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Introduction
The Combined Cadet Force (CCF) at St James Senior Boys’ School meets between 4.15pm and
6.45pm on Tuesday afternoons after the end of lessons during term time.
In addition to Tuesday parade evenings there are also a number of activities at weekends
throughout the school year and an Annual Camp during the school summer holidays.
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Cadet Promotions

The aim of training in the CCF is
to develop a cadet’s leadership
abilities. This is achieved
through training to promote
qualities of responsibility, selfreliance, resourcefulness and a
sense of service to the community.
Training is planned so there is
steady progression for cadets
who might spend several years
in the CCF. Cadet NCOs are
taught how to instruct and are
given the opportunity to practise
command.

Promotion in the CCF is based on merit rather than on time served.
Cadets are assessed on the basis of observation by staff of their participation in cadet activities rather than by application and interview.
Promotion to the various ranks in the CCF requires an increasing
level of responsibility to be shown by the cadet. In order to be promoted a Cadet should be able to demonstrate that he has:





The ability and capacity to be promoted and become an
NCO (Lance Corporal and above)
An ability to lead others by example
Level of initiative and an ability to learn independently
without being told by a member of staff.

The Cadet Training Syllabus is
set out by the MOD and consists
of:









In May 2019 we will be saying goodbye
to Major Des Hayes, who until very
recently was the Contingent Commander of St James’ CCF. Major Hayes
started working with the cadet force in
1989 meaning that in May he will have
served 30 years in the organisation; an
extraordinary commitment!

Drill & Turnout
Military Knowledge
Skill at Arms
Shooting
First Aid
Map & Compass
Fieldcraft
Expedition Training

Goodbye to Major Hayes
Major Hayes was instrumental in
building the contingent up to the
strong position it enjoys now. Over
the years many young men have
been inspired by his work and energy. Among those cadets were a young
Richard Fletcher, James Johnson,
Tom Prendergast and James Bowman
- all now members of staff in the
Contingent!

Having moved to the West Country,
Major Hayes has handed on the role of
Contingent Commander of St James’
CCF to Captain Richard Fletcher. Major The high standards that he set down
Hayes will be officially dined out by
in the early days are still present in
the CCF at the next Christmas camp in the Contingent today and for that we
December 2019.

owe Des Hayes a great debt of gratitude”
says Richard Fletcher. “He is an extraordinary individual whose legacy will live in
for many years to come”. Thank you Des
and good luck for the future.
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Introduction to Staff
Richard Fletcher

James Bowman

Contingent Commander in
charge of the CCF at St
James and holds the rank
of Captain. He is an old
boy and a cadet from St
James. He taught at the
school for many years.

An old boy of St James and cadet
during his time here . He is currently in the process of completing his commission to become a
2nd Lieutenant. He assists with
weekly training evenings and
weekend training activities.

James Johnson
Holds the rank of Lieutenant. He is the Head of Upper School at St James, also
an old boy and a cadet in
his school days. He manages the training and activities programme for the

Tim Prendergast
An old boy of St James and a member
of the Estates Team at the school. He
was in the CCF when a pupil at St
James. He holds the rank of Sergeant
Timothy Paul

Carlene Harvey-Williams
Teacher at St James who has recently
joined the CCF staff as a civilian instructor. She will help deliver first aid
training and has just completed a
training course with Archery GB to
become an archery instructor.

Member of school staff at St James. He
is the School Staff Instructor (SSI) and
his main responsibility is to help ensure the smooth running of the contingent.

Review of Recent Activities
We are happy to
report that we
passed this
Inspection and
Review with
flying colours.

Biennial Review
Every second year CCF units are
inspected and reviewed by senior
officers from the regular army to
ensure that the contingent is operating correctly and that training is
being delivered in accordance with
the guidelines within the Cadet
Training Syllabus. It is also an
opportunity for the contingent to
showcase its activities.

We had our Biennial Inspection and Review on 27th June.
The Inspecting Officer was
Lieutenant Colonel Simon
McMenemy. During his inspection he was accompanied
by the Headmaster and senior
staff from the London District
Cadet Training Team.

Summer Camp Warcop
Cadets and staff from St James
CCF attended Summer Camp at
Warcop in Cumbria for a week
in early July.
They enjoyed many CCF training activities, including a day of
adventure training in the Lake
District.
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CADSAAM and Guthrie Cup
On Sunday 6th October four cadets
Joseph Munden, Daniel Johnston,
Calum Main and Alexander Holloway travelled to Hythe Ranges to
take part in the London District Cadet
Skill At Arms Meeting (CADSAAM).
The team placed 4th in the competition which is a good result considering that many of the other teams who
took part have their own rifle ranges
at school and have the opportunity to
regularly practice and hone their
skills.
On Sunday 18th November a team of
ten cadets Alarik Hogsander, Daniel
Goodstein, Joseph Munden, Harvey
Redman, Calum Main, Charlie Harris,

Luca De Costa, Harry Tarsh, Alexander Holloway and Cal WeylandOliver travelled to Harrow School to
take part in the annual Guthrie Cup
competition.

During October half term cadets Alarik Hogsander and
Joseph Munden also attended and successfully completed a week long Cadet Leadership Course at St Martins
Plain Camp in Kent. Congratulations to them both.

This is an annual competition for
CCF units in the Greater London
area and consists of a series of ten
assessed activities over the course of
a day. The activities included fitness,
drill, first aid, marksmanship, military knowledge and command tasks.
Participation in the competition is
by invitation only. This was only
the second year that St James CCF
had been invited to take part.

