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Welcome  
From the Head of Sixth Form 

‘Master of my fate and a friend to all’ 

This is a small statement and hopefully conveys what I believe our Sixth 
Form delivers. There are so many wonderful opportunities available at St 
James and the Sixth Form Experience is no exception. We aim to present the 
boys with subjects, events and activities that both enrich their lives and     
inspire them. The door to the future is truly open and we encourage all our 
students to engage in the adult world that appears before them. 

We are of course focused on academic study and the pursuit of academic 
excellence. Our success with placing students in the top Universities is      
testament to the hard work of the staff and students here at St James. Using 
the latest monitoring and assessment data, we motivate our students to 
achieve success, with students applying to read degrees such as Biochemistry, 
Medicine, Classics, Philosophy, Maths and many more. Please take a look at 
our ‘Leavers’ Destinations’ page to give you a better idea of how the subjects 
we offer at St James help prepare students for Higher Education. The changes 
to the A Levels will obviously alter our approach but teachers are well      
prepared for these changes. 

Along with academic success we also value development of character. The 
young men who move out into the world must be ready to demonstrate 
qualities such as Generosity, Courage and Temperance. It is qualities such as 
these that will truly benefit society and ensure that the world is more        
reasonable and open-hearted. All students have these qualities in abundance 
but many places fail to provide the occasions needed for these qualities to 
surface. Here in the Sixth Form the opportunities  are fantastic. At the heart 
of our education lies the ethos of service and brotherhood. I encourage you to 
please glance at the pages where you will see the chances given for a young 
man to develop his natural principles. Principles that will allow him to be 
‘Master of his fate and a friend to all.’      

Mr David Beezadhur 

BA (Hons) MA GTTP  



 

  

As I joined the school in Year 9, I will admit that I felt at a disadvantage as 
social groups had already been established. Prior to joining St James I attended 
a state school, where I felt that students showed a lack of respect to teachers 
and, therefore, teachers did not respect the students. My whole idea of the 
education system was based on this view. Happily, I can say with the utmost 
certainty that this school shows nothing of the sort—both staff and peers are 
generous and attentive. I must admit that I was very sceptical about starting 
not only a new school, but a school that was built upon such a strong ethos. 
The idea that this school’s foundations are built upon the concept that all 
Gods are considered as one initially staggered me. I had never been presented 
with the idea, but was open to it. As well as being introduced to this new 
ethos, meditation was a key factor in portraying the character of the school. 
Being open-minded to this new way of thinking allowed me to gain a        
perspective of education that I had never been given, and as I am writing this 
(four years later), I feel I will hold on to the ideas and concepts of Unity for 
the rest of my life.   

Before joining St James, I had been a keen footballer, and still am, but I had 
never really experienced any other team sport. The sports department      
widened my horizons in terms of what sports were possible for us to          
participate in. Rugby was quite new to me, however I instantly felt a sense of 
camaraderie between all members within the team. This has developed and 
evolved over the years I have been here – the sense of friendship has only 
grown, especially recently within the Sixth Form. The bond between     
brothers within the Sixth Form is something that I will always cherish as I 
have shared both the ups and downs of life so far with them all.  

The year ahead poses some difficult obstacles, as I realise being Head Boy is a 
demanding role. Nevertheless, I am honoured to be part of this great school’s 
long-lasting legacy and have the teaching staff, as well as my friends, to 
thank for providing me with a great foundation, from which I will continue 
to build upon.   I hope that in my new role I can inspire my fellow students 
to take as much from the education on offer that I have and I am proud to 
have this opportunity.   

Harjot Sahota, Head Boy 

From the Head Boy 
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The Curriculum 
Subjects at a Glance 

A LEVEL SUBJECT 
NECESSARY GCSE SUBJECTS & 

MINIMUM GRADE REQUIRED 
Art Art B 
BTEC National Diploma in 
Business 

5 Cs at GCSE Level C 

Classical Civilisation English Literature or English Language or a   
Humanities subject 

B  

Classical Greek Classical Greek A 
Computer Science Mathematics A 
Design Technology Mathematics and English  

Design Technology 
B 
A 

Drama and Theatre Studies English or a Humanities subject B  
Economics English Language & Mathematics, plus summer 

work 
B  

English Literature English Language & English Literature A  
French French A  
Geography Geography  B 
German German A 
Government & Politics Humanities subject B  
History History & English Literature or Language B  
Latin Latin A 
Mathematics Mathematics A  
Further Mathematics Mathematics A* 
Music Music or competence with an instrument 

(BMUS) 
B 

Photography Art, plus a portfolio of independent work B 
Physical Education Mathematics and English  

Physical Education 
B 
A 

Philosophy of Religion English Literature or English Language B  
Science: Biology Biology; Chemistry is desirable A 
Science: Chemistry Chemistry & Mathematics A 
Science: Physics Physics & Mathematics A 
Sanskrit Sanskrit A  



 

  

Art / Photography OCR 

Students should choose Art if they enjoy the creative process and have a desire to 
communicate with an audience through their practice. They must also enjoy visiting 
museums, galleries and exhibitions and have a real commitment to independent  
research, development and experimentation. 

Aside from gaining confidence in artistic and organisational skills, a range of      
transferable skills such as communication, team work and problem solving will be 
developed.   

The emphasis of the course is on developing ideas and creativity with constant     
reference to historical and contemporary art practice and culture. We will explore 
drawing, painting, print making, mixed media, photography and sculpture depending 
on personal interests. Students will be introduced to a wide range of contextual 
sources from which they will make informed responses to the work of artists,        
designers, photographers and architects. Lessons will be underpinned by tutorial 
support. At A2 there is an important written component to the coursework which 
involves analysing the work of artists of choice.  

To succeed on this course students must have a conscientious and committed         
approach with the ability to work in a creative and intuitive way.  Enthusiasm, visual 
awareness and competent use of written English are essential. 
 

Requirements 
Art: Grade B or above in GCSE Art and Design.  

Photography: as above, plus a portfolio of photography work 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 3 Personal Practical Investigation  supported 
by 1000 written study based on artists/
designers of your choice 
 60%  

Assessment and exams 
The assessment criteria will cover recording and  
developing ideas, experimentation with materials 
and producing a     personal outcome.   

Unit 4 Practical Exam  
set by OCR  
40%  



 

  

BTEC Business is an A Level course designed to provide specialist work-related 
knowledge and skills. 

The content is divided into themed units related to developing business skills, such as 
Finance, Marketing and Management.  Students are required to create business      
documentation resolving issues set around each theme, like evaluating financial  
information or creating a marketing campaign. 

BTEC Business is comprised of 55% internal assessment and 45% external assessment 
in examinations and controlled assessment. BTEC is assessed on three levels of     
completion; pass, merit and distinction.  These three levels broadly correlate to the 
cognitive skills of description, analysis and evaluation.  The three levels also           
determine the grade achieved; with a distinction having the UCAS equivalence of an 
A grade at A Level, a merit having the UCAS equivalence of a C grade at A Level and 
a pass having the equivalence of an E grade at A Level.  At this school we offer the 
BTEC Level 3 National Certificate, Extended Certificate and Diploma. 
 

Requirements 
Grade C or above in any 5 GCSE subjects. 

