
Message 
from the Head

The language that I am writing is the most widely learned in the world today. 
Around 400 million people are learning English in China as I write this - more than 
the entire population of the United States.

Over 125 million Indians speak English as an additional language; this might reach 500 million 
by the end of the decade.  Hundreds of millions more are studying this language in makeshift 
classrooms, public schools, adult education centres, and online across the World.

One effect of this, perhaps, is to make us lazy about learning new languages, and embracing other 
cultures.  This is not the case here at St James Prep where we are looking to cement and develop 
our current language teaching in French and Sanskrit; and we have added Spanish Club to our 
after-school offering which is proving very popular.

We are also aware of just how important English is to the refugees entering the UK. In this 
context, language becomes the key to a sense of belonging and empowerment.  As a school, we 
are determined to help. Our Prep School Petals for Peace campaign raised over £1,000 for 
British-Ukrainian Aid. We are looking to do more.

Best wishes,

Kris Spencer



ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Mixing Browns 

Y1 have been learning how to mix the 
colour brown by systematically 
combining a primary colour with a 
complementary colour. They then applied 
their new found knowledge to paint these 
incredibly expressive and 
imaginative owls. The children took 
great care to look closely at photographs 
of owls to notice the intricately detailed 
feathers and variety of brown shades. 
Zara and Tianna's owls are especially 
masterful.

Y4 Clay Display - Worry Pots 

The children in Y4 enjoyed using their 
imagination to create their own special 
worry pots out of clay. Using the slab 
pottery technique, they made cylindrical 
pots with lids and decorated them with 
various intricate shapes and forms. The 
final touch was the colourful glazing 
which gives them a beautiful shiny 
finish! Don't we all wish we had our
own worry pot?

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Tuesday 4th – Friday 6th May
Year 3 Residential Holiday, New Barn, Dorset

Friday 6th May
St James Prep School in Action 
(event for prospective parents)

Thursday 12th May
Reception Trip to Bocketts Farm

Please check the online calendar https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/events/2022-02/
as events are added regularly. Password: flourish

HOUSE WINNERS
20th – 29thApril

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/events/2022-02/


By Serena, Year 6

What attracted you to St James as a place 
to work / why you enjoy working here 

I love working at St James because of the 
students. There is a never a dull day in our 
Nursery; our students are some of the most caring, 
hilarious little humans I have ever met. I also love 
being a part of a teaching team – as a new teacher 
to St James, I rely a lot on the people around me 
to guide me through the procedures and routines 
of this new environment and so having a teaching 
team within the nursery was invaluable. Plus –
the food. Amazing.

CENTRE STAGE WITH MISS GARD 
When I completed my undergraduate degrees in Journalism and 
Writing, I was unsure what I wanted to as my career. I had always loved 
travelling and was curious about the world of teaching, so I plunged 
right in: I got my TEFL certificate and moved to South Korea to teach 
kindergarten at an English immersive school. Within my first month of 
teaching, I knew it was the path I wanted to take.

I ended up staying at that school for over two years before returning to Brisbane, 
Australia, to complete my Master of Teaching (Primary). There, I worked as a supply 
teacher, a Year 3 classroom teacher, and a French teacher for students from Reception to 
Year 6 – and I loved every moment of it. Being originally from Switzerland, I have a 
deep love for Europe and this really drove my decision to move to London. I made the 
move at the very end of 2021 with my best friend and started as a Nursery Teacher for St 
James at the beginning of the Spring term in January this year.

Outside of teaching, I love reading and musical theatre – West End was one of the big 
reasons I chose to come to London! I’ve only managed to go to one show so far, but I 
have many on my list! 

What to you makes St James as a school / 
community stand out? 

St James stands out because of its warmth and 
care. From the moment I started here, I have felt 
welcomed and valued. Our nursery space is also 
really lovely – bright, open, and a great area for 
the students to learn and explore. The children 
love being outside, and they always have a ball 
on Fridays when we go to forest school! 



