
It was lovely to see so many of you at last night’s Parent Teachers Interviews. It is always a 
highlight in the calendar. Often, the outcome of assessments and tests are discussed at these 
meetings. Although compelling, they are best thought of as indications; indications of work 
done and work still to do. What we are more interested in as a school is the process, as this will 
support further progress and development. 

There is an example that I like to draw on in my own thinking about the correct balance 
between process and outcomes. Many of you will know that I have spent much of my 
teaching life in senior schools in Oxford and London. A number of these schools have prided 
themselves on their rowing prowess. I would like to invite you to compare the approach by 
two schools, which I will not name. 

The first school had as its goal to win as many cups and medals as possible. From Year 9 they 
trained their young rowers on rowing machines, long runs along the river – fitness was all. The 
stopwatch was king and sovereign. The school had some success in winning at junior level, 
but they found that a number of rowers gave up rowing at Sixth Form because of either injury 
or disenchantment. Certainly, they did not have enough senior rowers to make up an Eight 
that could compete in nationally important regattas, such as Henley. The second school also 
started rowing in Year 9. Their approach was different. For them, it was important that their 
young rowers spent as much time as possible on the river, in boats. For this school, the 
coaching of technique was everything. They also wanted the pupils to enjoy rowing, whatever 
their level. Competition in the younger years was for experience, and to apply what they had 
learned. They would also come back from junior regattas having won pots and medals. The 
coaches would focus on how well they had rowed just as much as how fast they had gone. It 
was this school that went on to win the Princess Elizabeth Cup at Henley, three years in a row 
during my time there. 

We do well to celebrate achievement, but I think we do even better to celebrate what it takes to 
achieve. When we think about education, we support our young learners to become lifelong 
learners and take an approach that is healthy and sustainable, rather than one that looks 
solely at short term gain.

Best wishes,

St James Prep’s first mixed gender netball team



WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

Yesterday the school marked Armistice Day 
with a Remembrance Service at the Prep 
School. The day started with the Year 6 girls’ 
assembly on WW1 to the Lower School 
(which they performed to Upper School this 
morning), followed by the actual service at 
10.40am. Led by Father Rob, the service 
included readings from the children, 
beautiful performances by Lara and Poppy 
(Year 4) and Sienna (Year 6) and singing 
from the whole school. At 11.00am the 
whole school fell silent at the end of which 
The Last Post was played by Suki in Year 6.

A FIRST FOR ST JAMES PREP

On Tuesday, players in Year 3 took part in 
our very first mixed-gender netball match 
against Kew College and Parsons Green 
Prep. This was a really exciting game and 
the children played brilliantly!  The A Team 
won both matches and the B Team won one 
and lost one. We are looking forward to 
seeing how these mixed teams diversify and 
strengthen the skillset of our netball and 

football teams. 

ST JAMES PREP BAKE OFF

Congratulations to all those who took part 
in the Bake Off this week! Your participation 
and hard work created great excitement in 
the corridors on Monday morning. Thank 
you so much to all those at home who 
helped in the kitchen over the weekend. The 
School Council have been planning this 
event since the start of the year and were 
astounded by the incredible standard and 
number of entries - 39 in total. First place 
was awarded to Damir (Y5), second place to 
Daisy (Y6) and Stephanie (Y6) and third 
place to Nicole (Y6), along with house 
points for all participants!

COME COLLECT YOUR LOST PROPERTY!

The lost property basket in the corridor outside the School Office is overflowing with 
cardigans, smocks, games kit, berets, gloves and more! A number of the items appear to be new 
or nearly new, and all are either not labelled at all or are labelled with the name of a child who 
has already left the Prep School. 

Please remember to label all items of clothing, including shoes, as this will help us return any 
missing clothing to its rightful owner.

We need to clear Lost Property, so please either come in and have a look through it, or ask your 
child to have a look through. If it has not been claimed by the 22nd November 2021 then we 
will donate it to second-hand uniform.



Firstly, we got on the coach. It was a very long ride but I had a nice partner to keep me 
company. We sat near that back of the coach. The ride was roughly 45 minutes. Me and my 
partner, Orla, were really excited. We couldn’t stop talking about how fun it was going to be.

Soon, we arrived! After we got off the coach, we made our way to Hampton Court Palace gates. 
We stood in a single-file line and walked until we reached a glass hut. Then, we got our 
wristbands. Soon after, we went into the palace courtyard. We waited here for around 20 
minutes. Finally, our guide was ready to meet us. As we made our way to the grand hall, we 
saw lots of paintings of Henry VII. When we met our guide, he told us that he was Henry VIII’s 
yeoman (his name was Thomas).

Our guide told us about the royal ranking. It turns out that the children of Henry were higher 
in the ranking than the queen! We were standing in a line pretending to be people in the royal 
court. I was the queen (Catherine Howard). I learned a lot. We saw the door that led to Henry’s 
private room. Only he, his wife and a few friends could enter. I also learned that you were safer 
at the bottom of the ranking.