Course Content / Assessment 

2 Units Certificate  
 

 Exploring Business 

 Developing a Marketing Campaign 

4 Units Extended  Certificate 
(1 A Level)  
 

 Personal and Business Finance 

 Recruitment and Selection Process 

6 Units Foundation Diploma 
(1.5 A Levels)  
 

 Managing an Event 

 Market Research 

8 Units Diploma 
(2 A Levels) 
 

 International Business 

 Principals of Management 

BTEC National Diploma in Business Edexcel 



 

  

Classical Civilisation OCR 

The AS and A2 courses offer candidates the opportunity to study elements of         
literature and history of the Classical World, acquiring in the process an understanding 
of the culture, politics and social life of Greece and Rome at significant periods in 
their history. This is a chance for a holistic study of classical sources in their context. 
There is an in-depth study of either Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey as well as reading some 
of the most influential literature of the ancient Greek and Roman world. For those 
enthusiastic about classical literature, this is the course for you. 

There is a focus on writing persuasive arguments, structuring one’s thoughts and 
using the texts to support observations and opinions. This development of analytical 
study and logical sequencing are skills that are valued by any Higher Education   
institution. The AS and A2 course also complement other essay writing subjects such 
as History, Politics, English Literature or Religious Education.  
 

Requirements 
Grade B or above in in any GCSE  humanity subject or English Language or English 
Literature.  

AS LEVEL 

Unit 1 H008/11  
The World of the Hero  
Written exam 
1 hour 30 minutes  

 A compulsory component comprising of an in-depth study of either 
Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey  

Unit 2 H008/21, H008/22 
Culture and the Arts  
1 hour 30 minutes  

A depth study of visual and material culture together with texts in 
translation on:  

 Greek Theatre (21)  

 Imperial Image (22)  

A2 LEVEL 

Unit 1 H408/11  
The World of the Hero  
Written exam 
2 hours 20 minutes  

A compulsory component comprising of an in-depth study of:  

 one of Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey  
 and Virgil’s Aeneid  

U n i t 
2 

H408/21-24  
Culture and the Arts  
Written exam 
1hour 45 minutes  

A depth study of visual and material culture on one of the following 
topics 

 Greek theatre (21)  

 Imperial image (22)  

 Invention of the barbarian (23)  

 Greek art (24)  

U n i t 
3 

H408/31-34 
Beliefs and Ideas  
Written exam 
1hour 45 minutes  

A depth study of Classical thought from one of the following topics: 

 Greek religion (31)  

 Love and relationships (32)  

 Politics of the Late Republic (33)  

 Democracy and the Athenians (34)  



 

  

Classical Greek OCR 

Classical Greek provides the opportunity to study some of the greatest works of     
literature in their original language and appreciate them within their literary, social,   
historical and cultural context. A rhetorical speech usually features in the syllabus, 
enabling candidates to appreciate the plethora of rhetorical devices that still          
underpin any effective speech today. Candidates also have the chance to study the 
works of Homer, whose Iliad and Odyssey form the cornerstone of all western        
literature. 

Classical Greek candidates develop familiarity with the language of the 5th and 4th 
century BC. They develop the linguistic ability to translate accurately from the target 
language into English, evidencing logical and analytical skills, which are highly  
valued by university admissions tutors and employers alike. 

The AS and A Level courses are fully co-teachable: content required solely for the A 
Level course is  covered in Year 13, such as the additional sections of each set text  
outlined in the table below. Students who sign up for the Greek A Level will be given 
the option of sitting the AS if they decide not to continue the subject in Year 13.   
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in GCSE Classical Greek. 

AS LEVEL 

Unit 1 H044/01: Classical Greek Language  
Written exam 
1 hour 30 minutes  

 Unseen translation  

 Comprehension or composition (English to Greek)  

Unit 2 H044/02: Classical Greek Literature 
Written exam 
2 hours  

 Verse set text: Homer, Odyssey 10, lines 144–399  

  Prose set text: Plato, Apology, 18a7 to 24b2,  

A2 LEVEL 

Unit 1 H444/01: Classical Greek Language 
Written exam 
1 hour 45 minutes  

 Unseen translation  

Unit 2 H444/02 : Classical Greek Language 
Written exam 
1 hour 15 minutes  

 Comprehension or composition (English to Greek)  

Unit 3 H044/03: Classical Greek Literature 
Written exam 
2 hours  

 Prose set text: Plato, Apology, 18a7 to 24b2, 35e to the 
end; English: rest of Plato Apology 

Unit 4 H044/04: Classical Greek Literature 
Written exam 
2 hours  

 Verse set text: Homer, Odyssey 10, lines 144–399 & 
Odyssey 9, lines 231–460 English: rest of Odyssey 9, 
and all of book 10  



 

  

Computer Science AQA 

The emphasis is on this course is computational thinking. Computational thinking is 
a kind of reasoning used by both humans and machines. Thinking computationally 
is an important life skill—it means using abstraction and decomposition. The study 
of computation is about what can be computed and how to compute it. Computing 
involves questions that have the potential to change how we view the world. For  
example, we may be computing with DNA at some stage in the future, with           
computer circuits made of genes. This leads to the question, does the natural world 
‘compute’? 

Experimental Computing can be done with computers whereby we can learn more 
about the natural world by observing the emergent behaviour of a colony of           
interacting software agents in a simulation. Computing is about designing new     
algorithms to solve new problems. In this sense Computing is no more about         
computers than astronomy is about telescopes. Many great challenges lie in the     
future for Computer Scientists to solve. This course, with its emphasis on abstract 
thinking, general problem-solving, algorithmic and mathematical reasoning,         
scientific and engineering-based thinking, is a good foundation for understanding 
these future challenges. 
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in GCSE Mathematics. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Programming and Theo-
retical Knowledge 
On-screen exam: 2hrs 
30mins 
40% of A Level 

Fundamentals: 

 of Problem Solving 

 of Programming 

 of Data Structures 

 Theory of computation  
  

Unit 2 Problem Solving,         
Programming, Operating 
Systems, Databases and 
Networking 
Written exam: 2hrs 
30mins 
40% of A Level 

 Fundamentals of data repre-
sentation  

 Fundamentals of computer 
systems  

 Fundamentals of computer 
organisation and architecture  

 Consequences of uses of   
computing  

 Fundamentals of communication 
and networking  

 Fundamentals of databases Big 
Data  

 Fundamentals of functional 
programming  

 Systematic approach to       
problem solving  

Unit 3 The Computing Practical 
Project  
Non-exam assessment 
20% of A Level 

 Substantial real life problem for which candidate designs a      
computing solution 

 Skill to be demonstrated include  analysis, design, construction/
implementation, testing and evaluation  



 

  

Design Technology AQA 

The two-year ‘Product Design 3D’ course follows a series of projects, expanding the 
students’ knowledge, practical skills, design understanding and capabilities.  The 
production of one design-and-make project each year is part of the examination   
requirement along with an examination. The four units make up the full A Level, two 
studied each year, a project and an examination.  

The expectation of the students is to study a variety of materials, techniques, skills 
and equipment. The use of the CAD CAM technology is taught early in Year 12 and is 
then used throughout the remainder of the course. 

The subject can enhance prospective engineering students understanding of the built 
environment, materials technology and the industrial processes. For someone with 
architectural interests, the design experience enhances their understanding and this 
is the case in many other degree level disciplines too. 

