
I am writing this from home. Seemingly, late in the day, I am struck down with COVID. In the 
same way, the Prep has seen cases rise in the pupil and staff body over the last week. An irony, 
perhaps, that as restrictions are relaxed in society at large, we have the highest number of cases 
that we have experienced so far. 

My thanks go out to the staff who have shown flexibility and agility in covering for absences. 
Our teachers continue to go the extra mile in so many ways. The hope is that cases have 
plateaued. As we move towards the February Half Term, I hope that we will be able to continue 
with all our planned events, including our assemblies which we have missed greatly this week. 
Certainly, this is a time of hope.

You may know this poem by Emily Dickinson.

“Hope” is the thing with feathers - (314)
BY EMILY DICKINSON
“Hope” is the thing with feathers -
That perches in the soul -
And sings the tune without the words -
And never stops - at all -

And sweetest - in the Gale - is heard -
And sore must be the storm -
That could abash the little Bird
That kept so many warm -

I’ve heard it in the chillest land -
And on the strangest Sea -
Yet - never - in Extremity,
It asked a crumb - of me.

Like in so many poems, the first stanza has it.

Best wishes,

Kris Spencer

Year 5 and Reception buddy time!

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.poetryfoundation.org%2Fpoets%2Femily-dickinson&data=04%7C01%7Ca.hildebrand%40stjamesprep.org.uk%7Cc1a45dd300234ce9d95c08d9dff59266%7C47fe5ced261a4989a224da2a962b2cb7%7C0%7C0%7C637787068075845196%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2VLgKJ408nZi9tZYUNhBHlOcgzM2kcvgOkm6%2Fl2bn2g%3D&reserved=0


CENTRE STAGE WITH 
CHEF ALLEGRA

This edition of Centre Stage is with the 
fabulous Chef Allegra McEvedy. You may 
have seen her on TV or in one of her 
cookbooks (we can’t wait for her new 
children’s recipe book to hit the shelves!). The 
children see her in the St James Teaching 
Kitchen where, alongside Chef Suzie, she 
brings this important subject to life.

A woman of many talents, not least being the 
mother of Delilah in Year 7 and Marnie in 
Reception, Chef Allegra inspires us all with 
her passion for all things food-related. 
Commenting on why she wanted to become 
a professional chef, she said:

“I’ve always loved cooking; when I was a 
youngster, I was always in the kitchen with 
my mum making a mess and having fun. She 
was a good cook, especially at puddings - she 
made the best meringues in the world!
I grew up in Hammersmith and went to St 
Paul’s Girls’ School, then when I was 20, I 
decided to go to cooking school, which was 
ok…if a bit old French-style!  It wasn’t until I 
started working in my first restaurant that I 
got all fired up and realised that this was 
what I wanted to do for the rest of my life: 
professional kitchens are full-on, exciting, 
creative and full of vibrant characters....just 
like the Teaching Kitchen at St James!”

We are so proud of Allegra’s MBE for her 
charity work, and that she first came to know 
St James as a parent, deciding to send her 
daughters  here because of our “happiness 
first approach.”  She says, 

“Kindness ranks pretty much top of the 
qualities I think are key in life, and the way St 
James teaches children to be, think, interact, 
appreciate and give back to the world was a 
winner for me.”

Read the full interview here.

PRIMARY MATHS CHALLENGE

A record number of children from Year 5 
and 6 took part in the Primary Maths 
Challenge in November. All the children 
showed outstanding mathematical 
reasoning and demonstrated excellent 
systematic thinking and problem solving. 
This year's paper was exceptionally 
challenging, and we are proud of every pupil 
that took part. We are delighted to announce 
the following awards:
BRONZE Year 6: Livia, Salma, Sienna S, 
Layla, Suki, David, Beata, Olllie, Oscar, 
Leander, Nicole, Lazer and Karnan
Year 5: Finn, Damir, Julie, Elle, Joseph, Du’a, 
Allegra
SILVER Year 6: Tara, Daisy, Maxmanou, Zach, 
Kevin, and Lilly 
GOLD Year 6: Antonia, Vishnu and Ettore 
Year 5: Alex

At the start of each half term all classes 
come home with a text map full of 
pictures which they use to jog their 
memories, enabling them to tell the story 
by heart. Collectively we have learnt The 
Sleepy Bumble Bee, Handa’s Fruit, 
Supertato, Grandpa’s Teeth, The Tunnel, 
Beowulf fights the Monster and Zelda 
Claw and the Rain Cat; all the texts have 
the features needed for progress built into 
them. Children are not just bathed in 
language but specifically notice, rehearse 
and learn language patterns needed to 
write powerfully. 

Year 1’s investigation into the text 
included them touching, looking at, 
tasting and describing the fruit which 
they described as soft, juicy, sweet, spiky, 
creamy, exotic and tangy. You might spot 
some of these adjectives in the examples 
of their writing at the end of the 
newsletter.

