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Teacher In Focus
Dr Josef Craven, Head of History, St James Senior Girls’ School

St James Senior Girls’ School 
aims to provide an education 
that draws out and magnifies 
the unique talents that are 
innate in every individual. 

They provide an environment that 
enriches the intellectual, emotional and 
spiritual development of their pupils in 
an atmosphere which supports unity.

Dr Josef Craven typifies the style of 
teaching at the school, describing his 
classes as ‘dramatic’. He is Head of 
History, one of the school’s Sixth Form 
tutors, teaches Citizenship and also 
organises debating competitions.

HOW WOULD YOU DESCRIBE 
THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 
AT THE SCHOOL?
St James is a remarkably happy, calm, 
supportive and positive place to learn. 
The girls and staff, headed by our 
inspirational Headmistress, Laura Hyde, 
make St James a great place to work. 

YOU ARE HEAD OF HISTORY – 
CAN YOU EXPLAIN WHAT THE 
CURRICULUM INVOLVES AT ST 
JAMES SENIOR GIRLS’ SCHOOL?
We tend to go for a classical, 
chronological approach that seeks to 
develop skills accordingly: we start with 
the ancient civilizations (Egypt, Greece 
and Rome), before building slowly 
through the medieval world – both 
Christian and Islamic – that involves 
Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, Normans, Popes, 
Emperors and Crusaders. Then the girls 
explore the new changes that begin to 
herald the birth of the modern world: 
Renaissance, Reformation and 
Revolution; the Age of Empire is a 
popular unit for Year 9, followed by a 
study of the Industrial Revolution and a 
focus on the key political and social 
changes experienced by Britain in the 
19th century. This culminates in a study 
of the Great War. GCSE focuses on 
international relations in the 20th 
century, with a particular interest  
in Germany, whilst A level focuses  
more on modern British and Russian 
historical themes. 

HOW IMPORTANT DO YOU 
THINK A GOOD GROUNDING IN 
HISTORY IS FOR PUPILS?
It is absolutely vital: without some sense 
of who we are, where we have come 
from, and how all our respective 
societies have changed and developed, 
we remain hopelessly bereft of wisdom!

HOW DO YOU LIKE TO TEACH 
IN CLASS – IS IT VERY 
INTERACTIVE, BOOK BASED OR 
SOMETHING ELSE?
I tend to go for a dramatic approach: 
getting the children to connect with the 
excitement of history – with all its 
drama, passion, colour and tragedy – is 
the aim. I want to win them over to see 
history as a key tool in learning and 
understanding about the world we see 
around us. Better history students make 
for better citizens. 

WHICH BRINGS US NICELY ON 
TO THE FACT YOU TEACH 
CITIZENSHIP – CAN YOU TELL 
US WHAT THAT INVOLVES?
Citizenship is a great forum for allowing 

children the opportunity to ask questions 
and explore our tremendously complex 
web of society. We try to offer a basic 
understanding of our modern political 
and economic culture, as well as 
debating key moral issues. We have 
regular lessons from Year 8 to Sixth 
Form, but we also offer assembly 
presentations that allow us to focus on 
areas of special interest in current 
affairs, such as understanding the 
conflict in Syria or the Arab Spring.

HOW DO THE DEBATING 
COMPETITIONS YOU 
ORGANISE PREPARE THE GIRLS 
FOR THE FUTURE?
Girls learn how to present themselves 
with confidence: they can speak with 
conviction and eloquence in front of an 
audience. They learn how to think on 
their feet and win an argument, but with 
wit, decorum and style. 
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