Next, we explored the kitchens. They had huge chimneys and fireplaces. Also, exploring how 
they used to cook was really wonderful. We saw a lot of fake meat! Finally, we went to the 
palace gardens. We got into our Houses and took a picture. After that, the teachers took us to 
explore more. We saw a huge fountain with tonnes of fish and lots of trees shaped like 
mushrooms. The most beautiful thing we saw, I think, was definitely the world’s largest vine –
it even holds a Guinness World Book of Record! This was one of my best experiences on a 
school trip because I have never been to a palace before and also because I LOVE learning 
about the Tudors! By Allegra, Year 5



.

GREAT YOUNG MINDS

Our Great Young Mind is Suki in Year 6 for 
playing The Last Post at the Remembrance 
Service for both the Prep and Senior School. 
The Last Post is an incredibly challenging 
piece for any trumpeter and it is the first 
time that a Prep School pupil has ever 
played the piece. Suki showed incredible 
bravery and also dedication, practising the 
piece to get it just right on the day. Her hard 
work paid off as it was pitch perfect. 

THROWN DOWN FRIDAY

Year 4 Boys’ classroom was buzzing again this lunchtime at 
out second Throwdown Friday. The event is proving to be 
incredibly popular with the children who enjoy supporting 
their friends. Today was Year 3 & Year 4 children’s turn to 
wow us with their singing, guitar, violin and piano.

The next event is scheduled for the 3rd of December. Special 
thanks to Daisy in Year 6 for designing the eye-catching 
poster.

CENTRE STAGE WITH…

This issue of Centre Stage is with our new 
Year 1 teacher, Miss Laird. Her passion and 
desire to be a teacher shone through from 
an early age when she used to line up her 
teddies - she is also a keen sportswoman 
and was scouted to play basketball at a 
national level when she was younger. 
Having recently retuned from Dubai where 
she was Head of Early Years, Miss Laird is 
enjoying our beautiful Autumnal weather. 
Read more about Miss Laird and what 
brought her to St James here.

YEAR 6 MATCH REPORT

On the 4th November the Year 6 girls had a netball 
tournament against Kew Green. The B team were 
playing first, their score was 5-3 to St James! The A Team 
played next and won 7-3. The players of the match were 
Antonia (B Team) and Esther (A Team). The captains 
were Nicole (B Team) and Tara (A Team). At the end of 
the match, everyone was awarded a Kit Kat. They were 
delicious! By Tara, Lilly and Antonia.

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2021/11/12/centre-stage-with-miss-laird/


8th-12th

November  
2021

1st-5th Nov 
2021

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Wednesday 17th November
Year 6 Parents Coffee Morning, 8.15am-
8.45am 
Whole School Parent Teachers (Virtual) 4.30-
7.30pm
Friday 19th November
Children In Need – children to come to school 
dressed in yellow (or white, blue or green if 
you don’t’ have any yellow clothes) with a £1 
Donation to Children in Need.

Please note, if you have a child at St James 
Nursery, Mrs Bist is happy for drop-off to be 
at 8.00am so that you can attend any Prep 
School events which start at 8.15am

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Egyptian Sarcophagi Drawings (01/11/21-05/11/21)

In the Art Room the children in Year 3 have been designing 
their own Egyptian sarcophagi which links to their history 
topic on Ancient Egypt. They loved creating these 
incredibly detailed drawings and paid careful attention to 
the form, ornamentation and meaning behind these 
fabulous artefacts from 2,500 years ago! Felix, Annabel F 
and Rohan's drawings are particularly stunning. The next 
step in the design process will be making their sarcophagi 
in 3D form using clay.

Van Gogh's Starry Night by Year 1 (08/11/21 -12/11/21)

In the Art Room Year 1 have been studying Vincent Van 
Gogh's iconic painting, Starry Night. Linking to their 
literacy setwork book, 'How to Catch a Star' the children 
focused on recreating Van Gogh's night sky. After looking 
closely at the painting they used cotton buds dipped in 
thick paint and tried to imitate Van Gogh's thick, fluid 
brushstrokes to give the impression of movement. Mia and 
Winnie did a particularly good job at capturing Van Gogh's 
style. Their paintings are rich with texture and look like 
they are moving!

Don’t forget to follow @insidestjamesprep - a 
closed account for the  St James Prep 
community – for regular pictures and videos 
of performances, assemblies and more. 

https://www.instagram.com/insidestjamesprep/


Buckingham Palace Trip Report by Finn, Year 4



Year 3 commemorated Remembrance Day by making poppy lanterns 
in RS. A beautiful tribute to all those who fought and died in conflict.

Year 2 History of Flight Model Aeroplanes


