
I had a brief slot in this week’s assembly. I am happily squeezed from one side by the mass of 
commendations that are my great pleasure to award; and from the other, by the wonderful 
music making and singing of the Prep community. Still, I had long enough to talk about two 
crucially important words – diversity and inclusion. These are words that belong together, and 
words that are central to every fully functioning community. In schools, we must lead the way 
by highlighting their meaning, importance, and their connection.

I am aware that this is something that centres on the need to be open to embracing and 
celebrating all the wonderful diversity in our community. Our curriculum is at the heart of 
developing a culturally inclusive school. An understanding of cultural, linguistic and religious 
diversity is embedded in the whole school curriculum and developed through teaching and 
learning. As we move forward, we will promote cultural diversity through our extra-
curricular life; through assemblies, and acknowledging festivals and celebrations. The books 
we read and recommend, the songs we sing, and the lessons we teach will be responsive to 
diversity, as appropriate. The aim must be for our pupils to have critical thinking tools to allow 
them to develop their own spiritual/philosophical convictions, exploring and enriching their 
own beliefs and values.
There are some lovely quotes on diversity. Here are two that I hope you enjoy:

―Mahatma Gandhi

―Maya Angelou

Best wishes,

Painting inspired by Jean-Michel Basquiat, a Haitian-American artist by Penn (Year 6).



MEDALS FOR MUSIC

This half term, Year 6 have reached a 
milestone in their music training. They 
have all composed their first ever 
polyphony, either in groups of 
individually. Everyone's compositions 
will be converted by Mr Sole to 
MIDI>MP3 file, and will be shared with 
all of you so you can hear their incredible 
compositions. This morning they were all 
awarded a gold medal for this great 
achievement at the Upper School Singing
Showcase.

THE GOLDEN HORSE

The Golden Horses, the new name for the Year 
4 book club, met for a second time this week, 
with Finn in the driving seat.  We are 
currently reading Noah’s Gold by Frank 
Cottrell-Boyce, a story about a group of 
children stranded on an island following a 
number of mishaps on a school geography 
trip.
We talked about our favourite characters so 
far, some of the ways the children have 
managed to survive (including some very odd 
sandwich choices) and the hints throughout 
that the writer is Irish.

ST JAMES PREP ARTISTS SCOOP GOLD 
AT THE ISA NATIONALS

Every year the Independent Schools Association 
(ISA) holds a National Art competition. On 
Thursday 7th October they held the Area Art 
competition for schools which fall in the London 
North group, of which St James Prep is included. 
We entered a variety of incredible pieces of art 
from Reception up to Year 6. This year the pupils at 
St James Prep did exceptionally well with a total of 
six artworks being placed in their 
categories. Firstly, well done to every child in the 
school who made a plate to create our fantastic 
collaborative artwork, ‘What Love Means to Me’ 
because it was awarded 3rd place in the 3D Group 
Art category. Anika and Vishnu (Year 6) and 
Romy’s (Year 2) artworks were also placed third in 
their respective 2D Art categories. Phoenix’s (Year 
6) vibrant silk painting of a Hokusai inspired fish 
was placed second in the Key Stage 2 Textiles 
category. First place in the EYFS 2D Art category 
was awarded to Sophie in Reception for her 
beautifully expressive, mixed media piece titled 
‘Colour Explosion’. Sophie’s winning artwork 
qualifies to be submitted in the National Finals in 

November.  



In the Art Room we feel it is important to celebrate diversity and study artists from a 
variety of ethnic groups and nationalities. Recently we have looked at the work of three 
black artists: Faith Ringgold, Jean-Michel Basquiat and Gerard Sekoto. The children were 
shown a range of their artworks and had the opportunity to create their own pieces 
inspired by these artists' work. Last term the best pieces were on display in the Spencer 
Gallery.

In Assembly, Upper School learned about 
some important people and events in Black 
history from the UK and around the world 
(including the Black Lives Matter movement 
and the Bristol Bus Boycott). The children 
shared some of their own knowledge about 
these events and were encouraged to take 
the opportunity to learn something new this 
October.