Facilities are still being developed, both in the workshop and in the design suite. This 
will include engineering facilities, fabrication and lamination as well as CNC        
machining in 3D, laser cutting and 3D printing, vinyl sticker cutting and full 3D   
industry standard CAD ‘Solidworks’. 
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in GCSE Design Technology, plus Grade B or above in GCSE       
English and Mathematics. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Written exam; 2 hours  
25% of A Level 

 Core technical principles 

 Core design and making principles 

Unit 2 Written exam; 2 hours  
25% of A Level 

 Specialist knowledge 

 Technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 

Unit 3 Practical Project  
Non-exam assessment 
50% of A Level 

 Practical application of technical principles 

 Designing and making principles 

 Specialist knowledge 



 

  

Drama and Theatre Studies Edexcel 

The qualification deliberately focuses on working with plays from the point of view 
of a director, designer, performer and critic. The qualification is designed to enable 
students to acquire a knowledge and understanding of the language of drama and 
theatre as well as to develop their performing and analytical skills.  

In devising and performing theatre, students are required to apply their knowledge, 
skills and understanding within the structure of a director’s interpretation of a play 
and to operate at a highly intellectual level as well as at a highly skilled practical 
level. The aim of the Advanced GCE is to enable students to operate more autono-
mously and with confidence within a drama and theatre context. 
 

Requirements 
Grade B or above in GCSE English or in any humanities based subject. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Devising 
Coursework  
40% of A Level 

 Devise an original performance piece. 

 Use one key extract from a performance text and a thea-
tre practitioner as stimuli. 

Unit 2 Theatre Text in Performance 
Externally assessed performance 
exam  
20% of A Level 

 Performance of a monologue 

 Performance of a professionally published play by a 
known writer. 

Unit 3 Theatre Makers in Practice 
Written exam: 2hrs 30mins 
40% of A Level 

 Live theatre evaluation 

 Practical exploration and study of a complete perfor-
mance text – focusing on how this can be realised for 
performance. 

 Practical exploration and interpretation of another    
complete performance text, in light of a chosen theatre 
practitioner – focusing on how this text could be    
reimagined for a contemporary audience. 



 

  

Economics AQA 

A Level Economics helps students to develop an interest and enthusiasm for           
economics and its contribution to the wider political and social environment. The 
subject will help students to develop an understanding of a range of concepts and 
acquire an ability to use these concepts in a variety of different economic, business 
and Government policy contexts. 

The students will develop an enquiring, critical and thoughtful ‘economist’s mind’ 
and practice skills, qualities and attitudes which will equip them for the challenges, 
opportunities and responsibilities of adult and working life.  They will develop an 
understanding of current economic issues, problems and institutions that affect   
everyday life and be able to analyse, explain and evaluate the strengths and        
weaknesses of the market economy and the role of government within it. 

This course has no coursework or controlled assessment units. It is not necessary for 
students to have studied GCSE Economics before starting work on this specification 
and no prior knowledge of economics is necessary. It does require an ability to write 
well-structured essays and the ability to analyse data and use graphical methods to 
explain policies. 
 

Requirements 
Grade B or above in GCSE English Language and Mathematics. Pupils should also 
demonstrate an interest in current UK Government and International Business and 
Economic affairs.  Pupils will be asked to submit summer work on which they will 
be assessed. 

AS LEVEL 

AS 
Unit 1 

Markets and Market Failure  
1 hour 30 min examination  

 Economic problem  

 Competitive markets 

 Production efficiency 

 Market failure 

 Government intervention  

AS 
Unit 2 

The National Economy 
1 hour 30 min examination  

 Macroeconomic performance 

 Circular flow of income 

 Economic performance 

 Macroeconomic policy  

A2 LEVEL 

A2  
Unit 1 

Business Economics and the 
Distribution of Income 
2 hour examination  

As Unit 1 (above), plus: 

 The firm 

 Competitive markets 

 Concentrated markets 

 

 Labour market 

 Government intervention  

A2  
Unit 2 

The National & International 
Economy 
2 hour examination  

As Unit 2 (above), plus: 

 Macroeconomic indicators 

 Managing the National 
economy 

 

 The International economy  

A2 
Unit 3 

Economic Principles and 
Issues 
2 hour examination 

 All topics from across the full course (extended response 
questions)  



 

  

English Literature OCR 

The English Literature course enables pupils to study literature from the canon,  
newer texts and literary criticism. It develops the basic skills of the GCSE courses but 
allows for a wider variety of interpretations of texts, using literary theories and 
frameworks for reading. 

Each year is team-taught, meaning that multiple skills are being learned and texts 
studied simultaneously. The course has a small introductory section, focusing on 
new skills such as the application of theory. Students will develop their analytical 
skills continuously.  

Students are expected to be keen readers, as the amount of text they have to process 
in a week can be vast. They are expected to read of their own volition outside of the 
parameters of the course. 
 

Requirements 
Previously grade A or above in both English Literature and English Language GCSE, 
however this is subject to review later in the academic year. 

Course Content / Assessment 

C1 Shakespeare, drama and poetry 
pre-1900   
 

 Two questions: 2 hours 30 minutes exam.  40%  

C2 C o m p a r a t i v e / C o n t e x t u a l 
Study 

 Two questions: 2 hours 30 minutes exam.  40%  

C3 Literature post-1900  Coursework: Two tasks. One commentary-based and one    
comparative essay. 20%  



 

  

French AQA 

The French A Level course is a varied and interesting course which will develop your 
ability to communicate in another language and your understanding of a culture 
other than your own. It is not an easy option but one that will speak volumes about 
your ability to stick at things that take a long time to perfect and you will have     
acquired a lifelong skill of being able to learn any language along the way. If you are 
doing well at GCSE languages then you should consider continuing your language 
studies to A Level. 

We would like our French  A Level students to inspire the younger ones by making 
them aware what the value is of learning languages.  Their task is to make languages 
more present outside the lessons by organising events such as a French breakfast or a 
cinema evening or helping out during our weekly French clinics and Speaking clubs. 

Students will attend a French revision course and also stay with a host family stay in 
Montpellier as preparation for the Speaking Exam 

Topics: covered include social issues and trends and artistic culture, and students will 
study French works (specific literary texts and films). 

It will be possible to take an AS Level in French at the end of Year 12. Please speak to 
Mme Quartier for more information. 
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in GCSE French. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Written exam: 2 hour 30 
minutes 
50% of A Level 

 Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 

 Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues 

 Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 

 Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 

Unit 2 Written exam: 2 hours 
20 % of A Level 

 A study of one text or one film 

Unit 3 Oral exam: 21 – 23 minutes 
(including 5 minutes             
preparation time) 
30 % of A Level 

 Individual research project 
One of four sub-themes: 

 Aspects of French-speaking society: current trends 

 Aspects of French-speaking society: current issues 

 Artistic culture in the French-speaking world 

 Aspects of political life in the French-speaking world 



 

  

Geography Edexcel 

A Level at St James is a two year course following the New Edexcel Specification.  
This is a mix of traditional and contemporary Geography, incorporating core field-
work and analytical skills alongside developing transferrable skills in all manners of 
verbal and non-verbal communications.  From September 2016 there will be no AS 
option for Geography.  Boys instead will sit a two Year A Level to be examined at the 
end of the second year.  

The new A Level course broadens to encompass a rich array of topics.  These include: 
Tectonic processes and Hazards, Globalisation, Landscape Systems, Diverse places, 
The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity, The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security,    
Superpowers and Global Development and Connections. 

The examination is in three parts: paper 1 covers all the physical topics and is worth 
30%.  Paper 2 covers the human aspects and is again worth 30%.  The third paper is 
worth 20% and comprises an Issue Evaluation Task, incorporating key synoptic 
themes throughout the course.  In addition there will be an individual investigation 
comprising 3000 - 4000 words., which will be based on individual fieldwork         
undertaken at the end of year one and completed during year two.   
 

