
 
 

Reception Newsletter : Spring Term, Week 9 
  

What have we explored this week?  

 

This week in Phonics we have completed Phonics assessments with Miss Baillieux. The children 

have learnt so many sounds already and we are super impressed with the progress they have 

made! 

 

Here are the sounds they have learnt so far this term:  

 

Keep trying to practise them at home , especially practising digraphs.  



In English, we became more familiar with the story of Jack and the Beanstalk this week.  To start 

the week, the children made a Big Book of the story that they are reading in their own time. 

They are remembering all of the words which is helping them to read the book.  

  

  

 

 



 

The children looked at adjectives and have begun to write full sentences about the beanstalk or 
the castle, using capital letters, finger spaces and full stops. They did so well!  

   

     



In Maths, the children have been looking at simple subtraction, using their knowledge of number 
pairs/bonds to 10. They sang a song where they had 10 parrots and they kept losing one from 
the tree. We talked about the number s that add together to make 10 and used this information 
to record subtraction number sentences. We then looked at more number pairs to 10 and took 
some counters off a tens frame to see how many were left. We compared these to Numicon.  

  

   

    

We used part-whole models to show the questions on the screen. We completed subtraction 

questions and saw the number sentences. We used our number bonds to help us. 

    



    

You may wish to practise identifying Numicon by sight to help your child with subitising further. 

We will be using these a lot in class.  
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At Forest School,  we did some whittling of sticks in order to toast marshmallows. The children 

did an excellent job at using the knives safely. If they were not whittling, they liked looking at 

plants in the forest, noticing roots growing underground or seeds that were starting to sprout. 

They also made a leaving ômagic wandõ for Maks to give him some magic on his trip! We will 

miss you. All the best for the future and good luck.  

    

   

   

    



   

   

   

    

  



We had so much fun on Monday on our Kew Gardens trip. The children behaved so well , 

especially on our journeys on the tube. They learnt a lot about plants  on the day. Through 

storytelling, they learnt how seeds are precious and how they grow into all sorts of plants. They 

learnt about the many, many uses of plants, including for food, medicine, clothes, packaging 

and even for making baskets. They enjoyed dressing up and role-playing the story.  

The children also enjoyed exploring the Palm House and seeing different types of plants. They 

liked naming the parts of the plant and ticking off which parts they had seen on a checklist. 

They even tried to draw their own plants naming the parts such as stem, petal and leaves. The 

children made their own bracelets by collecting parts of plants and sticking them onto some 

card. What a fun and creative way to engage with plants.  

  

  

   

   



   

   

   

    

  


