
It has been another busy and joyful term full 
of performances, art, matches, trips and 
inspirational teaching. I am so proud of all 
that we have achieved as a community and 
look forward to all we have planned for next 
term.

In our poetry writing course, we discussed 
the importance of noticing the small detail 
in things. It is particularly important when 
we think about our children. With this is in 
mind, I would like to share this poem, which 
I wrote about a year ago. It is reproduced here 
by kind permission of the Fenland Poetry 
Journal.

Enough

Today, we give our daughter some pencils. 
She sits at a low table 
in a small armchair, so that her feet lie flat 
on the wooden floor. She tells us, 
I am drawing a family. 
She is certain of things. 
She knows to turn the pencil 
to keep a sharp edge. She fills each figure 
with a rainbow. 
Her hair falls over her eyes. 
She sings the story of the picture 
to herself, filling in the lines with colour. 
She does not look up at us 
until she has finished.

Today, our son rides a bike 
that is Spiderman red.
We move the saddle so that his toes rest 
on the floor. He tells us; 
at school they said, just my toes 
should touch, not the flat of my foot. 
When he rides the bike 
he is certain of things. He knows 
to keep to the side, even though the white 
lines in the middle of the road look like a 
path drawn on a map. Pedalling in front, 
he does not turn his head when he tells us
to stop, and points to a shadow 
shaped like an eagle’s beak.

Today, our daughter says: Alexa, play 
Beautiful Boy. She holds my hands 
and shows me how my feet should move. 
My son dances barefoot.
When we look at our children we see 
ourselves. They watch how we say I
love you. They say, I love you. 
They are certain of our love. Our children eat 
space and time. They take us 
by the hand and show us the right way 
to catch a ball or peel an orange, 
or dance. We ask them, Why 
are you smiling? They turn and show us 
how things are enough.

Happy Easter and best wishes,

Kris Spencer

Well done to all musicians & performers at our Upper School Spring Concert yesterday



ST JAMES PREP SPORTS REPORT
It was a very busy last two weeks of sport at St James. There was a Year 5 & Year 6 mixed 
girls football festival (meaning there were no winners, and everyone won a medal). Some 
great goals were scored across the board, but player of the tournament went to Lilly for her 
excellent goalkeeper saves. 

The Year 5 and Year 6 girls also played Latymer Prep, where Sienna T (Year 5) scored a 
hattrick and Suki (Year 6) saved a penalty. The Year 4 girls played Newland House; one 
game went goal for goal all the way through with Ila scoring the winner right on the 
claxon!

The girls concluded their football season with House Football. Canterbury won with 16 
points, Winchester came 2nd on 13 points and Salisbury came 3rd with 10 points. Players 
of the tournament were, Naima (Year 4), Du’a (Year 5) and Matilda (Year 6). 

The Year 5 & Year 6 boys also had a rugby tournament in the glorious sunshine (and 
unfortunately the rock-hard ground). Year 5 boys came 4th and the Year 6 boys won 
bronze medals. Player of the tournament went to Oscar for his phenomenal tackles and 
speed when converting tries. 

In House Rugby we saw a complete reverse of results with Winchester coming 3rd on 8 
points, Canterbury came 2nd with 13 points and Salisbury (who nearly won the Grand 
Slam) came 1st on 21 points. Players of the tournament were Salila (Year 3), Ahmad (Year 4) 
and Zach (Year 5 & Year 6). 

We have an even busier term of sport in the summer with lots of fixtures and matches 
planned, including the Swimming Gala and Sports Day! We can’t wait to start the cricket 
season and look forward to seeing you all fresh and full of energy next term.



