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This document is based on the current government guidance found in the links below:  

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-

parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-

from-1-june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-

measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/preparing-for-the-wider-opening-of-schools-from-1-june/planning-guide-for-secondary-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
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Introduction 

Since 23rd March 2020  nurseries, schools and colleges have remained open only to a priority 

group of children and young people, children of critical workers and vulnerable children. 

However, as of 1st June 2020, the government is phasing in the return of children and young 

people to nurseries, schools and colleges in a way that is ‘measured, reduces risks and is guided 

by science’. 

Phased return of students to secondary education 

On 24th May the Prime Minister announced that secondary schools should plan on the basis that 

from the week commencing 15th June, they can invite Year 10 and 12 pupils back into school for 

some face-to-face support with their teachers, subject to the government’s 5 tests being met. 

Secondary schools have been asked to offer this face-to-face support to supplement the remote 

education of Year 10 and Year 12 pupils, which should remain the predominant mode of 

education during this term.  

Expectations from 15 June 

From 15th June, secondary schools are able to offer face-to-face support for a quarter of the Year 

10 and 12 cohort at any one time. Alongside this, the government is asking secondary schools 

to: 

 continue providing full-time provision for vulnerable pupils in all year groups (including Year 

10 and Year 12) 

 continue providing full-time provision for children of critical workers in all year groups 

(including Year 10 and Year 12) 

 provide some face-to-face support to supplement the remote education of Year 10 and Year 

12 pupils, with a clear expectation that remote education will continue to be the predominant 

form of education delivery for these year groups and that this should be of high quality 

 continue to use best endeavours to support all other pupils remaining at home, making use of 

the available remote education support and ensuring a high quality offer 

Flexibility 

Government guidance informs that schools have the flexibility to implement face-to-face support 

for Year 10 and Year 12 pupils in the way that best suits their circumstances, including 

considerations around staff availability and workload. It states that it is up to schools to decide 

how they want to use face-to-face support in the best interests of their pupils e.g. additional 

pastoral support, academic support, practical support, or a combination of these. 

The guidance also notes that there may be some pupils who would particularly benefit from more 

face-to-face support, such as disadvantaged pupils or pupils who have not been engaging in 

remote education. These pupils may attend more frequently than others as long as schools ensure 

that only a quarter of the Year 10 and 12 cohort are in school at any one time. This should be 

alongside full-time attendance of vulnerable children and children of critical workers in all year 

groups. 

Scientific advice and rationale for approach 

The guidance on how to phase the return of pupils in secondary schools is underpinned by the 

government’s latest understanding of coronavirus (COVID-19). To limit the risk of increasing 

the rate of transmission, scientific advice indicates that we need to take a phased approach that 

limits both the number of children and young people in school and how much they mix with 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-vulnerable-children-and-young-people
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other pupils and staff. This is set out in detail in the guidance on protective measures for 

education settings. 

We are advised that we need to limit the total number of pupils returning to school. Younger 

children in primary schools have been prioritised because we know that the early years of 

education are crucial for social and educational development. Advice from the Scientific 

Advisory Group for Emergencies (SAGE) shows there is a lower overall risk from opening 

schools to younger children, and that they are less likely to become unwell if infected with 

coronavirus compared to adults. Year 10 and Year 12 have been prioritised in mainstream 

secondary schools because they are preparing for key examinations next year and, of the 

secondary year groups, are most impacted by falling behind due to time out of school.  

The government is clear that we cannot return more pupils to secondary school at this time. This 

position will be kept under review, and further advice will be provided as and when needed. One 

of the key reasons for this is because older pupils generally travel further to school and are more 

likely to use public transport to travel to and from school. The latest government advice is to 

avoid public transport as far as possible and to walk or cycle instead to reduce the risk of the 

virus spreading. Numbers of secondary pupils must also be limited because older pupils are more 

likely to have a wider group of social contacts outside of school. 

What if my daughter is eligible but has siblings who are not? 

We are asking that only these year groups, listed above, return to school from 15th June. This 

does not include siblings in different year groups unless those siblings are in a priority group, for 

example, the children of critical workers. 

How will risks to children, teachers and families be managed? 

The DfE have provided guidance and support to schools, on implementing protective measures 

in education and childcare settings to help them reduce the risk of transmission as more children 

return. To prevent the spread of coronavirus we will use a range of protective measures to create 

a safer environment in which the risk of spreading the virus is substantially reduced. They are 

all designed to minimise risks to children, staff and their families. 