Requirements 
Grade B or above in GCSE Geography. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Physical Geography 
Written Exam 
30% of A Level 

 Tectonic processes and Hazards 

 Landscape Systems 

 Diverse places 

 The Water Cycle and Water Insecurity 

 The Carbon Cycle and Energy Security 

Unit 2 Human Geography 
Written Exam 
30% of A Level 

 Globalisation 

 Superpowers 

 Global Development and Connections 

Unit 3 Issue Evaluation Task 
20% of A Level 

 Incorporates key synoptic themes 

Unit 4 Investigation Fieldwork 
50% of A Level 

 Based on fieldwork undertaken in year 1 and completed in 
year 2 



 

  

German AQA 

Studying German at A Level requires more than a love for the subject; it requires   
dedication. Whilst laying solid foundations in all aspects of the German language, 
the specification gives the opportunity to prove your knowledge in Speaking,         
Listening, Reading and Writing. Students will be asked to research topics                 
independently, and in depth, for their Speaking Examination. Recent years have seen 
candidates study the make-up of families, investigating the rise of divorce in German
-speaking countries and examining the environmental impact Man has on the earth 
and its ecosystems.  

Being successful at an A Level doesn’t depend on mere attendance alone; it also asks 
for an open curiosity and willingness to go to German plays, listen to German music 
and to watch German film. Candidates will be encouraged to read authentic texts 
regularly as part of their studies.  

German is a perfect choice for those whose logical mind will delight at the prospect 
of teasing the grammar and sentence structure apart to investigate its core, before 
moulding it back.   

The language is recommended for those looking to evolve into areas such as            
Engineering, Law, International Business, Tourism and Science and Research. Its core 
values translate well into many areas of Higher Education.  

It will be possible to take an AS Level in German at the end of Year 12. Please speak to 
Mme Quartier for more information. 
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in GCSE German. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Written exam: 2 hour 30 minutes 
50% of A Level 

 Aspects of German-speaking society 

 Artistic culture in the German-speaking world 

 Multiculturalism in German-speaking society 

 Aspects of political life in German-speaking society 

Unit 2 Written exam: 2 hours 
20 % of A Level 

 A study of one text or one film 

Unit 3 Oral exam: 21 – 23 minutes (including 5 
minutes preparation time) 
30 % of A Level 

One of four sub-themes from: 

 Aspects of German-speaking society  

 One sub-theme from Artistic culture in the German-
speaking world 

 Multiculturalism in German-speaking society 

 Aspects of political life in German-speaking society 



 

  

Government & Politics Edexcel 

The Government & Politics course is designed to develop a thorough knowledge of 
key political concepts such as democracy, legitimacy, power and rights. The course 
goes on to consider these concepts by examining a real political system in action, the 
UK political system. The first year looks at the main features of the UK system from 
elections to the constitution of the UK and whether it needs to be codified or not. 

In the second year, the course moves on to look at the political system used in the 
USA. An important aspect of the course is the comparison between the UK and the 
US because this comparison between two systems that have significant differences 
deepens the understanding of both the UK and US. 

An important aspect of both years is keeping up with what is currently happening in 
politics. This keeps the study very contemporary and stops it becoming too             
theoretical. 

The structure of the course makes it very valuable for those who are looking for 
something different. It is a natural partner for a literary based subject such as History 
or English as well as Economics and similar subjects.  

Please note that this information is taken from draft specifications which could 
change. 
 

Requirements 
Grade B or above in a GCSE humanities based subject such as History or Religious 
Studies.  

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 UK Politics and Core 
Political Ideas 
2 hour written exam  

Section A: 

 UK Politics  

 Evaluation questions (choose 2 of 4) 
Section B: 

 Optional Ideologies 

 Essay question (choice of 2 core ideas— Liberalism, Conservatism 
and Socialism) 

Unit 2 The UK Government 
2 hour written exam 

Section A: 

 UK Government 

 Evaluation questions (choose 2 of 4) 
Section B: 

 Optional Ideologies 

 Essay question (choice of 1 from 2 essays, for each of the optional 
ideologies:  anarchism, ecologism, feminism, multiculturalism and 
nationalism) 

Unit 3 Comparative Politics—
USA 
2 hour written exam 

 The differences between UK and USA politics / government 

 Section A: Essay question (choose 1 of 2) 

 Section B: Source-based question 
Section C 

 The Politics and Government of the USA—2 essays from choice of 3 



 

  

History OCR 

History is essentially about us, as human beings, and our behaviour when faced with 
important situations and choices. It is intrinsically fascinating and it also develops 
skills in high demand throughout many different careers. It is both useful and       
interesting. 

A Level develops the excellent analytical and writing skills that GCSE started. We 
offer a mixed course that offers some Medieval and some Modern History to satisfy 
all interests and make best use of our resident author, Dr Hipshon, who is an expert in 
Medieval History. The modules on offer allow the continued development of source 
skills with pupils progressing to a detailed historical investigation when they        
progress to A2. There is also plenty of scope to develop essay writing skills in all 
modules. At A2 pupils have the opportunity to study a broad scope of History in a 
thematic study over 100 years. 

History is a highly respected discipline available at all the top universities. It suits 
those studying English, or a humanities subject as well as being a popular option for 
scientists who don't wish to ignore their writing skills.  
 

Requirements 
Grade B or above in either GCSE History, English Literature or English Language. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Y101: British History Period 
Studies: Alfred and the          
Making of England 871–1016 
Written exam 1 hour 30 mins 
50 marks; 25%  

 Alfred and the Vikings 

 Alfred and the Governance of England 

 The revival of literacy and learning: the Alfredian Renaissance  

Unit 2 Y222: Non British Period 
Study: The Cold War in Asia 
1945–1993  
Written exam 1 hour  
30 marks; 15%  

 Western Policies in Post War Asia 1945–1979 

 The Korean War 1950–1953 and its impact to 1977 

 Indochina 1945–1967 

 Wars in Vietnam and Cambodia 1968–1993  

Unit 3 Y315: Thematic Study and 
Historical Interpretations: 
The Changing Nature of 
Warfare 1792–1945. 
Written Exam: 2 hours 30 mins 
80 marks; 40%  

 The impact of factors directly related to the conduct of war 

 The impact of technological change 

 Planning and preparation 

 The relationship between relevant domestic factors and war-
fare 

 Depth Studies on The French Revolutionary Wars 1792-1802; 
The American Civil War 1861-1865 and The Western Front 
and the First World War 1914-1918  

Unit 4 Y100: Topic Based Essay 
3000 – 4000 words 
40 marks; 20%  

 Topic-based essay 



 

  

Latin OCR 

Latin provides the opportunity to study some of the greatest works of literature in 
their original language and appreciate them within their literary, social, historical 
and cultural context. A speech by Cicero always features in the syllabus, enabling 
candidates to appreciate the plethora of rhetorical devices that still underpin any 
effective speech today. Candidates also have the chance to study the works of Ovid. 

Latin candidates develop familiarity with the language of the 1st century BC and the 
1st century AD. They develop the linguistic ability to translate accurately from the 
target language into English, evidencing logical and analytical skills, which are   
highly valued by university admissions tutors and employers alike. 

The course is supplemented in both years by visits to lectures by prominent            
academics on topics directly relevant to the set texts. 