MUSIC HITS A HIGH NOTE

It is with great joy that we close a Spring Term full of musical success. Yesterday, the Upper 
School performed their first ever Pop-Rock concert, with a band comprised of Year 5 and 6 
guitar students and drum students. For months they practised tirelessly with Mr Smart (our 
amazing guitar teacher), as well as with Mr. Fowley (our West End drum teacher). We have 
sung a variety of Country, Pop and Rock songs, with a surprise in the end, where six Year 6 
girls took the stage and the microphones to sing the ending of Six: The Musical, in which 
they were the six wives of Henry the VIII. These girls, along with their understudies, have 
rehearsed their solo parts every Friday break, and yesterday they stood and sang bravely, 
loudly and proudly.

Another music celebration has been the opportunity of a lifetime to attend the Classical 
Spectacular at the Royal Albert Hall with the Year 4s, in celebration of the 150th birthday of 
the Royal Albert Hall. There were singers, a military band, a famous young guitarist, lasers, 
and of course, fire and fireworks. The Year 4s saw a full-sized symphony orchestra perform 
the very best of the Classical repertoire, from Gustav Holst, to Strauss to Verdi.

We also had our first Performer's Platform of the year, and there will be many to come, as 

well as a Lower School concert.

FAREWELL TO STAFF MEMBERS

We wish farewell to a few staff members this term: our two wonderful interns, Louis Pincus 
and Oki Morrissey are both embarking on a globe trotting adventure before starting university 
in September; Miss Mitchell, the Registrar is also relocating out of London; Mrs Hildebrand, 
our Marketing and Events Manager, is moving back into a commercial marketing role, and our 
Head of Nursery, Mrs Bist, is joining another West London Prep School. We wish them the best 
of luck in this new chapter in their life.

READING JOUNREY PASSPORT

Not heading off to sunny climes this holiday?

Never fear, you can still travel the world with Oxford 
University Press' Reading Miles Passport. For every 10 
minutes of reading you do, you can travel 500 miles on a 
pre-set journey around the world, marking off your progress 
as you go. See if you can finish the journey by the start of 
next term and bring in your completed passports to show 
your teacher and Mrs Kourtis. Any reading counts, 
including your Oxford Reading Buddy work. Passports can 
be downloaded from the parents area here (password: 
flourish)

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/parents/


So, good night unto you all.
Give me your hands, if we be friends,

And Mr H shall restore amends.

It has been my pleasure to work with the children on this year’s Shakespeare Festival. 
There has been a performance by Tony Howes of his one person version of A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, and in form time, the children have learnt all about the life and plays of our 
greatest playwright. This leads naturally to the splendid efforts in the Festival showcase 
last Friday. The students were wonderful in every case. Learning, performing and 
celebrating the life of the Bard in their own individual ways: Year 2, All The World’s A 
Stage, performed with voice and sign language; Year 3 with a wonderful introduction by 
Dylan performing excerpts from The Tempest; Year 4 girls successfully examining The 
Merchant of Venice, where they split the parts with great success, a style used with equal 
success by Year 5 girls in their performances of Much Ado About Nothing. Then Year 5 
boys with an entertaining and interactive version of Macbeth using film and musical 
instruments. Finally Year 4 boys with the opening scene from Romeo and Juliet. Intense 
acting and well choreographed fight scenes produced an excellent finale to the showcase. I 
would like to thank the children who I am intensely proud of, and of course the parents 
and carers for their support in the learning of all those lines.! From, Mr Herriman.

FROM THE DEVELOPMENT OFFICE

Earsby Street Quiz Night 2022
Thank you to all our wonderful teams at the Earsby 
Street Quiz Night that took place on Thursday 10th 
March. Parents and teachers from the Prep School and 
the Senior Girls’ School put on their thinking caps to win 
the coveted trophy. In the end, the Prep School Teachers 
Team were awarded the cup by the brilliant quizmaster 
Dr Craven. It was an evening full of fun and the profits 
from the event are going to Unicef’s Ukraine Appeal.
Congratulations to Mr Spencer, Mr Norris, Mr & Mrs 
Story, Mrs Cselko, Mr Edwards, Miss Mitchell and Mr 
Sole.