These will include: 

 in accordance with government guidelines, only allowing 25% of Year 10 and 12 to attend on 

any day 

 helping children, families and staff where possible to avoid use of public transport 

 carrying out a risk assessment before re-opening. The assessment will directly address risks 

associated with coronavirus so that sensible measures can be put in place to minimise those 

risks for children, young people and staff. 

 endeavouring to ensure that children and staff do not attend if they or a member of their 

household has symptoms of coronavirus 

 temperature checking, sanitising and/or hand washing on arrival 

 the Prep School Matron will be on duty throughout the school day to monitor the children’s 

health, equipped with face mask, gloves and any other necessary equipment 

 only one child in the Medical room at a time 

 allocating an isolation room  

 promoting regular hand washing for 20 seconds with running water and soap or use of 

sanitiser and ensuring good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

approach throughout the day 

 cleaning more frequently to get rid of the virus on frequently touched surfaces, such as door 

handles, handrails, table tops and play equipment 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings
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 minimising the sharing of resources and objects within the classroom 

 wearing of uniform without jackets (Year 10) 

 pupils must wear face masks if they are travelling on public transport.  However, wearing a 

face covering or face mask in schools or other education settings is not currently 

recommended by the government. 

 minimising contact through smaller classes or group sizes and altering the environment as 

much as possible, such as changing the layout of classrooms 

 reducing mixing between groups through timetable changes, such as staggered break times or 

by introducing staggered drop-off and collection times 

 not permitting parents or carers to enter the school building unless by prearranged and 

authorised appointment  

 ensuring that classrooms are well ventilated  

 endeavouring to ensure social distancing at all times  

 food provision: meals will be produced freshly from the kitchen. The food will be individually 

plated by the catering team and delivered to the empty sanitised dining room. The catering 

team will then leave the lunch room. Each girl will come in and sit down adhering to social 

distancing and eat their lunch in the environment of their fellow pupils and teachers. When 

finished, the girls will leave their plate on the table and depart from the dining room. When 

they have departed the catering team will return and ensure that all plates are collected and 

all surfaces are cleaned to the highest of standards. Please be assured any dietary requirements 

will be upheld. 

If my daughter is eligible, is it compulsory for her to attend school? 

The government strongly encourage children and young people in the eligible year groups and 

priority groups (such as children of critical workers) to attend, unless they are self-isolating or 

there are other reasons for absence (such as shielding due to health conditions). You should 

notify us as normal if your daughter is unable to attend so that we are aware and can discuss their 

absence with you, if necessary. 

Should I keep my daughter at home if she has an underlying health condition or lives with 

someone in a clinically vulnerable group? 

Children who are considered extremely clinically vulnerable and shielding should continue to 

shield and should not be expected to attend. Clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely 

vulnerable) people are those considered to be at a higher risk of severe illness from coronavirus. 

A minority of children will fall into this category, and parents should follow medical advice if 

their daughter is in this category. 

Children and young people who live in a household with someone who is extremely clinically 

vulnerable and shielding should only attend if stringent social distancing can be adhered to and 

the child or young person is able to understand and follow those instructions. Children who live 

with someone who is clinically vulnerable (but not extremely clinically vulnerable) as defined 

in the government’s social distancing guidance and including those who are pregnant, can attend. 

Can children be tested for the virus? 

The government has stated that once school is open to more children, staff and pupils will be 

eligible for testing if they become ill with coronavirus symptoms, as will members of their 

household. This will enable children and young people to get back to childcare or education, and 

their parents or carers to get back to work, if the test proves to be negative. A positive test will 

ensure rapid action to protect their classmates and staff at school. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19/guidance-on-shielding-and-protecting-extremely-vulnerable-persons-from-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others/full-guidance-on-staying-at-home-and-away-from-others
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What happens if there is a confirmed case of coronavirus in my daughter’s school, college 

or childcare setting? 

When a child, young person or staff member develops symptoms compatible with coronavirus, 

they should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 7 days. Their fellow household members 

should self-isolate for 14 days. All staff and students who are attending an education or childcare 

setting will have access to a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus. 

Where the child, young person or staff member tests positive, the rest of their class/group within 

their childcare or education setting should be sent home and advised to self-isolate for 14 days. 

