
This week saw the announcement of Joelle Taylor as the winner of the TS Eliot poetry prize. 
Run by the TS Eliot Foundation, the award is the most valuable prize in British poetry, and the 
only one judged purely by established poets.

Over the last two years, I have discovered the vibrant but largely hidden world of contemporary 
poetry. In this world, it seems that there are as many styles of poetry as there are types of music. 

I started writing poetry at the start of lockdown. After two years or so, having made many 
mistakes and taken no end of wrong turnings, I am seeing my poems published. I think it 
would be fun to share with you some of the tools one can use for writing poetry. With this in 
mind, I would like to offer parents the chance to sign up to a six-week course, Writing Poetry. 
The course would run on Zoom, initially. Timings are 6.30pm – 8.00pm every Monday. We 
would aim to start on Monday 31st January. The meetings will run concurrently from then, 
with a break for Half Term. There will be a chance to read poems, and share our favourite 
poetry, but the focus will be writing poetry. We will keep things light but there might be some 
homework. 

The final session on 14 March will be a chance for the parent poets to perform – we may hold 
this event in school with guests invited. At this stage the optimum number for the group is 
around ten, plus myself. Most of a poet’s education is self-education. This said, I think the craft 
of careful writing and meticulous revision can be taught. And, then it’s over to you.

Please let Ashleigh know if you are interested by 4pm on Thursday 2 February. I don’t know 
how many of you will want to sign up, but we will draw names out of a hat should the course 
be oversubscribed. No previous experience of writing poetry is needed – all levels will benefit 
from our work together.

Best wishes,

Parent Quiz –can you name these poets? Answer at the end of the newsletter

Parent Quiz – match the name to the image: Phillis Wheatley, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Christina 
Rossetti, Rupi Kaur, Mary Oliver, Sarojini Naidu, Sappho, Sylvia Plath, Maya Angelou, Emily Dickinson



CENTRE STAGE WITH 
MRS JESSUP

This edition of Centre Stage is with one of 
our wonderful Sanskrit teachers, Mrs 
Jessup. 

Her passion for the Sanskrit is evident 
throughout the school, whether it is the 
textbooks and syllabus  which she helped 
develop alongside Mr Jessup;  the passion 
she inspires in the children to use the 
subject as a tool to pursue philosophy and 
ethics; or the unique way St James pupils 
have developed a linguistic training which 
is second to none!

She sums up a St James education by 
saying:
I think the philosophical and spiritual 
dimension of the education at St James is 
what makes it stand out. The pupils know, 
from an early age, that there is more to life 
than the surface appearance of 
things. This spiritual dimension is 
explored in a non-denominational way, so 
everyone is included. It’s very 
unifying. Read the full interview here.

MAHAYANA NEW YEAR AT ST JAMES PREP

GREAT YOUNG MINDS

This edition of Great Young Minds is Damir 
in Year 5 who, at the end of last term, 
decided to write a Sanskrit story.

The story, which you can see at the end of 
this newsletter,  was composed in very 
accurate Sanskrit prose. This was totally his 
own initiative and shows Damir's erudition 
and passion for Sanskrit, as well as his sense 
of humour!

As part of the rich and diverse RS curriculum here at St James, the children will be learning 
more about Buddhism, when we join in the celebration of Mahayana New Year on Tuesday 
18th January. This is a worldwide celebration and one that is important to acknowledge.

The day will include a meditation session and lighting of candles, followed by a self-
reflection activity and a “feast” towards the end of the day.

The feast usually entails family and friends sharing their favourite foods together. In light of
Covid and to ensure this event is as safe as possible, please provide your child with their 
favourite snack (which must be nut-free) for them to have during this part of the day.