In Music, the children have been looking at 
black history from its roots in New Orleans 
in the 19th Century, where the first artists 
were discovered in Congo Square. Their 
voices would become the first genre of black 
music identity, known as the Blues, which 
would lead to Jazz, Rock'n'Roll, Reggae and
Hip Hop. The children listened to the 
evolution of two centuries of music and 
discussed about the important influence 
this music brought to the world.

Bob Marley fact file by Ila in Year 4



#GIRLPOWER

This month Stephanie in Year 6 made us 
proud with her participation in the Brazilian 
Jiu-Jitsu ‘2021 Compnet UK National 
Championship’. 

Stephanie, who has been practicing this 
martial art since she was six, participated in 
her first competition and brought us the gold 
medal for her belt / age category.

When asked about what she loves most about 
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, Stephanie explains that it 
is a great opportunity to discover new things, 
learn how to defend herself and make new 
friends.

.

CENTRE STAGE WITH…

This edition of Centre Stage is with our new 
Year 6 Boys teacher, Mr Norris. Often seen 
grinding his coffee beans in the staff room 
early in the morning, Mr Norris is 
impressed by the warmth of his welcome to 
St James Prep by everyone.

Originally from the South West of England, 
Mr Norris has been living in Prague, Czech 
Republic, for the past seven years, teaching 
in an international school. 

Read more about Mr Norris here.

SPARTAN WARRIORS

St James Prep pupils never fail to impress 
us, whether they are in the classroom, 
music room, art room or on a hill in East 
Sussex. In more amazing weekend news, 
Finn (Year 5) and |Romy (Year 2) took part 
in the Spartan kids race in East Sussex, last 
Sunday 10th October. The race consisted of 
1.5kms of hilly ground with 20 
obstacles. Finn was 3rd in the 7-9yr age 
group and Romy was the first girl across the 
line. Warriors!

.

COME BE AN INTERN AT ST JAMES PREP!

Calling all Sixth Form leavers on a gap year; and postgraduates who might be considering a 
post-university gap year or a career in teaching. We are looking for two wonderful new 
interns to support teaching staff in lessons and contribute to the School’s Co-curricular 
programme. Placements would ideally be for the rest of the academic year, but applications 
will be considered for one or two terms.  If you are willing, able and highly adaptable and 
enjoy working with children then apply now by expressing initial interest in an email 
addressed to The Head, Mr Kris Spencer, and sending your CV. The email and CV should be 
sent to Ashleigh Bagnall, The Head’s PA, at a.bagnall@stjamesprep.org.uk

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2021/10/15/centre-stage-with-mr-norris/
mailto:a.bagnall@stjamesprep.org.uk


4th-8th Oct 
2021

11th-15th Oct 
2021

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Wednesday 3rd November
Year 4 Parents Coffee Morning, 8.15am-
8.45am 
Wednesday 10th November
Year 5 Parents Coffee Morning, 8.15am-
8.45am
Thursday 11th October
Remembrance Service (children only)
Parent Teacher Interviews (in-person at 
school) 4.30pm-7.30pm
Friday 12th October
Throwdown Friday – Year 4 boys classroom. 
12.30-1.00pm. Come and make music with 
your friends. (children only). 

Please note, if you have a child at St James 
Nursery, Mrs Bist is happy for drop-off to be 
at 8.00am so that you can attend any Prep 
School events which start at 8.15am

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Artists of the Week: Tudor Portraits (04.10..21-08.10.21)

Linking with their history topic on the Tudors, Y5 have 
been working on creating their own Tudor portraits. They 
learnt about the Tudor portrait style and about how to draw 
facial proportions accurately. They also made their own 
fancy frames for their portraits! Zoe and Elle's portraits are 
beautiful and exceptionally well executed.

Artists of the Week: “Surprised” after Roussea (11.10..21-
15.10.21)

Y1 have been exploring the colour green - mixing various 
shades and intensities in palettes as proper artists do! And 
what better way to study green than pay homage to Henri 
Rousseau’s magnificent jungle scene titled “Surprised” 
(1891). Vivienne and Aria made some delightful 
interpretations of a tiger ready to pounce in a lush green 
background.



By Zak
By Annabelle H

By DylanBy Salila



Nursery’s yoga pose of the week – The Giraffe

By Vitana and Lara, Year 2

By Mostafa, Year 4


