
Last Friday, I was excited to be able to visit The Senior Boys’ School for the first time. COVID had 
restricted me from visiting last year and I eagerly accompanied a group of Year 5 and 6 parents 
who were as interested as I to find out what all the fuss was about. 

We took the coach up to Ashford from the Earsby site. The journey time was 40 minutes. 

I was immediately impressed by the warmth and authenticity of the School. Mr Brazier spoke 
to us about his vison of a distinctive education, uniting a philosophical approach to the 
development of essential life skills with an emphasis upon academic excellence and good 
character. He highlighted the quality of the teaching on offer (‘the best staff I have ever 
assembled’), and the excellent examination outcomes for the pupils. STEM is particularly 
strong and a large investment in ICT facilities will follow shortly.

There was a calm focus in the School as we were shown around by former Prep School pupils. 
Undoubtedly, the investment in a newly built Sports Hall is paying dividends in not only 
sporting excellence but also general health and well-being. I certainly learned a great deal; 
especially, from the Q & A over refreshments when two Sixth Formers spoke about the St James 
ethos, and their own individual learning journeys.

Certainly, I don’t think the travel time should be a barrier. I wasn’t aware that the school had so 
many dedicated bus routes – five, each with their own colour! And, that for the older boys the 
train option is so heavily used. Ashford has its own rail station, five-minutes walk from the 
School. 

With Christmas approaching, and our thoughts turning to family, it was reassuring to me to 
remember that we have a family in the St James group of schools. I was reminded of the famous 
quote from Harper Lee about being able to choose friends but not family. In the case of the St 
James Schools, we can choose both.

Best wishes,

St James Senior Boys’ School



UNDEFEATED!

Yesterday concluded our fixtures for the 
term. And what a day it was!

A massive congratulations to the Y6 Girls A, 
B and C netballs teams who won all three of 
their matches  against Latymer Prep 24:4, 
8:3 and 7:3. All three teams remain 

undefeated for the 

Congratulations also to our Year 3 netball 
team for beating two undefeated Roche 
teams 4:2 and 3:1.

Well done everyone for a great term of 
fixtures.

A reminder that it is House Football &
Netball on Tuesday 7th December for Y3&4 
and Thursday 9th for Y5&6 at Kings House 
Sports Ground. You are all warmly invited 
to support your teams. More details to follow 
from Miss Robertson.

DIVERSITY & INCLUSION AT ST JAMES PREP

On Thursday, we invited parents, alumni, staff and governors from St James Prep, St James 
Senior Girls’ and St James Senior Boys’,  into the school,  to share our approaches to diversity 
and inclusion. Each school had conducted an audit focusing on inclusivity, and representing 
the experiences of black, Asian and minority ethnic (BAME) people to help with making 
diversity and anti-racism central to our curriculum. Mr Brazier, Head of The Boys’ School, 
chaired the event. Jackson Ogunyemi, better known as “Action Jackson” was the facilitator. The 
result was an evening of great warmth and positivity. It was St James at its best. Not least 
among the positives was the example of the former pupils who set the ball rolling in writing a 
letter to the Heads and Governors. They are a testimonial to the St James tradition.

SIXTH FORM ACADEMIC 
MENTORS

This week saw the launch of our Academic 
Mentoring scheme. 

The scheme will operate in a variety of time 
slots. It involves Sixth Form girls working to 
support and build on the abilities and 
interests of our Prep School pupils The 
mentors and mentees derive huge fulfilment 
from its personalised nature. Sixth Form 
students with particular abilities and 
interests in subject areas work closely with 
pupils throughout the age range on subject 
specific topics. This will become a vital part 
of the working of the Academic Mentoring 
Department, providing an excellent 
opportunity for mentors and mentees to 
share knowledge and skills.

A consequence of this system is a mutual 
benefit with both mentors and mentees 
strengthening their confidence and 
expertise as a result of participating in these 
sessions.



On Tuesday 16th November, we began our Diwali celebration. Each year group was given a 
different activity to complete which linked to the festival. Mr Nandakumara (Shivaani and 
Vishnu’s dad) kick-started the event with a fantastic assembly about Diwali and the 
importance of it in the Hindu calendar. The pupils were so engaged and enjoyed discussing 
their knowledge back in the classroom. Nursery painted beautiful diya holders whilst 
Reception made traditional Diwali cards. Year 1 learned a Diwali themed song to the tune of 
‘London Bridge’ which you can see below. Year 2 wrote wonderful acrostic poems and Year 3 
made stunning rangoli patterns. Year 4 pupils were delighted to make coconut barfi, it was 
delicious! Year 5 created paper bag luminaries as an alternative decoration to diya lights and 
Year 6 wrote a recount of Rama’s time in the forest whilst searching for Sita. It was a wonderful 
way to celebrate and we are already looking forward to next year’s event! 