The AS and A Level courses are fully co-teachable: content required solely for the A 
Level course is  covered in Year 13, such as the additional sections of each set text  
outlined in the table below. Students who sign up for the Latin A-Level will be given 
the option of sitting the AS if they decide not to continue the subject in Year 13.  
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in GCSE Latin. 

AS LEVEL 

Unit 1 H039/01: Latin Language  
Written exam 
1 hour 30 minutes  

 Unseen translation  

 Comprehension or composition (English to Latin)  

Unit 2 H039/02: Latin Literature 
Written exam 
2 hours  

 Verse set text: Ovid, Amores 1.1 & 2.5, Propertius 1.1 and       
Tibullus 1.1  

  Prose set text: Tacitus, Annals I, 16–30  

A2 LEVEL 

Unit 1 H439/01: Latin Language 
Written exam 
1 hour 45 mins  

 Unseen translation  

Unit 2 H439/02: Latin Language 
Written exam 
1 hour 15 mins  

 Comprehension or composition (English to Latin)  

Unit 3 H439/03: Latin Literature 
Written exam 
2 hours  

 Prose set text: Tacitus, Annals I, 16–30 and Tacitus, Annals I,      
3–7, 11–14, 46–49  

 English: Tacitus, Annals I, 31–45  

Unit 4 H439/04: Latin Literature 
Written exam 
2 hours  

 Verse set text: Ovid, Amores 1.1 & 2.5, Propertius 1.1 and       
Tibullus 1.1 and Ovid, Amores 2.7 & 2.8, Propertius 1.3 & 2.14, 
Tibullus 1.3  

 English: Ovid Amores 2.19, Propertius 4.7 and Tibullus 2.4  



 

  

Mathematics Edexcel 

The A Level Mathematics course is designed to stretch the more able students and 
will cover key aspects such as calculus, statistical analysis and mechanical processes. 

Mathematics is a versatile qualification and is well-respected by employers. Careers 
with good mathematical skills and qualifications are not only well paid, but they are 
also often interesting and rewarding. People who have studied mathematics are in 
the fortunate position of having an excellent choice of careers. Whilst the number of 
young people studying A level Mathematics is increasing there is still a huge demand 
from science, engineering and manufacturing employers. 

From September 2017 there is proposal that students must complete all assessment in 
May/June in any single year (standard in Year 13) and there are three 2 hour papers 
with the content laid out below.. 

  

Requirements 
Grade 7 or above in GCSE Mathematics. 
 

The qualification is currently subject to Ofqual accreditation. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Pure Mathematics One 
Written exam: 2 hours 

 Proof 

 Algebra and Functions 

 Co-ordinate geometry in the 
(x,y) plane 

 Sequences and Series 

 Trigonometry 

 Exponentials and Logarithms 

 Differentiation 

 Integration 

 Vectors 

Unit 2 Pure Mathematics Two 
Written exam: 2 hours 

 Proof 

 Algebra and Functions 

 Co-ordinate geometry in the 
(x,y) plane 

 Sequences and Series 

 Trigonometry 

 Differentiation 

 Integration 

 Numerical Methods 

Unit 3 Statistics and Mechanics 
Written exam: 2 hours 

Section A: Statistics 

 Statistical sampling 

 Data presentation and        
interpretation 

 Probability 

 Statistical distributions 

 Statistical hypothesis testing 

Section B: Mechanics 

 Quantities and units in       
mechanics 

 Kinematics 

 Forces and Newton’s laws 

 Moments 



 

  

Further Mathematics Edexcel 

Further Mathematics is an incredibly demanding course and should only be           
attempted by students with an intrinsic passion and aptitude for the subject. It is a 
fascinating course and the students will benefit from small class sizes (typically 2 – 6 
students) and will be taught by experienced subject specialists who have a true love 
of maths. 

In Year 12 the students will have to complete A Level Mathematics and details can be 
found on the A Level Mathematics page. 

In Year 13 students will cover a broad and rich spread of mathematical concepts 
touching many areas of applied and pure mathematics, but in more depth than the 
standard A Level course. 

Teaching from September 2018 there is proposal that students must complete all 
assessment in May/June in any single year (standard in Year 13) and there are a    
maximum of four 1 hour and 30 minutes papers with content as detailed below. 
 

Requirements 
Grade 8 or above in GCSE Mathematics. 

 

The qualification is currently subject to Ofqual accreditation. 

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Further Pure Mathematics 1 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes  

 Proof 

 Complex Numbers 

 Matrices 

 Further Algebra and Functions 

 Further Calculus 

 Further Vectors 

Unit 2 Further Pure Mathematics 2 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes  

 Complex numbers 

 Further algebra and   
Functions 

 Further calculus, 

 Polar Coordinates 

 Hyperbolic Functions 

 Differential Equations 

Unit 3 Further Mathematics Option 1  
Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes  

The content offer for these Option exams is not currently         
finalised. 
 
For more details please contact the Head of Maths,  
Miss Weiserova 

Unit 4 Further Mathematics Option 2 
Written exam: 1 hour 30 
minutes  



 

  

Music AQA 

This is a demanding course academically (40%) but also allows for plenty of practical         
development – 30% performing and 30% composition. This six-unit course helps students to 
develop aural, theoretical and analytical skills and enables them to explore a significant set 
work and an area of study selected to suit their preferences. They can choose to study         
compositional techniques, to create music which draws on their own experience and            
enthusiasm or to arrange a given piece of music. In their performances, students can present 
solo and ensemble pieces and can work with music technology. 

This specification provides a sound preparation for the study of music in higher education, as 
well as providing opportunities to develop strengths and interests leading to music-related 
and other careers.  

Students would be expected to have regular instrument/voice lessons and to take part in extra 
curricular music so as to enhance their musical understanding.  

Requirements 
GCSE music and Grade 5 instrument/voice or Grade 5 theory and Grade 5 instrument/voice.  

AS LEVEL 

Unit 1 Influences on Music 
30% of AS, 15% of A Level 
written exam 
1 hour 45 minutes  

Two Areas of Study from: 
 The Western Classical Tradition (compulsory); 
 Choral Music in the Baroque Period; 
 Music Theatre: a study of the Musical from 1940 to 1980; 
 British Popular Music from 1960 to the present day 

Unit 2 Composing: Creating Musi-
cal Ideas 
30% of AS, 15% of A Level 
Coursework 

Create and develop musical ideas in response to one of three briefs 
as follows: 
 Compositional techniques; Free composition or pastiche in    

response to a given genre; Arranging 

Unit 3 Performing: Interpreting     
Musical Ideas 
40% of AS, 20% of A Level 
10–16 minutes  

Two performances from the following: 
 a solo performance on an instrument or voice 
 a solo performance on a second instrument 
 an ensemble performance 
 a technology-based performance 1 – Sequencing 
 a technology-based performance 2 – Multi-track/close            

microphone recording 

A2 LEVEL 

Unit 4 Music in Context 
20% of A Level 
written exam 
2 hours 15 minutes  

Two Areas of Study from: 
 The Western Classical Tradition (compulsory) 
 English Choral Music in the 20th century 
 Chamber Music from Mendelssohn to Debussy 
 Four decades of Jazz and Blues 1910–1950 

Unit 5 Composing: Developing 
Musical Ideas 
15% of A Level 
Externally Assessed 
Coursework 

Create and develop musical ideas in response to one of three briefs 
as follows: 
 Compositional techniques 
 Free composition or pastiche in response to a chosen brief 
 Arranging 

Unit 6 Performing: A Musical Per-
formance 
15% of A Level 
10–15 minutes Externally 
Assessed 

Candidates offer two contrasting pieces to form a short programme 
for performance from: 
 solo acoustic performances  
 technology-based performances 
 one solo performance and one technology-based performance  



 

  

Physical Education Edexcel 

Studying Physical Education at A Level will give pupils a holistic understanding of 
how the mind and body work in relation to performance whilst also engaging them 
with the key issues and themes relating to contemporary global influences in the 
subject area. Modules in Sports Psychology, Exercise Physiology and Applied Move-
ment Analysis, Skill Acquisition and Sport and Society  will give pupils the oppor-
tunity to lay the foundations for further study in Sports Science and Physiotherapy 
and a career in one of the biggest growth markets in the world of Sport. 