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/2022/01/28/centre-stage-with-chef-allegra/


Year 1 Talk for Writing – Handa’s Fruit



THROWDOWN FRIDAY

Once a month, after lunch on a Friday, St James Prep pupils show their usual eagerness to 
take part and give it a go, at Throwdown Friday. The event is always so well attended with 
a growing range of performers which now includes dancing and magic tricks! 

After two years of having very little opportunity to perform to friends and family, this 
informal, relaxed setting is the perfect platform for the children to gain their confidence. 
We look forward to a few of them stepping up onto a bigger stage at one of our music 
concerts with Mr Sole this term.

Thank you as well to our talented artists who promote the event with their posters.  Year 3 
and Year 4 designed the posters for our event on the 21st   January.

The Superpower of Audiobooks

Struggling to help your child engage with reading?

Read this article from The Book Trust all about the benefits of listening to audiobooks. 
The power of audiobooks to help with reading

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.booktrust.org.uk%2Fnews-and-features%2Ffeatures%2F2022%2Fjanuary%2Fhow-audiobooks-can-help-children-fall-in-love-with-reading%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ca.hildebrand%40stjamesprep.org.uk%7Cb7e72a4a47634f40956e08d9e24640fa%7C47fe5ced261a4989a224da2a962b2cb7%7C0%7C0%7C637789613651974431%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=qp%2BcbRWPbzbYSY%2F5tHIxwHS0aQQC2GNQIBaohhlYrnE%3D&reserved=0


17th-21st

Jan 

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Tuesday 1st February
Year 1 Trip to St Paul’s Cathedral
Wednesday 2nd February
Year 4 Class Holiday Meeting 8.30-9.00am
Thursday 3rd February
Lower School Music Performers Platform 8.20-8.50am 
(invitation only)
Friday 4th February
Upper School Music Performers Platform 8.20-
8.50am (invitation only)
Tuesday 8th February
Year 3 & Year 4 House Cross-Country &
St James Senior Girls’ drama production: Talking 
with Angels A play about Joan of Arc: legend, saint 
heroine, martyr and teenage rebel... 
Doors open for refreshments from 5.45pm with the 
performance starting at 6.15pm. Tickets are priced at 
£5.00 and include wine, nibbles and soft drinks. 
Contact Leah Murray L.Murray@sjsg.org.uk to 
request tickets
Thursday 10th February
Year 4 Trip to The Tate and Westminster Abbey
Friday 11th February
Whole School Dismissal 11:45am
Monday 14th Friday 18th February 
Half Term 
Tuesday 8th March 
Lower School Curriculum Evening (parents of 
children in Nursery – Year 3) 5.45-7.30pm

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Heather Galler Landscapes - Year 1 & Year 2 
(17.1.22-21.1.22)
Year 1 and Year 2 have been exploring the art 
elements of line and pattern. A well known folk artist 
from New York, Heather Galler, paints colourful 
pictures of mostly landscapes and animals 
which show an excellent example of how 
line and pattern can be used effectively. The children 
loved seeing all her artwork and used them as 
inspiration for their own patterned landscapes. 
Vivienne and Lara did an outstanding job 
imitating Heather Galler's style - their pictures are a 
feast for the eyes with their abundance of patterns 
and colours!

Tudor Portraits – Year 5 (24.1.22-28.1.22)

Linking with their history topic on the Tudors, Year 5 
have been working on creating their 
own Tudor portraits. They learnt about 
the Tudor portrait style and about how to draw facial 
proportions accurately. They also made their own 
fancy frames for their portraits! Adithya's and 
Francesco’s portraits are beautiful and exceptionally 
well executed.

Please check the online calendar 
https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/events/2022-02/ as events are added 
regularly. Password: flourish

24th -28th

Jan 

mailto:L.Murray@sjsg.org.uk
https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/events/2022-02/


Interview on The Year 6 Trip to The Imperial War Museum 

B Would you recommend the Imperial War Museum to anyone specifically
E Yes, I would recommend the IWM to many of my friends, I was so lucky to go.
B What was your favourite bit of the IWM?
E I loved the idea of being able to watch a film from beginning to end about WW1! But we 
didn’t watch it as there was so much else to see. 
B What kind of things did you learn about in the IWM?
E I learnt that the gas could shrink clothing and colour metal. I also learnt that The Navy had 
a pet pig!
B What would you change about the IWM?
E The entrance was very hard to find but that is definitely it! Everything else was spectacular.
B Is there anything else that you want to say?
E I loved it and will definitely be going back.



The Imperial War Museum Trip Write up by Ettore (Year 6)

Year 4 made gongs to investigate sound travel



Story analysis by Lennox (Year 4)