The other household members of that wider class/group do not need to self-isolate unless the 

child, young person or staff member they live with in that group subsequently develops 

symptoms. 

As part of the national test and trace programme, if other cases are detected within the child or 

young person’s cohort or in the wider education or childcare setting, Public Health England’s 

local Health Protection Teams will conduct a rapid investigation and will advise schools and 

other settings on the most appropriate action to take. In some cases, a larger number of other 

children and young people may be asked to self-isolate at home as a precautionary measure - 

perhaps the whole class, site or year group. 

Where settings are observing guidance on infection prevention and control, which will reduce 

risk of transmission, closure of the whole setting will not generally be necessary. 

How should my daughter travel to and from school? 

Children, young people and parents are encouraged to walk or cycle where possible and avoid 

public transport at peak times. You can refer to the government’s guidance on safe travel, 

particularly on public transport. 

Will school meals be available for children who are in school? 

Yes. Holroyd Howe, our catering provider, will ensure that your daughter’s well-being is at the 

forefront of the procedures that they are implementing.  Eliminating contact with the catering 

staff, meals will be produced freshly from the kitchen, plated by the catering team and delivered 

to the empty sanitised dining room.   

Each girl will come in and sit down adhering to social distancing and eat their lunch in the 

environment of their fellow pupils and teachers.  When finished the girls will leave their plates 

on the table and depart from the dining room.  When they have departed the catering team will 

return and ensure that all plates are collected and all surfaces are cleaned to the highest of 

standards.  Please be assured any dietary requirements will be upheld. 

Will we keep our usual opening hours? 

It is possible that we will make changes to the start and finish times or introduce processes for 

drop-off and collection times to keep children and families safe. Start and finish times will be 

communicated to parents and carers, alongside any other new arrangements.  

 

  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
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Please note: 

 Do not send your daughter into school if she or anyone in her family/household/ contact 

group shows symptoms of, or has, the Covid-19 virus. 

 Any child that shows symptoms while at school will be referred to Matron and isolated 

in a specifically designated room until collected. 

 Please reduce any unnecessary travel on public transport to and from school. 

Procedures 

Social Distancing 

On arrival at Earsby Street everyone must observe the 2 metre distancing government guidance 

when lining up around the courtyard and outside the entrance.  

Temperature Check 

Each child's temperature will be checked as they line up and before they enter the building. 

Hand Hygiene 

Each child will sanitise their hands before entering the building and then proceed to their 

classroom. 

Departure 

Parents must observe social distancing guidance if they are collecting their daughters from 

school. 

Measures during the school day 

 No parents or carers are permitted into the school building unless by prearranged and 

authorised appointment 

 The Prep School Matron will be on duty throughout the school day in order to monitor the 

children’s health, when and if necessary 

 We will ensure that classrooms are well ventilated 

 We will ensure regular hand washing for 20 seconds with hot running water and soap and use 

of sanitiser at other times 

 We will encourage good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

approach  

 We will endeavour to ensure social distancing at all times 

 We will introduce small consistent groups for each class in order to minimise mixing 

 Classrooms will be restricted to a maximum of 13 children 

 We will ensure that break times are staggered and children observe the social distancing 

guidance, as far as is possible 

 Food provision: meals will be produced freshly from the kitchen. The food will be 

individually plated by the catering team and delivered to the empty sanitised dining room. 

The catering team will then leave the lunch room. Each child will come in and sit down 

adhering to social distancing and eat their lunch in the environment of their fellow pupils and 

teachers. When finished, the children will leave their plate on the table and depart from the 

dining room. When they have departed the catering team will return and ensure that all plates 

are collected and all surfaces are cleaned to the highest of standards. Please be assured any 

dietary requirements will be upheld. 

 There will be more frequent cleaning to get rid of any virus on frequently touched surfaces, 

such as door handles, handrails, table tops and play equipment  

 Children should wear their school uniform, excluding their jackets and we would urge you to 

wash this after each school day 
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 Girls should bring their own labelled water bottle, IT device, headphones and pencil case 

 For those returning children, please let the school office know by 9am, as usual, if your 

daughter is not coming to school owing to illness or other circumstances. 

  

 

 

Signed by:  

 

 

Hugh Venables  

Chairman of the Senior Girls’ Committee 

Date of adoption of this policy June 2020 

Date of last review of this policy n/a 

Date for next review of this policy  

Policy owner (SMT) Deputy Head (Pastoral) 

 


