
 
 

Reception Newsletter: Spring Term, Week 3 
  

What have we explored this week? 

 

This week’s Phonics sounds:  

 
Please do use the Phonics keyrings to recap the purple sounds and begin to learn the green 

sounds. Also use tricky word bookmarks to recap Phase 2 and begin to learn Phase 3 tricky 

words.  

Have a go at reading the sentences from this week:

  



In English, we started learning our Sleepy Bumblebee story. We role-played the story and the 
children really enjoyed being the different characters: bumble bees, dogs, children, ducks and 
monkeys. We made the settings out of collage and worked well in groups to make the poppy, 
pond and willow tree. We have also been taking part in lots of bee themed activities in our Play 
and Explore time including playing in the bee garden with Beebots and exploring our senses in a 
bee-themed sensory tray. 
 

    
 

   
 

   
 

   



In Maths this week we compared numbers up to 10. We used vocabulary such as ‘more, greater, 

fewer and less.’ The children used a strategy of putting objects into a row to count the amount 

accurately. They were then able to make a comparison between two numbers. We also made a 

human number line to 10 and matched the correct amount of cubes. We realised that the 

numbers keep getting bigger. We used the height to help us compare numbers. 

 

    
 

    
 

    
 

   
  



Our topic has been Chinese New Year as the festival is beginning next Wednesday. The children 

have loved learning about the festival in lessons but also through their play. They have been 

making noodles out of playdough, using chopsticks, role-playing in the home corner, wearing 

traditional clothes, playing with artefacts on a topic table, dancing and making music, making 

paper lanterns, and making lucky red envelopes.  

 

  

  

   

    

We have also continued practising for our Chinese New Year class assembly and can’t wait to 

perform it for you on Tuesday next week. 

  



The children had an Art lesson this week where they painted the pots they made before 

Christmas. They chose their colours and made their pots look beautiful. 

 

  

  

  
  



Things to Remember 

  

• A final reminder to please join us on Tuesday morning at 8.25am - 9.00am to see the 

children perform their Chinese New Year Assembly. They have worked so hard, and I 

know that they are very excited to show you all! 

 

• Thank you to everyone for bearing with us as we get used to Class Dojo as a form of 
communication. We hope you agree it has proved really useful so far as a means of 
communicating day to day information about Nursery life. Please be reminded that any 
other matters, such as school absence, must continue to be communicated via the school 
office. The email address for the school office is:  
  
office@stjamesprep.co.uk  
  

• Save the Date: In the afternoon of Friday 14th of February the school will be holding 
Grandparents and Special Friends Afternoon. Details will follow soon but, in the 
meantime, please save the date!  

 

 


