
 

 

 

 

Year 1 Newsletter: Spring Term, Week 4 

What have we explored this week?    

In English we have been working on our story writing sentence openers and also the 

meanings of different verbs so that we can use them effectively. We talked about 

how to write a fantastic journey story, and decided we could use story language with 

openers such as ‘Once upon a time’. Also, we learnt we could join simple sentences 

with but or and to make them more interesting and we could also help the reader 

‘see’ the story by using adjectives. Now we know what makes a good journey story, 

we are ready to start Innovating. This means we will be sharing our ideas on which 

parts of the story we can change. 

In Maths the children have been practising to add and subtract one from a number 

up to 20. They used a number line to focus on the order and direction of jumps. The 

children had to read the word problems very carefully to understand what was being 

asked. For example:  

One less than ? is one more than ?    

This could be: one less than 17 is one more than 15.  

The children learnt more facts about the Great Fire of London. We explored the 

factors which lead to the fire spreading so fast. The children identified differences 

in the equipment, building and living conditions in 1666. The equipment meant 

that they had to use a water pistol, leather bucket, fire hook and wooden horse 

cart. 

 

This week in ICT we started using the school iPads. We practised logging in and 

then navigating our way around Purple Mash. We used information collected in 

class to make a corresponding Pictogram.  

   

 

 



At forest school we looked for signs of spring which are all around us. We thought 

about ways to protect the snow drop and daffodil shoots, that are poking their way 

through the ground, from being trampled on. First, we cleared leaves from new 

shoots and then put a border of twigs around them for protection. 

                         

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We enjoyed celebrating Chinese New Year by singing a New Year song and watching 

a wonderful Reception assembly about the 12 zodiac signs from the animal race. In 1L, 

Miss Wu helped us to try writing Chinese calligraphy using ink and a brush. We also 

learnt how to say Happy New Year in Mandarin-  XIN NIAN KUAI LE! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Things to remember 

• Our Spring Bulb Competition has launched! Children are encouraged to grow 
a bulb (or 2) at home and bring them in to school on Wednesday, 12 March 
when the first round of judging will take place. There are plenty of house-
points and 'Green Thumb' certificates to be won - happy growing and good 
luck! 

 

• The children have brought home scripts for the upcoming Shakespeare 

Festival. We have been looking at the text and practising during Drama lessons 

- what a wonderful class of confident, talented children! Each child has been 

given lines to be learnt by heart over the next coming weeks for their 

homework. Please support the children in learning their lines in response to 

the cue line before it. 

We are practising: 

• Speaking with a “clear voice” (not mumbled – slow is better) 

• Speaking out – finding their “big voice” 

• Saying their lines with an “acting voice” – lots of expression to keep the 

attention of the audience. So aim for a “CLEAR, BIG, ACTING VOICE”! 

The performance to Parents is on Wednesday 12th March at 10.40am; you will be 

sent a letter with information on how to book in the next coming weeks. 

• If you have not yet connected to your child’s ClassDojo account, please 

follow the link below:  

1C: https://www.classdojo.com/ul/p/addKid?target=class&class=undefined  

1L: https://www.classdojo.com/ul/p/addKid?target=class&class=undefined  

 

As well as being a way of enabling quick communication between home and 

school, ClassDojo is used to award and tally house points, so you will be able 

to see when your child receives a house point and what it is for! 

You do not need to sign up for the paid ‘Plus’ version of Class Dojo.  

 

• Save the Date: On the afternoon of Friday 14th of February the school will be 

holding Grandparents and Special Friends Afternoon. Details will follow soon 

but, in the meantime, please save the date! 

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend from Miss Laird and Mrs Cselko. 
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