The course is designed to use practical experience in sport and physical activity to 
reinforce the pupils theoretical understanding of Physical Education. Practical per-
formance and the analysis of performance make up 30% of the final mark with sci-
entific, psychological and social principles of Physical Education being assessed 
through formal examination. 
  

Requirements 
Grade B or above in GCSE P.E. or a Grade A or above in GCSE Biology.  

Course Content / Assessment 

Unit 1 Scientific principles of PE 
2 hours and 30 minutes 
40% of A Level 

 Applied anatomy and physiology 

 Exercise physiology 

 Applied movement analysis 

Unit 2 Psychological and social 
principles of PE 
2 hours 
30% of A Level 

 Skills acquisition 

 Sports psychology 

 Sport and society 

Unit 3 Practical performance 
15% of A Level 

 Skills performed as a player/performer 

Unit 4 Performance Analysis and 
Personal Development 
Programme 
15% of A Level 

 Performance Analysis 

 Personal Development Programme 



 

  

Religious Studies OCR 

The course entails a study both of the philosophy of religion and of ethics.  

The aim of the course is to encourage students to develop their interest in and         
enthusiasm for a rigorous study of religion and relate it to the wider world; treat the 
subject as an academic discipline by developing knowledge, understanding and skills 
appropriate to the specialist study of religion; adopt an enquiring, critical and        
reflective approach to the study of religion and reflect on and develop their own val-
ues, opinions and attitudes in the light of their learning.  

The school will be reviewing the new all-through A Levels specifications available. 
Please find below the information about the old specification as a guide. 
 
The AS Philosophy of Religion module covers Plato and Aristotle; the nature of God; 
proofs of God’s existence through the Ontological, Cosmological, Teleological and 
Moral arguments; problem of evil; religion and science. The Ethics module covers 
Aquinas’s Natural Law; Kantian ethics including categorical and the hypothetical 
imperatives; Utilitarianism of Betham, Mill and Singer; religious ethics. 

The A2 Philosophy of Religion module covers religious language; experience and 
religion; experience and religion; nature of God; life and death; miracles. The Ethics 
module covers meta-ethics; free will and determinism; conscience; virtue ethics;   
applied ethics topics. 
 

Requirements 
Grade B or above in either English Literature or English Language GCSE.  

AS LEVEL 

Unit 1 Philosophy of Religion 
Written exam: 1 hr 30 min  

 Ancient Greek influences on philosophy of religion 

 Judaeo-Christian influences on philosophy of religion 

 Traditional arguments for the existence of God 

 Challenges to religious belief  

Unit 2 Religious Ethics 
Written exam: 1 hr 30 min  

 Ethical theories 

 Applied ethics topics  

A2 LEVEL 

Unit 1 Philosophy of Religion 
Written exam: 1 hr 30 min  

 Religious language 

 Experience and religion 

 Nature of God 

 Life and death 

 Miracles  

Unit 2 Religious Ethics 
Written exam: 1 hr 30 min  

 Meta-Ethics 

 Free will and determinism 

 Conscience 

 Virtue ethics 

 Applied ethics topics  



 

  

Science: Biology OCR 

This course is designed to develop the interest and enthusiasm of students for        
Biology, including developing an interest in further study and careers in Biology. The 
course aims to help students appreciate how society makes decisions about scientific 
issues and how the sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society. 

‘Foundations in biology’ builds on the concepts studied at GCSE and delves deeper 
setting the foundations for the subsequent units. Students will start of by learning 
the theory behind microscopy and then conduct practical work to apply the theory. 
This study leads to cell biology and then other key ideas. Key ideas also begin module 
3 and 4 comprising health and disease and then biodiversity and evolution. 

In the second year students apply the concepts studied in the previous two modules 
and undertake study of more complex topics ranging from respiration and             
photosynthesis to the nervous system and biotechnology. 

In both the first and second years, students will also carry out practical tasks which 
will contribute to their practical endorsement.  
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in Biology GCSE written exams (Controlled Assessment is not         
included). GCSE Chemistry is also desirable. 

AS LEVEL 

Module  
1 

Development of  
practical skills  

 Planning, implementing, analysis and evaluation. 

Module 
2 

Foundations in Biology   Cell structure, biological molecules, nucleotides, enzymes, biologi-
cal membranes, cell division, cell diversity and cellular organisation 

Module  
3 

Exchange & transport  Exchange surfaces, transport in animals and transport in plants 

Module 
4 

Biodiversity, evolution & 
disease 

 Communicable diseases, disease prevention and the immune     
system. Biodiversity, classification and evolution. 

Assessment overview:  Breadth in Biology – 1 hour 30 min written paper 70 marks; 50% of total AS Level 
                                                Depth in Biology - 1 hour 30 min written paper 70 marks; 50% of total AS Level 

A2 LEVEL 

Modules  
 1—4 

Development of practical skills  
Foundations in Biology  
Exchange & transport 
Biodiversity, evolution & disease 

 As units 1-4 above 

Module 
5 

Communication, homeostasis & 
energy 

 Communication & homeostasis. Excretion. Neuronal 
& hormonal communication. Plant and animal       
responses. Photosynthesis and respiration 

Module  
6 

Genetics, evolution and ecosystems  Cellular control, patterns of inheritance, manipulating 
genomes, cloning and biotechnology. Ecosystems,  
populations and sustainability. 

Assessment overview:  Biological processes – 2 hour 15 min written paper 100 marks; 37% of total A Level 
                                                Biological diversity – 2 hour 15 min written paper 100 marks; 37% of total A Level 
                                                Unified biology – 1 hour 30 min written paper 70 marks; 26% of total A Level 
                                                Practical endorsement in Biology 



 

  

Science: Chemistry OCR 

The A Level course aims to develop candidate’s interest in, and enthusiasm for  
Chemistry, including developing an interest in further study and future careers. It is 
a flexible content based approach that builds on the knowledge gained at GCSE   
adding depth and breadth alongside developing the understanding of how different 
areas of chemistry relate to each other. Practical skills are integrated with the         
theoretical topics and they are assessed both through written papers and, for A Level 
only, the Practical Endorsement.  

It is important that boys in their first year are consistently shown to be working at a 
C grade level or above to enable them to carry on to the second year of the A Level 
course.  

A Level Chemistry is essential for a degree course medicine (and related courses) 
pharmacy, dentistry, chemical engineering, food biosciences, related Biology and 
Chemistry degree courses. 

A good Chemistry degree is accepted as a powerful entry into many professions e.g. 
law, banking, the city, research chemist, management and even politics! It is accepted 
that the Graduate Chemist is literate, numerate and highly scientific and in itself a 
Chemistry degree is excellent training in clear logical and imaginative thinking.   
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in Chemistry modules C1-C7 (Controlled Assessment is not         
included) and an A in Maths.  

