
Message 
from the Head

At the end of this week, I attended the ISA (Independent Schools Association) Annual 
Conference. This was a chance to meet up with other Heads from a range of 
Independent Schools, both Prep and Senior. The ISA chose a beautiful setting, 
overlooking Lake Windermere. 

The conference offered the opportunity for Heads to exchange ideas and experiences, and to benefit 
from opportunities for professional development from a broad range of speakers. I was fortunate to 
have been invited to serve on the Education Committee of ISA, one of their national committees. 
Membership of ISA and the other main professional body IAPS (Independent Association of Prep 
Schools) is something of a kite mark. Schools must reach a very high standard to be eligible for 
membership, with strict criteria on teaching a broad curriculum, maintaining excellent standards of 
pastoral care and keeping staff members’ professional development training up to date. 

Alongside our inclusion in other blue ribbon publications like the Good Schools Guide and Tatler 
Schools Guide, it is reassuring that we are a school which is recognised as offering the whole 
package – holistic pastoral care, a focus on character education as much as pure academics and the 
ability to accommodate and nurture all our pupils resulting in well educated, but most importantly, 
happy children.

Best wishes,

Kris Spencer



ARTISTS OF THE WEEK

Apple Studies - Graphite, 
Oil Pastel, Charcoal & Watercolour 
2-6 May 2022

Y6 have been learning the fine art technique of 
creating form in different mediums with 
chiaroscuro and colour. Using an apple as their 
subject they practised many methods of creating 
the illusion of a 3-D object on paper with pencil, 
oil pastel, charcoal and watercolour. It has been 
a fantastic exercise in seeing! Zach's apple 
studies are particularly well rendered.

HOUSE WINNERS

Degas Dancers 
9-13 May 2022

Y5 have been learning about the famous 
Impressionist artist, Edgar Degas, who was 
always on the quest to capture movement.  
Inspired by ballerinas, Degas worked tirelessly 
to paint many works using this motif.  Using 
chalk pastels, Mimosa and Priya did an 
excellent job imitating his style by conveying 
the movement and dainty elegance of 
ballerinas.

3rd - 6th
May 

9th - 13th
May 



YEAR 4 CELEBRATING EID

On Wednesday 11th May, the school welcomed a guest speaker from the West London Islamic 
Centre to lead an assembly about Ramadan and Eid.  It was lovely to see how attentive the 
children were and then to hear their thoughts following the assembly.

“During Ramadan, you can’t eat or drink until the sun sets. You can fast when 
you reach puberty but if you are pregnant, unwell or feel dehydrated then you 
can have something to drink or eat. Eid is the day when fasting ends and you 
celebrate with family. Sometimes the adults give children gifts.” Claudia, Year 4

“ The assembly about Ramadan 
and Eid was really good because it 
included a mixture of languages 
and I felt so immersed ” Lara, Year 4

PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS

The Prep School will be celebrating the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee on Tuesday 24th May with a special assembly 
for the children led by Father Rob and a Jubilee Picnic 
(at school). 

To further mark the occasion the children are 
invited to come into school in red, white and 
blue clothes (non-uniform) on this day. 



By Serena, Year 6

What attracted you to St James as a place 
to work / why you enjoy working here 

St James has been teaching Sanskrit since its 
foundation in 1975. It has been unique in enabling 
this subject to feature as a subject for school-age 
students. Sanskrit is now an established subject at 
IGCSE level and is offered internationally by 
Cambridge Assessment. It is a privilege to work 
at a school which not only values Sanskrit as a 
curriculum subject but also provides a global 
lead in this field. 

I have taught Sanskrit at St James 
since 1987, having studied Sanskrit 
at Oxford and London Universities 
and in India. I came across Sanskrit 
as a teenager and was initially 
inspired by reading translations 
of the Sanskrit texts. At that time 
I also learnt mantra meditation, 
which I have practised ever since. 

Apart from teaching pupils at St James,
for many years I have also run a parents’ 
Sanskrit class once a week during term time. 
We shall advertise this again in September. 
My wife and I are keen walkers, and at every 
opportunity head out to the countryside. 
We have walked almost all the footpaths 
in the Chilterns.

What to you makes St James as a school / 
community stand out?

St James stands out because of its warmth and 
care. From the moment I started here, I have felt 
welcomed and valued. Our nursery space is also 
really lovely – bright, open, and a great area for 
the students to learn and explore. The children 
love being outside, and they always have a ball 
on Fridays when we go to forest school! 

CENTRE STAGE 

WITH WARWICK JESSUP



WALK, BIKE & ROLL TO SCHOOL

On Wednesday 4th May, the children took part in the Walk, Bike and Roll to School Day challenge! 
The School Council are thrilled to announce that 32 more pupils walked on this day. This is a great 
achievement and something that we encourage families to do more regularly, especially as the 
mornings are now bright and warm! Please see the results in the graphs below.
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ECO COMMITTEE UPDATE

On Wednesday, the Eco Committee made posters to 
advertise No Power Day around the school. On June 
28th, children will come to school in bright clothes 
and no electricity will be used for the day.