St James Art Sale 2022
On Thursday 16th March, parents and friends joined us 
for the Art Sale exhibition at the 6th Form Centre, 
viewing the beautiful pieces of art on display by 
members of the St James community. Many pieces have 
been sold and the Year 13 A-Level artwork was 
particularly popular! Don’t worry if you were unable to 
attend the Art Sale because it is online: 
https://www.alumni.stjamesschools.co.uk/shop until 
the end of April. 
Don’t forget to click on ‘Show more’ to see all the works of 
the featured artists.

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.alumni.stjamesschools.co.uk%2Fshop&data=04%7C01%7Ca.hildebrand%40stjamesprep.org.uk%7C9b936ba839ba4194b2e908da10c70906%7C47fe5ced261a4989a224da2a962b2cb7%7C0%7C0%7C637840745054382740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=iiOmdBHXMdDZ%2F7%2FSOupUF0zPmF7Bf0WCCiw0Yz9N6k4%3D&reserved=0




. 

THE SPENCER GALLERY SPRING ART EXHIBIT

Mr Spencer's new spring Art Gallery Exhibit is hung! These eight striking canvases 
are the result of this term’ s exploration of Abstract Art and the paintings of artists 
that were at the forefront of a dynamic mid-century art movement called 'Abstract 

Expressionism’.

First, we explored what Abstract Art is and how it differs from traditional, 
representational art. The children learned that Abstract Art does not represent real 
things, but uses colours, lines and shapes to make images that express feelings. They 
were encouraged to create their own abstract picture - thinking about what they 
were going to paint and consider what colours and shapes would express their own 
emotions and thoughts. Each year group then worked collaboratively to create a 
painting after an iconic Abstract Expressionist artist for the Spencer Gallery. Lively 
discussions ensued! Can you spot the Abstract Expressionist artists that inspired 
these exuberant paintings? (Franz Kline - Y6 Boys, William de Kooning - Y5, Lee 
Krasner - Y4, Mark Rothko -Y3, Helen Frankenthaler -Y2, Joan Mitchell - Y2, Barnett 
Newman - Y1, Jackson Pollock - Y6 Girls)



WILDLIFE GARDEN GRAND DESIGNS

Last Wednesday, the Eco committee welcomed 
our most creative parents to the school’s wildlife 
garden to brief them on a brand new wildlife 
garden for the school. The best designers, 
creatives and gardeners in our parent body, 
brainstormed with pupils to come up with an 
exciting new concept for the area. Watch this 
space for a new design, and brand new garden 
for St James Prep children. The Eco Committee 
want to thank the amazing, parent volunteers.

SANSKRIT HANDWRITING COMPETITION

The children have been working very hard for these past few weeks to perfect their 
handwriting. It was a tough decision to pick winners, as there were so many great entries! 
Year 6 were given specially cut Sanskrit ink pens. It takes a lot of practice to master the 
use of them and create the correct thick and thin strokes. Despite this, they managed to 
produce some super pieces of work. Well done to everyone! You can see all the winning 
entries at the end of this newsletter.

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Wednesday 20th April
Start of Summer Term (all children in
Summer Uniform)
Monday 25th –Wednesday 27th April
Year 6 Residential Trip to Manor Adventure, 
Norfolk
Monday 2nd May
U.K Bank Holiday – School Closed

ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

We could all do with a nice cup of tea–Year 3 (21.3.22-
30.3.22)

It's that time of year - spring holidays are here and 
"We could all do with a nice cup of tea!" What better 
way to learn how to draw circles and ellipses with 
perspective than from a real life tea party set up in 
the art room (all of it bone china!). These Year 3 
magnificent chalk pastels are the result of careful 
observation and a lot of imagination! Bravo to 
Annabelle H and Felix, and all the Year 3!

Please check the online calendar 
https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/e
vents/2022-02/ as events are added regularly. 
Password: flourish

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/events/2022-02/


By Joni, Nursery

By Benjamin, Year 3

The children in Nursery leant to sort foods that are good and not 
good for our teeth, after a visit from Lara and Lana's mums (aka the 
dentist).