If you would like to learn more about Mahayana New Year, some information can be found at 
/mahayana-new-year/

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2022/01/14/centre-stage-with-mrs-jessup/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnationaltoday.com%2Fmahayana-new-year%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ca.hildebrand%40stjamesprep.org.uk%7Cc5c7f6f64cd14bcdf4eb08d9d66b3dc1%7C47fe5ced261a4989a224da2a962b2cb7%7C0%7C0%7C637776578349979712%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=zDDuX8ovKVrxtKJngwsx7idkspfIeVV9ljbK9hb%2FPlU%3D&reserved=0




10th-14th

Jan 

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Tuesday 18th January
Mahayana New Year
Wednesday 19th January
Year 6 Trip to The Imperial War Museum
Year 3 Class Holiday Meeting
Wednesday 26th January
Year 5 Class Holiday Meeting

Don’t forget you can see the Dates for the Dairy for 
this term, along with the term dates for the 
academic year 2022-2023 and menu on the 
parents page (password: flourish)

Please check the online calendar 
https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/pa
rents/calendar/ as events are added to the 
calendar regularly.

Spring Half Term Camps
Super Camps
www.Supercamps.co.uk.
Young Explorers www.youngexplorerskids.com
Mother Nature Science Club www.mnature.co.uk

To make a booking please contact the club 
directly.

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Up, Up and Away… Year 2 (10/1/22- 14/1/22)

Year 2 have been studying the “History of 
Flight” and we in the Art lesson haven’t been 
short on inspiration. Magnificent hot air 
balloons were created using collage, paint, oil 
pastels and pen and ink - all in one gorgeous 
picture! Bailey’s and Romy’s landscapes with hot 
air balloons really caught our imaginations, we 
can almost feel the breeze...!

TOP SCORER:  Pipi (Year 5) 75 HPs 
for Winchester

ST JAMES FAMILY CRESTS

Now hanging inside the entry is our latest whole 
school collaborative art project from the Autumn 
Term’s extended art lessons. This dynamic, 
exciting artwork consists of every child 
(including nursery!) imagining what their family 
crest would be if they could design their own. 
Since the pharaohs, signet rings have historically 
marked a unique family sign. In this artwork 
each individual square represents one child’s 
vision of their family. The children were very 
creative working with oil pastels in a limited 
colour range to create their original design. 
Along the way, we learned about colour theory as 
well as the difference of representing an idea 
figuratively vs geometrically and how that could 
impact their meaning. We even pressed our own 
design onto hot liquid sealing wax! Year 6 helped 
assemble the finished artwork. Can you spot your 
child’s family crest?

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/parents/calendar/
http://www.supercamps.co.uk/
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youngexplorerskids.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ca.hildebrand%40stjamesprep.org.uk%7C1899bee7bab1457f0f4f08d9d4437e5d%7C47fe5ced261a4989a224da2a962b2cb7%7C0%7C0%7C637774208647056162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=TcipKU%2FLsL%2BH2ekahghQs8YmWcJYfDN1Wz7OKSRG2%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mnature.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ca.hildebrand%40stjamesprep.org.uk%7C1899bee7bab1457f0f4f08d9d4437e5d%7C47fe5ced261a4989a224da2a962b2cb7%7C0%7C0%7C637774208647056162%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fiznMgV%2FvtQIYgG7qeZFCnEgEG9r5C3GPPMYMtfkULU%3D&reserved=0


FABULOUS FRUIT DISPLAY 
This new display consists of every child in the school (including nursery) working from 
life to do an observational picture. We start each term with this challenging exercise, last 
term it was autumn foliage. Nursery - Y1 used chalk and oil pastels to represent their fruit, 
Y2 - Y6 water colour. Each picture is completed in one lesson. Astonishing results!

YEAR 3 EGYPTIAN SARCOPHAGI

THE NEW EXHIBITION IN THE SPENCER GALLERY



Sanskrit Story and translation by Damir (Year 5)



Estimating and measuring in maths, Year 4

Estimating and measuring in maths, Year 4Making a camp at forest school

Superhero masks by Year 2 in support of 
their superhero story which they will 

write next week



Map of The United Kingdom by Orla, Year 5

Keats Tennyson Wordsworth Shakespeare Chaucer
John Donne TS Eliot William Blake WB Yeats Lord Byron

Quiz Answers


