goals are to improve our 
waste disposal systems, reduce the energy 
we use and stop using so much plastic. They 
are also determined to redesign and build a 
new beautiful wildlife garden. Eco 
Committee members are Laura and Arthur 
from Year 2, Rohan and Zak from Year 3, 
Luca and Shivani from Year 4, Damir, Zoe 
and Pippa from Year 5 and David, Daisy and 
Anika from Year 6.

GREAT YOUNG MINDS

Last weekend two of the Prep School pupils did us very proud. 

Congratulations to Abem in Year 5 who completed a 5K - Race for Life for Cancer and raised 
more than £550 for the cancer research. If you want to support him then his Just Giving page is 
still open https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/abems-race-for-life. 

Congratulations also to Rocco who competed at the Hever Castle triathlon, along with 129 
other 9-10 year olds. Last year was his first big event and he came 45th out of 170. But this year, 
with all the practise events under his belt, he did brilliantly and finished 20th overall.

Rocco has been selected to represent London in an Inter-Regional duathlon with the South 
East, which will take place over October half term.

https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/abems-race-for-life


.

International Dot Day – A Celebration of Creativity & 
Courage

In the Art Room our children joined over 21 million educators and students from 196 
countries, to participate in International Dot Day. This global creativity festival invites 
children to be courageous and to make their mark. It was originally inspired by the book, The 
Dot, by New York Times best-selling author/illustrator Peter H. Reynolds. Exploring the 
themes of creativity, bravery and self-expression, The Dot is a story about a perceptive, caring 
teacher who reaches out to a reluctant student who thinks she cannot draw by encouraging 
her to be brave enough to “just make a mark and see where it takes you.”  Take a look at the 
official website www.internationaldotday.org for more information. 

Here at St James Prep all the children definitely showed great courage in ‘making their marks’. 
They enjoyed the freedom of creating and found the process immensely liberating. The only 
rule was that they had to make dots! Dots of any size, arrangement or colour. The children’s 
imaginations were further inspired by looking at the incredible, dotty creations of the world 
famous artist Yayoi Kusama. Her immersive exhibition, the Infinity Rooms is currently on 
show at the Tate Modern. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.internationaldotday.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ca.hildebrand%40stjamesprep.org.uk%7C9907e9d53b4a4cdbf07908d983f0af03%7C47fe5ced261a4989a224da2a962b2cb7%7C0%7C0%7C637685892018433414%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=plu1Tl04%2Fc0kJJWnDy1fNCDQocA%2Fp%2BrtT40XiwlauS8%3D&reserved=0


20th-21st

Sept 2021

27th Sept-1st

Oct 2021

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Monday 4th October 
Harvest Festival –please bring your donations 
in with the children in the morning
Second-hand uniform sale in courtyard 2.30-
4.30pm
Wednesday 6th October 
Year 2 Parents Coffee Morning
Thursday 7th October
St James Prep Open Morning for Prospective 
Parents
Tuesday 12th October
Individual and Sibling School Photos
Charity Book sale in courtyard 2.30-4.30pm
Wednesday 13th October
Year 3 Parents Coffee Morning
Thursday 14th October 
Lower School Singing Showcase 8.20-9.00am
Friday 15th October
Upper School Singing Showcase 8.20-9.00am
Usual dismissal time

Monday 18th –Friday 29th October – Half
Term

SENIOR BOYS&SENIOR 
GIRLS’ OPEN EVENTS
Senior Boys’ School - Open Morning –
Saturday 9th October 2021. School tours on the 
10th & 24th of November . More info here
Senior Girls’ School - Sixth Form Open 
Evening Wednesday 6th October 2021,
School in Action (9.00am-11.00am, including 
optional tour of Sixth Form Centre) Thursday 
4th November 2021.

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Artists of the Week: International Dot Day (20.09.21-
24.09.21)

This week all the children in the Prep School participated 
in the exciting, worldwide initiative, International Dot Day, 
inspired by the book The Dot by Peter H Reynolds. Malu in 
Year 1 as well as David and Magali in Year 2 created 
particularly vibrant, abstract dot pictures which show an 
excellent use of colour and form.

Artists of the Week: International Autumn (27.09.21-
01.10.21)

Botany is an ancient science. In Year 3 we have become 
botanical illustrators - using form and colour to create 
these delicate paintings of leaves. The Year 3 children 
learned a resist technique, combining oil pastel with 
watercolour, to create these intricate and sensitive 
pictures. Shivaani and Rosa paid close attention to the 
identifying characteristics of their leaf - beautiful!

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/seniorboys/admissions/open-days/




This week Reception have started their talk for writing! We have been setting creative 
hooks for the children all week. Our first story is – The Gingerbread Man. As a class 
we have seen the gingerbread man pop up around school. He even came to visit our 
class rooms.. he told us he is running away and that we can catch him. So, we have 
made some WANTED posters and posted them around school to see if anyone can 
see him or even catch him! Work by Flynn (left) and Hanna (right).

Story Map by Nanapari, Year 4

By Mac, Year 4