AS LEVEL 

Module 1 Development of practical skills in 
Chemistry 

Assessment Overview: 
Both components assess content from all four modules: 

 Breath in chemistry: 70 marks (50% of AS Level) 
                                                   1hour 30 minutes, written paper 
 

 Depth in chemistry: 70 marks (50% of AS Level) 
                                                  1hour 30 minutes, written paper 

Module 2 Foundations in chemistry 

Module 3 Periodic table and energy 

Module 4 Core organic chemistry 

A2 LEVEL 

Modules  
1-4  

As above: 
Development of practical skills 
in Chemistry 
Foundations in chemistry 
Periodic table and energy 
Core organic chemistry 

Assessment Overview: 
Component 01 assesses content from modules 1, 2, 3 and 5. 
Component 02 assesses content from modules 1, 2, 4 and 6. 

 Periodic table, elements and physical chemistry:  
          100 marks (37% of A Level); 2 hours 15 minutes,  
          written paper 

 Synthesis and analytical techniques: 100 marks (37% 
of A Level); 2 hours 15 minutes, written paper 

 Untitled Chemistry: 70 marks (37% of total A Level) 
           1 hour 30 minutes written paper 

 Practical endorsement in chemistry 

Module 5 Physical chemistry and transi-
tion elements 

Module 6 Organic chemistry and analysis 



 

  

Science: Physics  OCR 

The universe is mathematical in nature and lawful. Physics is the process of            
discovering the laws and the practice of applying them. These laws are expressed in 
mathematical form, and so ability in Mathematics is crucial and it is a condition of 
being on the course that you are also studying A Level Maths. High quality practical 
work and time spent practising problems are the key to success. 

An understanding of Physics opens a door to a view of the world that others do not 
see. It provides a reasoned way of thinking which is valued in all areas, both             
academic and business. The great human projects of today are scientific:  the LHC 
and new telescopes. As a physicist you could perhaps be part of these, and, at the very 
least, you would understand them.   
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in GCSE Physics written exams (Controlled Assessment is not         
included) and GCSE Maths, and studying A Level Maths. 

AS LEVEL 

Module 1 Development of practical skills  Planning, implementing, analysis and evaluation  

Module 2 Foundations in Physics  Physical quantities and units 
 Making measurements and analysing data 
 Nature of quantities  

Module 3 Forces & Motion  Motion 
 Forces in action 

 Work, energy and power 
 Materials and Momentum.  

Module 4 Electrons, waves & photons   Charge and current 
 Energy, power and 

resistance 

 Electrical circuits 
 Waves and Quantum physics 

Assessment overview: Breadth in Physics – 1 hour 30 min written paper 70 Marks – 50% of total AS Level 
Depth in Physics - 1 hour 30 min written paper 70 Marks – 50% of total AS Level  

A2 LEVEL 

Modules 
1—4 

Development of  practical skills  
Foundations in Physics 
Forces & Motion 
Electrons, waves & photons 

 As units 1—4 above 

Module  5 Newtonian world and astro-
physics  

 Thermal physics 
 Circular motion 
 Oscillations 
 Gravitational fields and Astrophysics and Cosmology  

Module 6 Particles and medical physics  Capacitors; Electric fields 
 Electromagnetism 
 Nuclear and particle physics and Medical Imaging 

Assessment overview:  Modelling physics – 2 hour 15 min written paper 100 Marks – 37% of total A Level 
Exploring physics – 2 hour 15 min written paper 100 Marks – 37% of total A Level 
Unified physics – 1 hour 30 min written paper 70 Marks – 26% of total A Level 
Practical endorsement in physics 



 

  

Sanskrit CIE 

AS Sanskrit provides the opportunity to study some of the greatest works of             
literature in their original language and appreciate them within their literary, social, 
historical and cultural context. The texts studied include verses from the Bhagavad 
Gita, stories from the Hitopadesha and selections from the great epic Ramayana. In 
addition, candidates study selections from the Bhagavata Purana and the Laws of 
Manu in translation. 

Sanskrit candidates develop  the linguistic ability to translate accurately from the 
target language, Classical/Epic Sanskrit, into English, thus demonstrating logical and 
analytical skills, which are highly  valued by university admissions tutors and em-
ployers alike. 

The A2 course goes on to deepen the linguistic competence and examine further   
selections of the oldest philosophical literature in the original, such as the            
Upanishads and the commentary of Adi-Shankara on the Bhagavad Gita. There is 
also an option to study Panini’s sutras. 

The course is supplemented by visits to the Oriental Institute at Oxford University.  
 

Requirements 
Grade A or above in GCSE Sanskrit.  

AS LEVEL 

Unit 1 Unit 8608/1: Prescribed Texts 
and Essays 
Written exam 2 hour s 

 Selections from the Hitopadesha 

 Selections from the Ramayana 

 Selections from the Bhagavad Gita 

 Essays on the Bhagavata Purana and the Laws of Manu  

Unit 2 Unit 8608/2: Unprepared Trans-
lation and Composition 
Written exam  1 hour 15 minutes 

 Translation into English 

 Translation into Sanskrit  

A2 LEVEL 

Unit 1 Unit 9606/1: Prescribed Texts 
Written exam 2 hours 30 
minutes 

 Selections from the Buddhacarita of Ashvaghosha 

 Selections from Manu 

 Selections from the Upanishads 

 Bhagavad Gita and Shankara’s commentary  

Unit 2 Unit 9606/2: Unprepared Trans-
lation, Unprepared Comprehen-
sion and Prose Composition 
Written exam 2 hours 30 
minutes  

 Translation into English 

 Comprehension 

 Translation into Sanskrit  

Unit 3 Unit 9606/3: Short Essays and 
either Panini and Grammar or 
Higher Level Prose Composition 
Written exam 2hours 30 minutes  

 Short essays on 3 topics 

 Either: Panini and Grammar 

 Or: Higher Level Prose Composition  



 

  

Beyond the Curriculum 
Education is more than just progression in academic subjects.. Members of 
the Sixth Form have many opportunities to develop themselves further 
through clubs, societies and extra educational opportunities. 

 

Extended Project Qualification 
Run by AQA, the Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) is equal to an AS  
Level. Students take on responsibility for an extended project. The aim is to 
demonstrate the skills needed at university. These include research skills, 
time management, handling data, writing reports etc. Utilising skills learned 
in academic courses, Sixth Form workshops and from visiting speakers,   
candidates work on a “product” which can be a physical artefact but could 
also be a lesson, extended essay or similar.  
The process of research, developing thinking skills and showing the ability 
to solve problems is assessed; this is based on the evidence of the final     
product and the documentation/log of its development. Critical reflection 
on the successes, failures and challenges presented must also be recorded. All 
products require some form of written reflection and a presentation on the 
project, to be carried out for staff and pupils.  
There are no specific prerequisites for joining the EPQ programme, although 
strong time management and independent study skills are essential.         
Candidates may be withdrawn if they do not attend meetings or if they miss 
deadlines.  

 

The Super-Curriculum 
A full programme of Extra-Curricular activities is available to the Sixth 
Form. With clubs and societies ranging from sports to academia, the Sixth 
Formers are invited to play a role in not only taking part but in running 
them too. 
Guest speakers add another dimension to the extra-curricular opportunities 
available. Via the Ficino Society, speakers from a huge range of fields are 
invited in to speak with the students on a variety of topics, from Arctic     
Survival and Exploration to Safe Driving. 

