
ST JAMES SENIOR GIRLS’ SCHOOL
Location: London, UK

www.stjamesgirls.co.uk

Full STEM 
ahead 

It has been estimated that the under-representation  
of women in STEM subjects – science, technology, 
engineering, maths – costs the British economy  
at least £2 billion in lost labour. This is in addition 
to denying the UK’s science-based industry the 
brains, inspiration and drive of a significant 
section of the population.

One school working to change this is St James 
Senior Girls’ School in Kensington, London, an 
independent school with just over 260 pupils, which 
encourages girls to explore STEM subjects as one 
part of a suite of opportunities that significantly 
contribute to the girls’ positive development and 
their future prospects.

“The school achieves excellent results but it is 
also very strong on pastoral care and support, and 
in encouraging the girls to have a go,” says Tomas 
White, Assistant Head (Co-curricular) and Head of 
Chemistry. “At mixed schools, girls sometimes hold 
back as they worry about making a mistake but we 
encourage them to think they can try anything. 
There is no stigma to having a go and getting it 
wrong as that is part of the learning journey.”

As well as providing a broad curriculum, sporting 
opportunities and the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
the school’s offering includes the Minerva Society, 
which features regular talks by external speakers, 
who are often female role models. One speaker was  
a former pupil who was studying maths at Imperial 
College. Having been educated in the inclusive, 
stimulating environment of St James, she didn’t 
realise that maths was considered by some to be  
a “male” subject until she arrived at university.

St James also has several annual days for STEM 
activities, during which girls are put into teams and 
asked to work together to solve engineering or 
programming challenges. The onus on collaboration  
is a core element of the school’s philosophy, with 

pupils encouraged to work with one another rather 
than to compete against each other. The school’s 
STEM club is another popular activity, with girls 
using a range of tools and materials to take on 
long-term projects.

As Kenneth MacLean, Head of Science and 
Biology, explains, “Crucial skills in engineering 
include communication and working as a group. 
We encourage the same kinds of approach that  
an engineer might take.”