WALK, BIKE & ROLL TO SCHOOL

The School Council delivered assemblies to all classes this week, telling them all about Walk, Bike 
and Roll to School day.  The many benefits of walking, biking and rolling to school include promoting 
exercise and reducing air pollution. 

Please try and support this initiative next Wednesday 4th May.

ECO COMMITTEE UPDATE

This week, the Eco committee weeded the 
vegetable patch then planted seed potatoes 
and onions. After, they gave them a good 
water as it’s been quite dry. Fingers crossed 
for good harvest later in the Summer.

A DRAGON ON THE LOOSE?

There was a big surprise for Year 2 this week 
when they came back to their classroom after 
break to discover there had been an intruder. 
Who or what had demolished their classroom? 
The footprints and burnt paper were evidence 
that it was probably a dragon. They wrote a 
letter to Mr Spencer to warn him that maybe 
there was a dragon on the loose!  Mr Spencer 
came to the rescue without delay. The 
classroom is thankfully restored to order and 
they are all staying watchful and alert!



GORGEOUS WORK BY RECEPTION 
INSPIRED BY WILLIAM MORRIS



DELICIOUS!

Year 3 were in action this week in the Cookery room making Summer Rolls and Satay-ish Sauce.
Chef Allegra demonstrated safe knife skills and the children paid close attention 

YEAR 1 FOREST SCHOOL

Year 1 Forest school enjoyed the outdoors this week and explored the Spring changes and 
made bug houses. 



WONDERFUL WORK! 

Year 4 have been learning about the digestive system. They drew diagrams to show how the 
mouth uses mechanical and chemical processes to break down the food.

Here are two examples of the fabulous diagrams drawn by Year 4:

YR 6 MANOR FARM ACTIVITY CENTRE RESIDENTIAL TRIP

“My favourite activity was probably 
the obstacle course. I was very 
afraid for some of the obstacles, 
however I managed to get over my 
fears and finish the course. Once 
of the obstacles was a climbing 
frame. When you reached the top, 
there was a wooden pole which you 
had to climb over. At first, when I 
reached the top I wanted to climb 
back down because it was so high 
and I almost lost my footing, but 
with the help of the instructor I got 
over!  It took a lot of determination 
to do it however, I’m glad I did it 
because if I hadn’t done it, I 
would’ve regretted it ” Anika

Drawn by Jake Drawn by Lennox



“My favourite part of the trip was the raft building. We all worked together really 
well. Even though we fell off straight away, we got back on again and had 
loads of fun bobbing around on the pond’s surface. We were given six barrels 
and six logs and lots of rope and we had to work out how to build a sturdy 
raft. We also learnt knots and how to do them. After about thirty minutes we had 
finished the raft and we pushed it onto the water. At the end (once we had got on 
the raft without falling off), we jumped in the water. It was so fun and exciting 
– I would love to do it again.” Sophie



YR 6 MANOR FARM ACTIVITY 
CENTRE RESIDENTIAL TRIP

“Giant canoeing is a well -known team 
sport.  I went on with 9 pupils and Mrs 
Story. There was a secret to doing this 
– we all had to be in sync…you ask
‘How did we get in sync?’ Well , we 
chanted something. 1…2…1…2 and we all 
paddled at the same time which boosted 
our speed. It seemed like the other teams 
weren’t happy about that chant because 
we kept winning every race. It felt 
good to be part of the team, one that 
worked together to win. (Most of the 
time). This was an incredible experience 
– hope I can do it again” Salma

“My favourite part of the trip was when 
Mr Her riman gave us hot chocolate! I 
also loved the raft building because 
the lake was really cold and it was 
fun to push everyone in. Miss 
Robertson tipped the boat and made 
our group fall in! “ Maxmanou

“I really enjoyed the giant canoeing 
because we got name our teams and 
to do races on the lake. The 
instructors were really fun and we 
played a game of capture the flag 
on the water. I learned to improve my 
climbing skills and had a go at 
shooting rifles. I hit the target lots of 
times! The food was really nice and 
the rooms were large with a nice view 
of the lake. We enjoyed sleeping with 
our friends.” Billy