LITTLE LAMPS 
Tune: “London Bridge”

Little lamps are burning bright,
Burning bright, burning bright. At 
Little lamps are burning bright.
It’s Diwali.

See them lighting up the night,
Up the night, up the night.
See them lighting up the night.
It’s Diwali.

Liz Ryerson



.

PRIMARY MATHS CHALLLENGE

Children in Year 5 and 6 enjoyed taking part 
in the first Primary Maths Challenge paper. 
There were some particularly challenging 
questions.The children demonstrated 
exceptional resilience and determination. We 
are looking forward to receiving our results 
next week and awarding prizes! Children that 
have performed exceptionally well will move 
on to the bonus round.

The Christmas Market is back! Come and join us for some festive fun on Sunday 5th December 
1pm – 4pm. There will be lots of fun and games for the children, live music, food and 
a wonderful selection of Christmas stalls so you can support small businesses and get some 
Christmas shopping done. The Christmas raffle, with some fantastic prizes, will also be drawn 
then, so don’t forget to purchase your raffle tickets in advance. We look forward to seeing you 
there. 

ISA SWIMMING

Fifteen schools took part and once the action 
started there was tremendous cheering and 
clapping during all 25 races. 

Normally the swimming pool is full of noise 
from all the parents cheering, but due to 
COVID spectators were unable to attend so it 
was left up to us to scream as loud as possible 
for St James! It was amazing to see St James 
pupils so supportive of each other whether 
their peers were coming 1st or 6th. Despite 
having a year and a half of no swimming and 
no galas for two years, we still managed to win 
13 medals! 

Maggie in Y6, claimed first place in both her 
events: front crawl and backstroke. Sienna, also 
in Y6, won gold in her 50m butterfly event. 
Both girls qualified for the National 
Championships and will represent London 
North this Sunday 28th November. Eliska, in 
Year 5, came 4th in front crawl, which means 
she also qualified for the Nationals to join the 
London North Y5 Girls Relay Team. 

GREAT YOUNG MINDS

This week’s Great Young Mind is Magali in 
Year 2 who, inspired by seeing flags in a 
friend’s book at home and on her classroom 
door, decided to learn the different county 
flags and draw them beautifully. When
asked what flag she would design for her 
self, she said: “A blue one, with a pink and 
yellow flower.”.Wonderful! Well done Magali!



22nd-26th

November  
2021

15th-19th
Nov 2021

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Tuesday 30th November
Lower School Curriculum Evening for
Parents 6.00-7.30pm
Wednesday 1st December
Year 2 Trip to the Science Museum
Thursday 2nd December
Year 3 Trip to the British Museum
Friday 3rd December
St James Prep School in Action for prospective 
parents
Sunday 5th December
St James Prep Christmas Market, 1:00pm-
4:00pm
Tuesday 7th December
Year 3 & 4 House Football and Netball, Kings 
House Sports Ground
Thursday 9th December
Year 2 Nativity Play 2:00 -3:15pm
Year 5 & Year 6 House Football and House
Netball, Kings House Sports Ground
Friday 10th December
Reception, Year 1 & Year 3 Christmas Concert 
8.15am-9.00am

If you haven’t already, please order your
Gillman & Soame photographs as soon as 
possible (but by Tuesday 30th November if 
you would like them for Christmas). If details 
have been mislaid, please contact Gillman & 
Soame directly at 
enquiries@gillmanandsoame.co.uk or on 
01869 328200 quoting the security password 
stjamesprep582fphed2021 and they can 
assist. 

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Diwali Divas by Year 3 (22/11/21-26/11/21)

Diwali, the Festival of Lights, is a festival of new 
beginnings and the triumph of good over evil and light 
over darkness. Hindus celebrate it with joy and hope for 
good welfare, prosperity and wisdom. In Year 3 we’ve been 
decorating our Diyas (small oil lamps) to light up our 
worlds. Sweets and fireworks optional! Viktoriia and 
Annabelle H made some particularly spectacular chalk 
pastels.

WW1 Watercolours by Year 6 (15/11/21 -19/11/21)

Year 6 are studying the First World War in history. Linked 
to this topic, their English set work book was 'War Games' 
by Michael Foreman. In art we used the beautiful 
watercolour illustrations from this celebrated children’s 
book to guide us in our exploration of the subject and to 
further our watercolour skills and techniques. Kevin and 
Sienna M created particularly striking watercolours which 
really capture this momentous period in history.
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The Story of Rama and Sita by Leander, Year 6



Diwali Acrostic Poem by Lara, Year 2



Throwdown Friday poster by Penn, Year 6