Remembrance Sunday
On Sunday 11th November cadets
and staff travelled to Sloane Square
in London to take part in the annual
Remembrance Commemoration.

During the first half of the Autumn term a large part of Tuesday parade evenings had been
spent practicing drill to ensure
that we were proficient on the
day. Altogether,
over 70 cadets
and staff
marched in the
Remembrance
Parade. This was
the first year that
we marched with
our new contingent banners.

Christmas Camp
We had our annual Christmas
Camp on 30th November to 2nd
December. For Year 9 cadets this
was an introduction to Fieldcraft, where they are able to put
into practice lessons learned on
Tuesday parade evenings in an
outdoor environment.
On Friday there were a variety of
activities including a night navigation as well as patrolling exercise. This was followed by a
number of military training
activities on Saturday morning.

During the weekend a group of
Sixth Form cadets took part in
what is known as the Para
Challenge.
Over a 24 hour period the cadets
camped out overnight and took
part in a series of timed physically demanding challenges.
Including a stretcher team run,
individual one mile run, an orienteering exercise and a final
cross country run carrying a full
pack and rifle. This was then
followed by a formal interview
with staff.

Normandy D-Day Beaches
In September a
group of senior
cadets and staff
toured the sites
in Normandy
relating to the DDay landings in
June 1944.
Visits were made
to all five main
landing beaches as well as to a number of museums,
cemeteries, memorials and German defensive
structures. We also managed to fit in a visit to the
Bayeux Tapestry.
On Saturday afternoon the cadets
enjoyed an afternoon of bowling in
Guildford, followed by our traditional Christmas dinner on Saturday evening. It was a very enjoyable evening with the chance to
relax after two full days of activities. During the dinner the results
of the Para Challenge were announced as were a number of promotions for cadets.
Congratulations to Alarik
Hogsander and Joseph Munden for
successfully completing the Para
Challenge.

Also well done to Alarik
Hogsander, Joseph Munden,
Alexander Dzik-Jurasz, Thomas
Wheeler, Joshua Peachey and
James Gardiner on their promotions.

Forthcoming CCF Activities
Obstacle Course/Range day for Y 9 & 10 Cadets – training in the use of a military obstacle course.
Range Day Y11-13 Cadets – live firing on a 25 metre range.
Clay Pigeon Shooting Day - senior cadets will spend the day receiving instruction in clay pigeon shooting with a team of instructors from the Army Shooting Club at a specialist clay pigeon shooting centre in Hampshire.
Living In The Field - weekend of basic Fieldcraft activities for Y9 & 10 cadets including an overnight camp and the opportunity
for cadets to put into practice the training they have received on parade evenings. Year 10 cadets who attended this camp last year
will have the opportunity to assist with training of younger cadets and start to develop their leadership skills.
Cadet Leadership Course— two senior cadets will be selected to participate in a Leadership Course during the Easter holidays.
TIBUA – ‘Training In a Built Up Area’ weekend for senior cadets. On the first day the cadets train in military tactics, first aid and
casualty evacuation in an urban training area at Longmoor Camp in Hampshire. An overnight camp in woodland is followed the
next morning with a planned exercise where the cadets are given the responsibility for planning, preparing and executing an assault and house clearance on several buildings in the training area. Blank ammunition and smoke grenades are used to add realism
to the training exercise. It is a chance for the cadets to demonstrate leadership and teamwork and to be responsible for planning
and preparation of an exercise and for the execution of their exercise plan.
Junior FTX—three day, two night training weekend or Y9 & 10 Cadets,. Building on the ‘Living in the Field’ training and adds a
number of military training scenarios to overnight camping with blank ammunition and smoke grenades adding a degree of realism to the training scenarios.
Young Leaders Course - Offered to Y10 Cadets. A two day weekend course combines classroom instruction and outdoor practical
exercises delivered by instructors from an outside organisation and along with the completion of a workbook will lead to the
awarding of a Level 2 qualification Award for Young Leaders from the Institute of Leadership and Management. This is still be
confirmed.
Annual Summer Camp — details have not yet been finalised. We are still awaiting confirmation of which camp we have been
allocated. Details will be sent in due course..
Somme Battlefield Trip — We are in the early stages of planning a trip to the Somme battlefields for senior cadets. This will take
place in September 2019.

Schedule of CCF Activities for 2019
Date
Sunday 27th January
Saturday 9th February

Activity
Obstacle Course & Range Day
Clay Pigeon Shooting Day

Year Groups
All
Years 11-13

Half Term
2nd – 3rd March

‘Living In The Field’ weekend

Years 9-10

Easter Holidays
April
Friday 3rd May
4th – 5th May
17th – 19th May

Cadet Leadership Course (tbc)

Year 12

Cadets Open Day for Year 8

Selected.

TIBUA weekend

Years 11-13

Junior FTX weekend

Years 9-10

Half Term

TBC

Young Leaders’ Course (tbc)

Friday 6th July

Last day of school

6th – 14th July

Annual Summer Camp (location
tbc)
Summer Holidays

September 2019

Somme Battlefield Tour (tbc)

Year 10
All

Senior Cadets

Archery
We are planning to introduce
archery on parade evenings in the
Spring. A member of staff has
recently completed an Archery
Instructor’s course run by Archery GB and as soon as the
weather improves and the days
become longer we plan to add
archery as an additional activity
on Tuesdays evenings.