GREAT YOUNG MINDS

Congratulations to budding footballer Matilda in Year 6.  Following a gruelling trial at Brentford
FC, Matilda has been awarded a place in the club’s Girls Development Programme. Training takes 
place every Friday, where she is honing her skills as a mid-field player and in defence. Matilda 
chose the number 11 for her kit shirt as “that’s how old I was when I got through to play for 
Brentford girls”. She now says her dream is to play professional football!



Year 5 are loving their current history topic: the Ancient Maya Civilization. This subject has links 
across the curriculum, including Geography, as the children explored where the Maya peoples 
came from; Religious Studies, which saw the classes learning about the gods they worshipped; 
and Maths, where the children discovered a whole new vigesimal (base-20!) numeral system.   
Here are some wonderful examples of their work!

YEAR 5 ANCIENT MAYA CIVILIZATION

1X Chel by Anastasia

Itamna by Zoe

Maya map by Adithya

Maya map by Pippi



YEAR 3 NEW BARN RESIDENTIAL TRIP

“Our adventure to New Barn was a great 
experience.  We all had a memorable time, 
enjoying all the activities with each other.  
On the first day, we did some pottery and 
we made some sculptures (good sculptures). 
The first night wasn’t really that good. One 
person from each room was snoring and 
we woke up at 5.00am but we expected the 
second day to clear our minds. To our 
sur prise it kind of did but in the morning 
Mr Jones said we were causing a tantrum 
upstairs.  We had an exciting day because 
we had a visit from a Celtic Dane but 
Joseph killed a spider so we held a 
funeral for the spider. R.I.P. Spidey.  We 
learned how to make butter by stir ring 
milk, we learned how to make flour by 
grinding wheat and we learned how to 
make medicine by mashing up plantain 
leaves.  The second night was way better 
and we got more sleep. Our third and 
final day begun and we searched for 
wildlife and we found a centipede.  After 
that we played a competitive game of 
crocodile and went home.” By Zak





RECEPTION BOCKETTS FARM TRIP

Reception took a trip to Bocketts Farm this week. Bocketts is a family-run working farm set in 
beautiful Surrey with pigs, chickens, goats, horses and donkeys.  The children had lots of fun 
and thoroughly enjoyed their visit.  Here are some quotes and photos to give you a flavour of
their day out in the countryside.

“It was really interesting. There was one 
pig in each team. A red one, blue, a green 
one, yellow one and brown. I liked the 
pigs. They were funny. Two people had to 
chase them“ Sam 

“I loved the donkeys 
because they were 
big. We couldn’t feed 
them because they 
had too much teeth“ 
Edward 



ANNOUNCEMENT

Congratulations to Mr Sole who has found a 
full time post and will move on at the end of 
this term. In the meantime, he is busy 
ensuring that music continues to be a centre 
of joy and excellence for the Prep. He leaves 
the music department in an exciting place for 
his successor.

Sian Wheldon also leaves at the end of this 
term. Sian has been instrumental in setting up 
the Academic Mentoring Department and 
supporting neurodiversity in the Prep.  We are 
very grateful for her commitment to the 
school and wish her well.

Please check the online calendar https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/events/2022-02/
as events are added regularly. Password: flourish

DATES FOR THE DIARY

Monday 16th May at 6pm
Introduction to the new Head Mistress, 
Gym, St James Prep

Wednesday 18th May at 10am
Introduction to the new Head Mistress, 
Gym, St James Prep

Tuesday 24th May
Jubilee Celebration Day

Friday 27th May
Sports Day, Linford Christie Stadium

Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June
Summer Half Term

“I watched the animals. I didn’t feed 
the horsey. I thought they might tickle 
my hand“ Kareena

“I stroked a horse. It was very soft and had big eyes. It was called Moonlight“ 
Elsie

https://www.stjamesschools.co.uk/prepschool/events/2022-02/


WONDERFUL WORK!

Joshin and Mac in Year 4 collated data and created these wonderful bar graphs representing 
jumping data over three days.

Back in March, Year 6 were tasked with creating presentations about a scientist of their choice.  The 
children chose a variety of inspirational and influential scientists. Here is a selection of the brilliant 
projects the students produced. One of the presenters bore an uncanny resemblance to their chosen 
subject, Marie Curie.

Marie Curie – Layla & Livia

Charles Darwin – Oliver Dian Fossey – Esther

Nikola Tesla – Penn Joseph Black - Zach 

Professor Sarah Gilbert DBE – Maggie