Sixth Form dinners also offer a chance for students to hear an eminent 
speaker whilst becoming familiar with formal dining etiquette. 



 

  

Beyond the Curriculum 
Leadership 
Leading is not simply taking charge of a situation and expecting others to 
follow. Leadership in St James is about inspiring passion and confidence in 
others so that everyone participates in developing the school.  
There are many avenues for our Sixth Formers to demonstrate their          
leadership qualities, whether by being on the Senior Prefects’ Team, being a 
school captain, mentoring pupils with meditation or giving guidance in   
academic subjects. 
Helping others to achieve the highest goals is the true essence of being a 
leader.  

Students are invited to attend several Leadership Courses throughout the 
year to develop and hone their leadership skills. 

 

Joint School Events 
We enjoy a strong relationship with St James Senior Girls’ School, which is 
based in Kensington, Olympia, often joining with them for school events. 
In the Sixth Form the students are given many opportunities to develop   
positive relationships with their fellow Sixth-Formers , sharing skills and 
learning from one-another in a relaxed atmosphere. 
Larger events include the Model UN Conference, Music concerts and plays. 
More informal events, such as dancing lessons and teambuilding days, take 
place too and the Heads of Sixth from both schools meet regularly to devel-
op new ideas for interaction. 

Biennially, there is a joint schools’ musical and a careers’ forum. 
 

Physical Education 
Sixth Formers have two full sports sessions and one squad training session 
(either after school or at lunch times). The main winter game is rugby 
(hockey for some); in summer it is cricket, rowing and athletics. For the Sixth 
Form boys, there is also a wide range of Friday afternoon options, including 
kayaking, judo, fencing, tennis, squash, basketball and sailing (Summer 
Term). 



 

  

Beyond St James 
It is the school’s aim to ensure that all applicants are guided to future options 
that best meet their aptitude, strengths and interests in order to maximise 
their potential and reach personal fulfilment. Information, advice and            
guidance are offered through a comprehensive programme of UCAS             
induction, HE seminars, assemblies, university visits and tutorial support.  
 

UCAS 
UCAS Induction: The formal UCAS programme begins on the Year 12        
Induction Day with an interactive introduction to the requirements of a        
successful application.  

Higher Education Seminars: Throughout the Spring Term, Higher Education 
Seminars are offered to students of Year 10 and above and their parents.  
Topics covered include:  

 UCAS: The Wider Picture 
 Oxbridge Applications 
 Maastricht and European Admissions 
 US Admissions, Medical Admissions 
 Applying for Humanities 
 Applying for Sciences 
 Winning Personal Statements 
 Interview Preparation 
 Student Finance and Budgeting.              
Additional inter-schools Higher Education events are organised from time to 
time. Year 12 students visit a University as a group and are guided through 
registering with UCAS online during the UCAS week in the Summer Term. 
They attend a series of personal statement workshops and receive individual 
feedback on the first draft of their Personal Statement before the end of the 
summer term. 
Individual Support: Each student is allocated to a Sixth Form Tutor who   
offers individual UCAS advice and guidance from the beginning of Year 12. 
Year 12 students meet formally with their tutor to discuss their progress and 
UCAS forms part of these discussions. In the Spring and Summer Terms of 
Year 12, students are encouraged to attend University Taster Days and Open 
Days and, Higher Education Seminars. A variety of further courses and     
opportunities are advertised weekly in our newsletter and on the UCAS    
notice board. The Centigrade psychometric questionnaire is offered in the 
Spring Term of Year 12, followed by individual interviews by COA’s experi-
enced Careers Advisers. In the Autumn Term of Year 13, Sixth Form Tutors 
advise applicants on how to improve their personal statements, check their 
UCAS applications and collate the UCAS reference. 



 

  

Beyond St James 
Oxbridge and Medical Applications: Intensive support and guidance are  
offered to potential Oxbridge or Medical candidates. Oxbridge and Medical 
candidates formally apply to join the Oxbridge group, commit to a Thinking 
Skills programme in the Spring Term of Year 12 and attend the Oxbridge 
student conference. Applicants who receive offers are offered professional 
interview training. Due to the highly competitive nature of these                  
applications, it is our policy that Oxbridge candidates must hold a minimum 
of 5 A* grades at GCSE. 
Leavers: The school is committed to supporting leavers applying post       
qualifications, provided that they make timely contact with us on results 
day. 

 

Careers 
The focus of Careers Education in the Sixth Form is on providing                 
opportunities for the young men to develop the transferable skills which are 
needed for employment and/or further education.  These skills include good 
time management, being able to work in a team, being proactive,  organised, 
and reliable.  These skills are incorporated into the daily life of a Sixth      
Former, but are targeted through a couple of specific activities: 

 Exposure to a range of speakers from different backgrounds and      
philosophies during their two years in Sixth Form. 

 Skills training in interview and presentation techniques. 

 Career Interest Testing with the COA Centigrade programme which 
hones their skill in online assessment and culminates with a twenty 
minute personal interview with a trained COA counsellor. 

 A one week work experience placement in June of Year 12.  The   
placement is organised by Richmond Education Business Partnership 
and are based on ‘sector’ choices made by each young man.  On return 
from work experience, the boys have sessions in which they discuss 
their experiences and what they learned in the various situations and 
how these lessons would be useful to them in the future. 

In all these activities, the focus in on self-awareness and individual choice, 
while keeping in mind that each person is also part of the bigger world and 
community. 



 

  

Birkbeck, University of London Financial Economics | French & German 

Brighton and Sussex Medical School Medicine 

Bristol University History 

Cardiff University Music 

City University London Electrical & Electronic Engineering 

King’s College London Biomedical Science | Classics | Theology 

Manchester University Environmental & Resource Geology 

Newcastle University Mathematics | Philosophy | Ancient History  

Oxford Brooks University Philosophy 

Oxford School of Drama Drama 

Royal Holloway, University of London History| Zoology | Biomedical Science  

St George’s, University of London Biomedical Science | Medicine 

University College London Biochemical Engineering 

University of Bristol Philosophy | Politics & Sociology 

University of Cambridge Mathematics 

University of Durham Modern Languages | Oriental Studies 

University of East Anglia Psychology 

University of Edinburgh Chemical Engineering | Chinese | Philosophy 

University of Kent Politics & International Relations 

University of Leeds French | Geography 

University of Nottingham Neuroscience 

University of Oxford Computer Science & Philosophy | English 

University of Portsmouth Biochemistry 

University of Roehampton Primary Education 

University of Southampton PPE 

University of St Andrews Classics 

University of Sussex Chemistry | English | Philosophy | Law 

University of Warwick Ancient History & Classical Archaeology 

University of York Mathematics & Philosophy 

Leavers 
Results 
2016: 100% pass rate; A*ABC 90%  2013: 100% pass rate; A*ABC 89% 

2015: 100% pass rate; A*ABC 90%  2012: 100% pass rate; A*ABC 84%  
2014: 100% pass rate; A*ABC 90%  2011: 100% pass rate; A*ABC 92%  
 

Destinations (selection from previous three years) 



 

  

Head of Sixth Form   Mr David Beezadhur— d.beezadhur@stjamesboys.co.uk 

Deputy Head of Sixth Form  Ms Sandra Williams— s.williams@stjamesboys.co.uk 

Admissions     Mrs Lauren McCready— l.mccready@stjamesboys.co.uk 
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