ST JAMES

Preparatory School

Year 1 Newsletter: Summer Term 1, Week 4

What have we explored this week?

In Maths we have been learning to find half and quarter of a shape and number of objects. The
children learnt to identify and create equal groups from a whole number. They have learnt that
half is the inverse of double. We have started looking at o’clock and half past times. We welcome
watches at school and encourage children to read the time as much as possible, using an analogue

clock.

Colour a quarter of each shape.
Which chocolote bar is not split into quarters?
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In English we are looking at what makes a good story. It is

interesting to know how the character is feeling e.g lonely, helpful, curious, sad and so on. Stories
also tell us about the actions of a character. Do they run, dance, stamp, bark, growl? We have
explored the meaning of verbs such as fling, tow, twirl, washed up. We have also learned to add
d or ed to verbs to create the past tense - towed, twirled, danced, helped, raced, dipped, dived.

In Science, we have been identifying and name types of trees. Are they deciduous or evergreen?
There are ways to know what the tree is by looking carefully at the shape of the leaves, the
blossom, fruit and bark. This week we looked in the local area and identified some trees. We
found some deciduous trees: silver birch, horse chestnut, and apple, and also an evergreen tree:
holly. We also spotted wildflowers and looked at the wonderful homework that was done last
week. Here are some of the wildflowers you identified: cow parsley, bluebells, forget-me-nots,
daisies, dog rose, poppy and dandelion.

In Religious Studies the children discussed how they celebrate the new year with their family. We
compared this to the Jewish new year called ‘Rosh Hashanah’. We looked at traditional ways of
celebrating in the Jewish faith such as making wishes, lighting candles, eating special food and
visiting their place of worship. The children created little crowns and learnt new vocabulary linked
to ‘Rosh Hashanah’. Each year group studies a different religion alongside Christianity and in Year
2 the children will learn about Islam. Buddhism and Hinduism is explored in other year groups.



Last Friday the children took part in fun house activities to celebrate 50 years of St. James
Schools. Miss Laird worked with the children to create bright and beautiful watercolour paintings.
Miss Thompson ran a dance and movement class and Miss Chetwin helped the children make a




Things to remember

e We will ask the children to wear their white school cap at playtimes in sunny
weather. Please send in a named white cap. They will be kept in their bags when
not in use.

e Thank you for picking your child up promptly at 3.15pm. If you are delayed, a
message to the school office or Class Dojo would help to reassure the child.

Wishing you all a wonderful weekend, from

Miss Laird and Mrs Cselko.
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